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Tha very often adminiſter'd Matter of 
Vonder to me, that your grave Cili- 
Zens, and ſome other ſuch ſupercilious 
People, ſhould take ſuch Pains 10 
, diſplay their Indignation againſt the 

modern Gaiety of Maſquerades; fince, if * 

vu,jẽmbſcriouſiy conſider and ſurvey the World, 

they would be forced to confeſs it nothing but a 
mere Groupe ef Maskers human Nature round; 
and that all the Buſineſs of the two-leg'd rational 
Inhabitants, is nothing more nor lz/s than to amuſe 

or impoſe upon the reſt of their Fellow-ſcjourners 
under a Vizor. Jo frove all which, is the Pur- 

fort of the following Sheets and to make it as ma- 
nifeſt as the Sun at Noon-day, I ſhall go no far- 
ther for Exemplificalions than Nature uſelf, and 
fuch Deduttions as naturally reſult from the Ope- 
rations of ber Creatures. Not that I would ad- 
vije even the avaritious retch, quali avaritious, 

10 flatter himſelf with the Favour of an engreſſing 

- the whole Tire of our Reſentment. No ! I pro- 

Poſe to evince, by the great Example of eternal 

Wiſdom, that as there are Degrees in Vice and 
Error, as well as in Vertue and Religion, jo ſhall 
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our Rewards and Puniſhments be equitably diſtri- 
buted. Neither is it my Intent, or Deſign, io di- 
ſtort either Man or Woman's Features in ſuch a 
Manner as that either he or ſhe fhall not be able 
to know their own. No |! if it be not a handſome 
Likeneſs, ſuch as all Painters aim, but he Artif 
only arrives at, it ſhall yet carry along with it 
fuch viſible Tokens of Reſemblance, that its Owner 
Hall be forced to receive it even to his own Confu- 
ion. A Harlequin or Scaramouch may divert 
4 Mob; but Truth and Nature only ſhall be the 
Directors and Polar Stars to my Diverſion. All 
other Adventures in the wide Ocean of Vice and 
Folly may therefore propoſe, at my Hands, the 
ſame Quarter; and as 1 ſhall now and then,uwith- 
out going much out of my Way, make bold with 
my own dear ſelf, I hope my courteous Ready 
will admit of ſuch an uncommon Piece of Impar- 
tiality, and the eaſier grant my Pardon for my 
Freedom with others. Some ſtrait. lac'd, narrow- 
 fouPd, ſelf-convifted Spirits, perhaps may con- 

true this a fort of bargaining for his own Abuſe ; 
but any Man of Candour would rather query, 
How ſhall I be ur d, if, by ſetting Affairs in a 
right Light, I fee my Errors, and become much 
heiter for it © Miſtakes are uo where ſo common 
as in the Condutt of humane Life ; and he that 
can reap Wiſdom even at the F.xpence of his own 
Weakneſs, is certainly in a very fair Way to com- 
mence Philoſopher. 1f a Man, in ſuch a Cafe, 
were to apply to the Schools, he would find the 
Expence out of all Compariſon larger. Ever 
| Branc 


PREFACE. 


Branch of Science would be prodigiouſly more 
chargeable to arrive at. A ſimple Courſe of Chymi- 
ſtry exatts Two Guineas dum; and when all is 
over, if he had any Brains before, all the Diſco- 
very the Pupil will arive at after, may amount 
10 no more, than that they are now evaporated, 
turn'd into meer Yuick-ſilver, or, which is worſe, 
into a ſort of opinionative Knowledge, that many 
a Family has had too much Reaſon to curſe their 
boaſted Acquaintance with. However, that no one 
of my un may hereafter reckon himſelf diſ- 
appointed in his Expefations, I hold it neceſſary 
io make one material Declaration before I enter 
upon Buſineſs ; that Morality and Modeſty® 
(however retrograde to the Practice of the preſent 
Times) are with me received as too ſacred Ware 
10 be meddled with in an audacious or preſumptu- 
ous Manner. To inſult the Underſtandings of 
Men, the moſt diſtinguiſh'd for Senſe; or to af- 

front the fair Sex in their diſtinguiſhing Embel- 
3 iments, is to me equally horrid. As I ſhould 
never be able lo look any of the firſt in the Face af- 
ter ſuch a Piece of Barbariſin; ſo I promiſe the 
other, whatever Occaſion they may find to bluſh 
for tbemſelves, they ſhall never have any to waſte 
one ſingle Bluſh on any Thing that F ee from 


the Pen of their humble Servant. Words may 
bave ſeveral Meanings; but, in common Charity, 
where they will admit of a good Meaning, a bad 
ſhould not be accepted, however ſeemingly offer d; 
under which fair Portal I deſire my Reader will 
' enter mio the Fabrick, 
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Of the VIX TN IRS, expoſins their Cheats, and 
particulariz'd in the Inftances of ſeveral most 
notorious in the Mytery. 
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HRE E or four jolly Com- 
77 panions, having made an Ap- 
WW pointment to take a Bottle 
7.5 if Y cogether at the Sun Tavern in 
Get Das Fleetsfreet, I was hook'd in 
8 very accidentally, but in ſuch 
a Manner as render'd it near an Impoſſibility 
tor me to excuſe myſe]Jf. However, we had 
hardly ſet down, before I diſcover'd, that 
another of the Company had been impreſs'd 
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into the Service as well as myſelf ; tho“ his 
Reluctance aroſe from quite a different Top- 
pick, and which, at fr, render'd the Com- 
pany very uneaſy: But finding the main of 
his Objection to lie in his ill Opinion of Ta- 
vern Wine, I took up the Cudgels, and told 
him, I would undertake, for honeſt Towers, 
that he would let us have a Glaſs of true and 
neat Port, which, I ſuppos'd, was the Wine 
they pitch'd upon. It was juſt upon that 
golden Era when the Reformation of the 
Bottle was to ſupplant the Reformation of 
Manners, or many other Reformations more 
eſſentially neceſſary to the Weal of the Pub- 
lick; and conſequently the Burden of that 
Project made the greateſt Part of the Diſ- 
courſe of every Company that came to take 
a Taſte of the Contents. The Drawer had 
brought in a Bottle and Glaſſes; but, with- 
out taſting it, the diſaffected Party claimed 
my Promiſe, and, accordingly, I bid the 
Drawer call his Maſter. Upon his Entrance, 
Towers, ſaid I, your Reputation is of very great 
Value to yourſelf; but, what is of much more 
Con/ideration to me, mine is at Stake upon your 
Account. How fo? dear Sir, ſays my Land- 
lord. I/by I have engaged in your Behalf, that 
you toil let this Company have a Glaſs of as good 
neat Port as ever was ſold in the Days of Brooks 


and Hillier. Sir, replies Towers, your Rep 


nor mine ſhall run no Riſque on that Account, if 


Ae and Havor can ſecure it: When, inatch- 
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ing the Bottle off the Table, he ran down, 
and return'd in a Minute with another; 
which, on taſting, had the Approbation of 
every- body; even the grand Sceptick could 
not quarrel at it: He mouth'd it indeed over 
and over, and, to aſſert the Nicety of his 
Talent, took in and ſpitted out till the Glaſs 
was empty 3 and yet, after all, could prevail 
upon himſelf to conclude with no more than 
a bare It may do. This Indifference of his 
made the Company very merry, eſpecially: 
when ir came to my Turn to give my Judg- 
ment, which, with all the Integrity imagina- 
ble, was, that the Vine was excellent, and my 
Thanks were due to my Landlord for ſaving his 
and my own Reputation. Sir, ſays my Land- 
lord, making his Leg, I am glad I bave 
Pleaſed you and the Gentlemen, and ſo left us 
to diſcuſs the Point to what Depth we pleas'd. 
In ſhort, we were no way ſparing of the good 
Creature, and I was fo agreably pleagd to 
find my Huper Critick converted from his 
Phariſaical Diſſent, that, by his Example, 
I took my Glaffes very freely, till I thought 
it was ligh Time to take Coach and go to 
Bed. 

After I was got home, and had anfwer'd 
to myſelf the proper Queries that a wiſe Man 
will always think himſelt under an Obligation 
to make beiore he goes to licep, I diveſted 
myſelf of the faſhionable Veils ot human Na- 


ture, and committing myſelf to a Protector 
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that never wants it, I ſought that Repoſe, 
without which, frail Nature can never ſupport 
itfel My Eyes were hardly clos'd, for to 
myſelf 1 ſeem'd ſtill between ſleep and wake, 
waen a grizly, thin-gutted Spectre preſented 
icſelf at the Feet of my Bed: My Curtains 
were all ready drawn (tor ſleeping I love to 
have a little Air) when, Sir, ſays the tiny 
Thing, you have us'd me very freely to Night. 
Who are you, Sir, quo I, fer I don't know you. 
Not know me, reply'd the Shade of a Man? 
not know Peter Ricket? I am heartily ſorry for 
the Shortneſs of your Memory. Tam ao Vintuer 
now its true ; for Times are finely alter'd, and 
J am grown a great Merchant. But He was 
going on, when J interrupted him with a Bleſs 
me, what are you he that kept a Tavern near 
Jackanapes Alley? The very ſame Man, Sir, 
replies the Spectre, and thereſcre undeſervins 
the fatyrical Throws you caſt, this Night, upon 
me and ihe Fraternity, Innocence is always 
bold, and therefore | rejoin'd, I profeſs, Mr. 
Peter, you do me Wrong, for I don't knew that 
your Name «vas jo much as mention'd by me, or 
aiy other of the Comfany. Ay, ay, Sir, but 
that wort do. See, I have brought a Subpœ na 
along with me, and refuſe, if you dare, to fol- 
low me, in order to anjewer my Complaint before 
the Court that is nw ſilling. It was a hard 
Caſe, methought, that I, who heretofore had 
been only concern'd as an Auditor, ſhould 
now be compeli'd to appear as a Criminal : 


How- 
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However, I put the beſt Face I could on 
the Matter, and went along with him. In 
our way we could not avoid paſſing his Door, 
when he wheedled me in, under the Pretence 
of ſeeking ſome Papers that would be neceſ- 
ſary on the Hearing. I, ſtill conſcious of my 
own Integrity, was, without any great Diffi- 
culty, prevail'd upon ; and, no fooner were 
we enter'd, but I ſaw the Cloth ſpread, and 
a Joint of Mutton upon the Table, and the 
Remains of a Bottle of Wine in the Ciſtern. 
For my Part, I had no great Appetite, ei- 
ther to eating or drinking; but, methought, 
Peter eat and commended, and ſtill com- 
mended and eat, as if he meant to inſpire an 
Appetite, in order to get rid of all that was 
upon the Table. So ſoon as his little Hu- 
manity was unreaſonably ſatisfy'd, up he 
ſtarts, with a Come, Sir, now, if you leaſe, 
wel! go forward. 

For my Part, I could not imagine what 
could be the Meaning of all this; however, 
jogg'd on with him till we arriv*d before the 
very Bench I had ſo often before attended, 
tho” on a quite different Account. My Friend 
the Clerk, was at firſt a little ſurpriz'd at my 
Appearance, for he could perceive an out- of- 
the- way Concern in my Countenance. How- 
ever, he let us come up to the very Bar with- 
out ſeeming to take any Notice of me. My 
Companion had no ſooner got thither, bur, 
My Lords, quo he, 1 have brought the greateſt 

B 3 Criminal 


RE te 


6 The WORLD turn d 


Criminal before you that ever appear'd in this 


Court, Take care you be regular, faid Mines, 
with a Countenance much upon the ſtern, 2h:5 
is the Day for the Tryal of Vintners. Is he a 
Vintner ? My Lord, reply'd the Shadow of a 
Man, I was a Vintner, tho now of an upper 
Calling. I ama great Merchant, and knowing 
ibis to be the Day for the Tryal of Vintners, 1 
have brought this Delinquent before you, as a 
manifeſt Defamer be Fraternity, My Friend 
the Clerk, who knew the Proceedings and 
Humour of the Court better than I, laught, 
methought, at the Impertinence of the Fel- 
low, prodigiouſly. But Rhadamanthus took 
him up more roundly, and ſaid, hy you are 
no Vintner, and he is no Vintner; how can you 
bring this Cauſe before the Court at this Time © 


Diſmiſs it, diſmiſs it, aud let the Party go about 


his proper Buſineſs. Peter, ſeeing the Matter 
like to go ſo curſedly wrong, bawPd out as 
loud as he could, But 1 hope your Lordſhips will 
erder bim to pay me my Bill, ſince he has eat and 
Arank With me 

He had hardly ſaid the laſt Word, when a 
Fellow, with ſomewhat of a more human 
Look, clapt him faft by the Collar, and cry'd 
out aloud, My Lords, 1 am glad 1 have found 
this Raſcal here; I have waited for him ſome 
Hours with Impatienge : This was the Wretch, 
ant pleaſe ycur Worſhips, that ſent me hither be- 


fore my Time: I was his bead Drawer, and, 


Pretenging a ſingular hugeous Kindneſs for — 
an 
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and that be himſelf was grown above the World, 
nothing would ſerve him ùut 1 muſt take the Buſi- 
meſs off bis Hands, he quitting it on 4 fair Ap- 
praiſement. Seduc'd 7 his palavering Tongue, 
J agreed, and the Goods were all inventory d and 
appraisd: But, my Lords, 1 never recetv'd, 
while I was in the Houſe, ſo much Money as be 
oblig*d me to pay for Good-will. The Confequence 
of which was a Statute , when 1 found, to my 
S:rrow, the ſame individual Goods, on Sale, fell 
ſport of the Appraiſement more than Eigbiy per 
Cent. He pretends, in order io dupe this bon- 
ourable Court, that he is a Merchant, and no 
Vintner ; but I dare appeal to the honeſt Part 
of Mankind, whether they. ever heard of a Mer- 
chan that made out Bills for eating and arink- 
ing : This honeſt Gentleman, whom he has brought 
before your Honours, ſhall be my Witness; pray 
bear him. Upon this I was forc'd to tell the 
whole Story, and how I was brought thither. 
All which, together with what his Acculer 
had before alledg'd, fo incens'd the Judges, 
that one of the Officers, having given a Hint 
what a profound Jockey Peter had been, me- 
thought his Horſe was order'd in, when two 
of the Janizaries ſetting him with his Face 
where his Back ſhould be, put the End of 
the Horſe's Tail in his Mouth for a Bridle, 
and in that Manner drove him before 'em. 
'd him 1 could not get out 


Where they * 
of Court to ſee, but I could hear him loudly 
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exclaim all the way, that hey world baulk hb: 
hunting next Saturday with the Royal Family. 
They had hardly left the Hall, when my 
Friend, the Clerk in Court, made a Sign to 
me to come and take my old Station; where 
I was but juſt ſettled, before a Parcel of Mor- 
tals advanc'd up the middle of the Hall, to 
the Number of fifty at Ieaſt, every one lead- 
ing in a String a Criminal at his Heels, The 
Conductors were not more differing in the Co- 
fours of their Cloaths, than in that of their 
Countenances ; ſome were pale and meagre 3 
others jolly and roſy; ſome like Laths or 
Skeletons, others, as to thei Corporalities, 
feemingly well liking, but every Joint of their 
Knuckels ſo ſtrutted with Chalk-ſtones, that 


their Hands ſeem'd to reſemble the Highlands 


of Scotland, where mountaneous Protuberances 
compoſe the whole Landskip. As for the 
Captives, baiting a little Dejectedneſs ſuitable 
to the melancholly Occaſion, they generally 


carry'd the Aſpect of Perſons that had eat 


much and drank little. Seeming to have 
heard of the Apothegme of a Phyſician of my 
Acquaintance, who, being ask'd, / be ever 
took Phyſick? made anſwer, It was his Buſineſs 
zo preſcribe. He that led up the firſt String 


(and who, 1 found, had been ſubſtituted | 
Speaker for all) ſo ſoon as he approach'd the 
Bar, made a profound Obeiſance to the Bench, | 


and then deliver'd himſelf in the following 
Manner; 


” 
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My Lords, I am appointed by my Brother Suf- 
ferers here before your Lordſhips, 10 lay open their 
Grievances, and maintain the Fuſtice of therr 
Complaints againſt the Parties now in Court. 
They call themſelves Vintners , but for no other 
Reaſon, my Lords, but becauje they are free of 
the Company; for, flrily ſpeaking, they are 
rather of the Race of the Brewers, with this Dif- 
ference only, the Brewers put nothing uncubole- 
ſome into their Liquors, and theſe av: ir my 


Part, my Lords, uſing a Tavern near my Of- 


ice at Weſtminſter, I cannot Jay, with great 
Thanks to my Conſtitution however, that 1 ever 
ſuflain'd any i qrinſick Damage in my Corporality, 
ths hade taken my three Bottles of a Night, 
True it is, for what is viſible cannot be denied, 
fome radiant Efflorencies diſt inguiſb'd my Face, 
et I ſcorn to complain, having ſomelimes reap'd . 
the Benefit of wriling without a Candle, and fre- 
quently of retiring home without the Aid of a Lins: 
But theſe my Fellow Complainants, my Lords, were 
not fo happy: You ſee ein ail Decrepits, one way 
er other, with the Heads of the Taverns they 
usd, at the Heels of em: Let 'em every one, 
if your Loraſhips, in your great Sagacity, will in- 
aulge em ſo far, lay open their particular Grie- 
vances : Aud jo, leſt you ſhould think my Name 
bad infected my Nature, I condude with a 
Dixi. 

The Judges, tho' they lay'd their Heads 
together, could not well tell what to make of 
this formal ſet Speech; for which Reaſon, 
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waiting ſome little Time to fee if any would 


open further ; at laſt a skinny Creature, with 
a ſqueaking Voice (which yet it was eaſily 
obſervable, he exerted with Pain) cry'd out, 
My Lords, I have my Tavern-man, or Vininer, 
at my Heels; I was always abſtemious, never 
venturing, in regard to my Wife and Children, 
upon more than two Bottles a Night : But whe- 
ther it was, that de was a Devonſhire- man, 
or ib be liv'd next Door to a Diſtiller,, I can- 
not jay, but your Lordſbips ſee, in a very jew 
Tears, how mortally I am emaciated, Can your 


Lordſbips think the Wine could be good? Put it 


to him, mv Lords, I always took him to be an 


boneſt Man in his Way, and, I dare ſay, be 
will tell the Truth, and ſhame the Devil, as the 
Sa ying is. 

Well then, Friend, ſays Minos, fince it 1s jo 
tut, what have you to jay for yourſeif ® I ball 
only ſay, reply'd the Cull, that if all Vintners 
are to be condemr*d for mixing, you need not give 
yourſelves the Trouble of bringing thoſe here, or 
any to come hereafter, upon their Tryal. The 


Queſtion will then only be quo ad Hoc: Whether 
the Mixture be good or no, Is not Punch a Mix- 
ture? and yet was it ever ſitzmatiz'd till the 
Gin AT? Cool Tankards are all Mixtures, and 
yet I dure appeal io the Quality Fair, whether 


they were ever diſagreeable till Gin came into play; 


of which their Husbands grew ſo jealous, that they 
us d their whole Intereſt to quaſhit ; and now, 1 


ſuppoſe, Cool Tankards will come again in Faſhion. 


But, 
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But, My Lords, they complain, and very un- 
fuſtly. You hear one before you has confeſs d, 
that three Bottles never hurt his inward Man— 
Another acknowledges, that he took but two, and 
they emaciated him, Are we, my Lords, or 
they, to be Judges of their own Conflitutioms ? 
Go to the Fountain Head, Spain, France, or 
Portugal, where Wines are genuine and una- 
dulterated ;, the Man that drinks too freely will 
find a Poiſon in em. * 

Sir, ſaid Minos, riſing up in a Heat, 10 
more of your Flouriſpes; anſwer this plain Queſ- 
tion, did you never infuſe, in order to make *em 
fine, any thing that was hurtful into your Wines © 
The Fellow hung down his Head upon the 

ueſtion z upon which they, one and all, 
ſubmitted themſelves to the Mercy of the 
Court. . 

A young Fellow, hereupon, ſtarted up, 
and bowing to the Judges, defir*dto be heard, 
having ſomewhat of Moment to offer. The 
Court, always ready to hear, indulg'd him: 
when he open'd in the following Manner ; 

My Lords, while an Iterant upon the Earth, 
1 will be bold to ſay, no Man living was more 
capable than myſelf to dwell upon this Subject. 
Not barely my own Perſpicuity, but I labour d 
under the Perſpicuity of others, and no little 
Men neither. A Point of this Nature was then 
ſtarted; and the Evil now before you, then 
complain'd of. All Heads were at work, and 
a Remedy was found, but the Perverſneſs of that 

Gene- 
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Generation rejected it. I aſſure myſelf of more 
Perſpicuity bere, and therefore freely and frankly 
divulge a Noſirum that will obviate all thoſe In- 
conveniencies now complain*d of. It is an Excisx, 
my Lords: Make your Fanixaries your EXCISE - 


MEN, and follow the Model I will ſet you, and 


T engage pure neat Wines ſhall run through all 
your Conduit. 

I do not remember that ever I ſaw ſo gene- 
ral a Conſternation as that very Word created. 
The Judges all roſe up with Indignation glow- 
ing in their Faces; but the Janizaries had 
not Patience to wait the Word of Command, 
but inordinately ſeiz'd on the Speech- maker, 
and were going to hurry him away to ſome 
Place of proper Execution: But Minds order'd 
the Cryer to call Silence, which he did twice 
or thrice over hefore he could obtain it. The 
Offender being then remanded back, Minos 
directed himfclt in this Manner to the offended 
Janizaries; 27 do ill io fhew ſo much Reſent- 
ment on ſo flight an Occaſion ;, the Offender is not 
worth your Notice; I take him io have been, 
while on Earth, a meer Vapour, or Ignis Fatu- 
us; therefore, it is my Decree and Sentence, 
that his Puniſhment fhall be to remain a meer 
Fack-a-lanthorn in theſe lower Regions, till his 
great Perſpicuity Patron rome to aſſociate with 
the firſt vile Projector of that /laviſh Scheme, 
roh lies below bound in Chains ready to receive 
his final Doom, which they may then receive al 


together. At the pronouncing thoſe Words, 
methought, 
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methought, the Orator loſt, on a ſudden, his 
Shape of Mortality, and ſkipt over the Heads 
of all the People, from Side to Side, over 
and over. The Janizaries were ſo pleas'd 
with the Sentence and its Accompliſhment, 
that they expreſs'd their Gratitude in loud 
Acclamations, which wak'd me. 
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SS 
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O/ FIDLERS, alias MUSICIANS, Vom 
the Sentiments which our Laws alwa 


inculcated; ſhewing the Meanneſs of 
the Profeſſion, and juſtified by In- 
ftances. 


" 
_ TT: 6447 


LATO, one of the firſt of Philoſo- 

phers (in Rank I mean) when he was 

traming his Commonwealth, refuſed to al- 

low the poor Fidlers any Place in it. On 

the contrary, Pindar, the firſt of Poets, 

thought that the Want of an Ear for harmo- 
nious Numbers ought to be look'd upon as 
a ſufficient Diſqualification for any Com- © 
mand over others. To reconcile theſe two *! 
Opinions, were, in my Sentiment, a Ta 
impracticable; and yet, I am apt to think, 
in their Way, they both meant well, and 
neither of *em were miſtaken, The Laws 
of our Land, its true, ſeem to {ide with the 
Philoſopher : And tho* they don't baniſh 
the Fidler out of the Country, they put him 
among very ill Company, the Vagrants, the 
Unprofitables, or rather Nuiſances of the 
Nation; 
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Nation; and, to ſay the Truth, I know no- 
thing they are eſſentially neceſſary ſor, un- 
leſs it be to encourage Effeminacy ; and 
whether there is any Deficience in the Na- 
tion that way, I dare appeal to any Perſon 
of Sobriety, becauſe I fancy even the other 
Side will give it up. 

But now let us ſee what is to be ſaid for 
the Poet. If I remember right, he intro- 
duces his Aſſertion with a fine Appeal to 
Jupiler. I think to this Senſe, 


— — 74ſt was thy Sentence Jove! 
Hateful to all, the Impious I amerce 


With taſteleſs Palates for barmonious Verſe. 


A grand Encomium upon the Science, if 1 
may ſo call it, which he was Maſter of; and 
yet J have heard a Fidler talk every whit as 
boldly at a publick Concert. However, as 
] hinted above, no Man in his Wits would 
20 about to make a Compariſon between one 
and the other, ſince Difference of Ears and 
Taſtes muſt be at laſt called in to decide 
the Quarrel, As to Fidling, or Muſick, if 
7 pleaſe, I have known a Man of fine 

earning, and thorough Wit, declare he ne- 
ver could diſtinguiſh any Tune but Lillibur- 
lero; and, to keep a very Great Man in 
Countenance, who has more than once pub- 
lickly declared his Hate to Verſe, I muſt 
confeſs, I knew another very honeſt Man, and a 


good 
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good Scholar into the Bargain, that could 
hardly bear the beſt Piece of Poety to be 
read in his Hearing. Nor was it in this laſt 
any want of Underſtanding or Skill; for all 
that were happy in his Acquaintance, own'd 
him to be the beſt Critick, and of as found a 
Judgment, as any of his Cotemporaries. The 
| Singularity of the Thing once made me ex- 
amine into the Reaſon of it, when I found 
that a younger Brother of his, who had an 
excellent Talent that way, had been drawn 
into ſuch Company by it, that it impair'd 
his Health, and ſhorten'd his Days; which 
Accident gave my Friend ſuch an Averſion 
to it ever after. But, as I told him, in 
that Converſation, that was as if a Man 
ſhould hate all Water becauſe he had loſt a 
Friend in ſcbimming; but he would neither 
allow of the Parallel, nor admit of any Re- 
conciliation. 

Certain it is, that both one and the other 
are attended with Inconveniencies; but as 
certain is it, the Fidling Science much more 
than the Poetick; for if we add to the lat- 
ter the Advantage of inculcating of Virtue 
in an inſinuating and agreable Manner; 
the diſtinguiſhing of Merit, and finely re- 
commending ſuch Examples to Practice, to- 
gether with the Preſervation of the Memories 
of great and good Men to Immortality, a 
Man, as I before ſaid, muſt be out of his 
Wits that would pretend to make a Compa- 

riſon. 
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riſon. There is but one ſort of Muſick 
which can reaſonably pretend to any Compe- 
tition, and that is what is leaſt practis'd, and 
what our fidling Scioliſts will be the laſt to 
contend for. It will eafily be imagin'd I 
mean divine Muſick. There, indeed, the Soul 
has ſo full Employ, that I have often thought 
it an anticipating Heaven itſel f. I would defy 
even a Yuaker, if he brought his Soul along 
with him, to be unaffected ; but, I confeſs, I 
ſhould not care, if he ſaid he had left it at 
home, to permit him to go and tetch it, 
ſatisfied as I am that his Obſtinacy would 
- get the better of his Piety, and the carnal 
Impulſe of Aﬀectation would enervate every 
other Impulſe, tho' Angels themſelves were 
at the Organ. 

I was got into this Evening Reſvery, 
when I found my Thoughts, all on a ſudden, 
interrupted by the ſyringing of my Ears with 
Sounds as different from thoſe J laſt ſpoke of, 
as the Hooting of an Owl is from the Notes 
of a Nightingale. I ſent to know the Per- 
former, which was ſoon brought me. I knew 
the Man, and that he had ſuch an Opinion 
of his Skill, that all Efforts for a Ceſſation 
would be vain. His Name had a Good 
Beginning, but a very mean Ending; but his 
Hand, as it anſwered the laſt, ſo ſcurvily 
anſwer'd the firſt, that he ſet all the Pigs in 
a neighbouring Yard a ſcolding, aud found 
me Companions in murmuring, tho * - 

| a 


| 
| 
| 
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bad as his Muſick. However, fretting at 
his inharmonious Melody, I at laſt vexed 
myſelf to fleep, which gave me full Reaſon 
to aſſent to the Poet, that Men generally | 
dream of the Things laſt in their Thoughts. | 
For, methought, I was got into a large ſhady ! 
cloſe Walk, ruminating on my laſt Mortifi- 
cation, when I heard behind me a Noiſe of 
Laughing, Gigling, and Singing, only now 
and then interrupted with a ſour Voice that 
threatned hard if they would not fall into 
more Order. I turn'd me about, when, Who 
ſhould I eſpy but a couple of the infernal 
Janizaries leading in a String, but coupled, 
forty or fifty Gentry, moſt of em with T upees, 
and many of them finely diſh'd out with Em- 
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broidery, Women's Shoes, and Women's 


Faces. I ask'd them, I here they were carrying 

that Cargo ? Ob, Maſter ! fays one, which I 
preſently found to be the fame that had at- ö 
tended the Clerk and I on another Occaſion, 
Come along and take your old Station; we are 
going afore the Judges, and theſe poor Crea- 
Fures ſing away as if they thought nothing of the 
Matter. I had not the Curioſity to aſk one 
further Queſtion, but away I trudged before 
dem; and, indeed, as he ſaid fo I found 
it, Thought was the Thing they were leaſt 
troubled with; for at every Turn, notwith- 
ſtanding the Advance of the Whip, one or 
other of 'em was melodizing it in Are: ſbarp, 
when, as Bays ſays, Fuut flat had been more 
apropos. 
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apropos. At laſt we came to the fata] Man- 


# ſion, and, as I was foremoſt, I got, wichour 


crouding, next the Clerk in Court. 

What bade you brought here? ſaid Minos, 
ſo ſoon as the firſt was got up to the Bar. 
A Parcel of Fidlers, ſays the Janizary. You 
lie, like a Dog, ſays one of the String-men, 
we are all Muſicians, that is, Maſters of Mu- 
ick. The Janizary, according to funda- 
mental Conſtitution, gave him a little of 
the Diſcipline of the Whip, and taught him, 
and all the reſt, to confider better where 
they were. It made him ſing, indeed, but 
in a more proper Note than he had fang 
before. When the Anguiſh was a little 
abated, Well, ſays Minos, and how bave you 
behav'd in the Place from whence you laſt came ? 
and what is your Name ? Very well, reply'd 
the Cull. — But what is your Name I aſt ? 
ſays Minos. Very well indeed, Sir, continued 
he. I ak your Name? ſays Minos again, and 
if you do not give it up directly, I Hail ſend 
you away as & contumacious Perſon — At 
which Saying, he turn'd pale as a Clout, 
and trembled like an Aſpin, ſqueaking out, 
his Name was 7onadab Cat- gut. The Judge 
calPd for the Alphabetical Regiſter, and 
order'd the Clerk to turn to the Letter, and 
then read aloud, Jonadab Cat-gut, ſays he, 4 
marryd Man, lid a Life of great Inconti> 
nence and Debauchery — Then read the par- 
ticular Items, which were too many for me 

do 
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to carry in my Memory ; but, in ſhort, he 
was order'd into Cuſtody till the reſt of the 
Trials were over. After him another was 
calPd, who gave in his Name, and the Re- 
i giſter was conſulted ; and fo on to another, 
bt and another, till a Matter of a Dozen were 


; paſs'd without any conſiderable Variation in 
WM; Crimes, and therefore were all order'd into 
1 Cuſtody; but the Thirteenth thought to be 


very ſly, and defir'd he might be heard what 
| he had to ſay for himſelf, before he gave in 
his Name. The Judges conſulted a little 
among themſelves, whether it was proper; 
and at laſt ( tho' the Requeſt carry'd ſome- 
what of Singularity along with it) they 
i agreed to indulge him in it; and ſo Minos 

| bad” him ſpeak what he had to offer. My 
1 Lord, ſaid he, it is very true, I was, while 

i on Earth, what they call a Maſter of Muſick, 

and got a great deal of Money by it: Not jo 
much, perhaps, from any Merit in Perfor- 
mance, as from my great Acquaintance, under 
the Aſſiſtance of a firm Forehead and Oppor- 
tunity. I purchasd Houſe and Land, but it 
is wofully known, I was ſoon ford to part 
with them. I was elected Organiſt in the Mo- 
ther- Church of the Metropolis; but, to their 
Shame be it ſpoken, the Inhabitants ſoon grew 
weary of me, and turn'd me out: And there= 
fore I humbly concetve I ſuffer d too much in the 
other World, to be call'd in Queſtion in a World 
J bad no Notion of. At thele laſt Words 
| Minos 


—— —— — — 
— — — — 
—— — — 


INSIDE-OUT:. 21 


24in0s knit his Brows, and bad him ceaſe his 
Brabbles, if he had nothing more material to 
offer. Take his Name, ſaid he, and conſult 
the Negiſter. Dear my Lord, continued the 
puſillanimous Wretch halt a crying, hear me 
with Patience, and 1 will go on and confeſs all. 
J acknowledge that, having heard three or four 
of my Acquaintance (and I took em to be Men 
of Senſe) declare over and over, that they nei- 
ther believ'd a Heaven or Hell was I to blame 
to give em Credit? They were my 1ntimates ; 
and, for my part, I was neither able, nor wil- 
ling, to comtraditt em. Alas! I was never 
bred to any thing but plain writing, aud reading, 
and fidling 3 how could 1 conteſt what greater 
Wits than I had repreſented it my Intereſt to 
deſire? Annibilation, I think they calPd it, 
could be no diſagreable Doctrine to a Man ne- 
der much given to Thought. I am apt to think, 
therefore, if I miſfd of favourable Fudges, my 


whole Scene of Life would paſs for a Slate of 


Annihilation ; and then it would have been only 
changing Scenes, not Circumſtances. Weakneſs, 
my Lord, muſt be ſuppos d ib be involuntary, 
" evhether in Mind or Body; and J hope then, by 
equitable Fudges, I ſhall not be charg'd with 
what I could no ways help. Falſe Deluſions, 
laid Minos, miſled you on Earth ; but they will 
do you no Service here. You own yourſelf an Or- 
gauiſt in the firſt Church of the Metropolis ; that 
implies you could not want Means ef better In- 
formation. How did you employ your Time there ? 
O, 


"EET ö — 


16 :, 


22 The WoRkrD turn'd 


O, my good Lord, reply*d the poor Cull, my 
Loft was always crowded with fine Gentlemen 
of my Acquaintance ; and while the Prieſt talk*d 
to the People, wwe talk'd to one another, Take 
him away, (aid Minos, where he may feel what 
he did not believe, and lament too late the Loſs 
of Oppor tunities of being taught to believe better; 
for all that wait for Information, till they come 
before us, will find themſelves miſerably miſtaken. 
This Sentence intimidated the whole Fra- 
ternity, infomuch that moſt of *em fell down 
on their Knees, and implor'd not to be 
brought on their Trials. Nevertheleſs, there 
was one that had a Pair of Pearl-colour'd 
Silk Stockings, with ſumptuous Clocks, that 
ſeem'd ſuperciliouſly careful how he let his 
Knees touch the Ground. Minos had his Eye 
on him; and immediately order'd a Jani- 
zary (who had been a Surgeon: before he 
came to be a Janizary) to go and cure him 
of the white Swelling in his Knees. At his 
Approach, the young Fellow cut a Somerſet, 
as it he had been ſtung with a Gad-Bee; and 
making his Legs, ſqueak'd out, No, my 
Lord, no White Swelling — I am as found as a 
Roch, toſſing his Legs about as if going to 
dance a Jig — I was only afraid — Not of 
what you ought moſt to fear, ſaid Rhadaman- 
bus, interrupting him. Do you carry your 
Pride along with you ? However faſhionable, 
you will find it of very little Avail in the Place 
you are going to. My Lord, 1 confeſs, wh 
che 
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the Stripling, J do not know where I am going 
to; but hearing my Lord Fanny was come be- 
fore, 1 was loth to appear in a Diſbabilie before 
bim : That's all — His Pertneſs ſurpriz'd the 
whole Court, as much as his Ignorance; yet 
whatever Pity or Contempt they might have 
for either, Minos order'd one of the Jani- 
Zaries to carry him where he might have a 
Glympſe of his new Quarters, and then to 
bring him directly back into Court. All 
was done, methought, in a Trice: But the 
wn Gentleman, on his Return, feem'd to 
ave loſt all Senſe of every thing but the 
Place he laſt came from, which he much 
condoPd, with many a who would ba" ihaught 
it? 

The Officers were all this while buſied in 
taking out of the Regiſter a Liſt of their ſe- 
veral Delinquencies; andy on reading over 
the Catalogue, I could not but take notice of 
the different Change of Countenances they 
were receiv'd with: For, tho? Jollity ſeem'd 
to be entirely baniſh'd, there appear'd in 
ſome, more than in others, a Concern ſuit- 
able to the Occaſion. One cry*d, he was 
ſure he ſhould never be able to bear the Heat, 
being of a Conſtitution ſo very hot that, while 
on Earth, be was always oblig d to go open- 
breaſted in Winter. Ob, ſays a Janizary that 
overheard him, I am apt to think you will find 
E the Flames you are going. to, Coolers, as well as 

Heaters. I am glad to hear that, lays —4 | 
ther, 
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go about to load them with what will never eaſe 
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ther, for then I ſhall touch my Fiddle the better; 
and if I once begin to jay on, I am in no Fear of 
reviving the Story of Orpheus. Another la- 
mented his having left his Rozin behind. Ne- 
ver trouble yourſelf for that, ſays a Janizary 
next him; for tho“ you want Rozin, you'll have 
your Belly full of Brimſtone. If it be Stone 
Brimſtone, ſays another, it may do; for I 
have ſometimes made uſe of it, and found it an- 
fewer, upon Occaſion. 

But while theſe Impenitrables, or rather 
Inconſiderates, were making merry with their 
Miſeries, there was many of the reſt that 
ſeem' d wholly dejected under another Notion 
of Things. One would have thrown his 
whole Miſcarriage upon the Inadvertency of 
his Parents, who had taken more care to make 
a Fidler of him than a Chriſtian. Doublleſs, 
cry'd another Janizary, i wwas a great Fault ; 
but when they had taken care of the one, why did 
not. you, when adult, take care of the other; all 
Creatures leave their Young when able to provide 
for themſelves ; and Man is ſo opinionated of his 
own Capacity, that he contems Inſtruttion as hon 
as ever he arrives at Years moſt capable to make 

tle of it : Your Complaint of your Parents, there- 
fore, will: do you no Good now: They muſt ac- 
count for that at a proper Seaſon : Tou are here 
to anſwer fer your own Demerits; therefore never 


REE 


you, For my Part, ſays another that was near 
enough to hear what paſs'd, I have nothing 1a 
| lay 
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lay lo the Charge of my Parents on that Score. 
= 7 any thing, they gave me too good Education 
= for, when I found I had more Learning than 
they, Pride got the better of Reaſon, and 1 began 
to diſpiſe thoje that Nature would have taught 
me to honour: Thus, what they intended me as a 
Benefit, by my own beadſtrong Humour contri- 
buted to my Ruin; and that Fiddle that was 
wont to be my Solace, is like to give me Torment 
and Perplexity to Eternity. 

Another was going to ſay ſomewhat, when 
the Cryer call'd out to anſwer to their Names, 
and hear their ſeveral Sentences. Under the 
vaſt Conſternation the Thoughts of it threw 
me, it is not to be imagin'd that I ſhould 
retain either Names or particular Sentences 
but this I can affirm, the Doom was far from 
being agreeable to any, Nevertheleſs, as the 
Janizaries were going to execute their Office, 
there was not a Man but acknowledg'd the 
Juſtice, yet with ſuch horrible Agonies, that 
I could not but ſympathize with them to a 
Degree that forc'd Nature to throw off the 
Shackles of Sleep; at which Time I found 
my own Body had borne a Part in their Sut- 
terings, with Tremblings that ſhook the very 
Bed I lay upon, 
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VISION III. 


Of BROKERS. The Character of an 
1 Exchange- Broker exemplified in the | 
4 Characters of Particulars, D. C. 
| Stroud, and Levi. The Folly of their 
4  Countenance at Court by Credit and 
[ Marriage. | 
| Are a Villain, ſays the Few ; Pare a 
| Jew, ſays the Broker: And thus they 
were entertaining a whole Coffee-Room full 


of People for an Hour together; who, with- 
out Heſitation, readily aſſented, that the _ 
Terms were both proper and ſynonimous. 
Without any Aid of Art, they made uſe of 
Nature; and the Dialogue, however laco- | 
nick, was intelligible to the whole Compa- | 
ny, as well as themſelves: Nor could I per- 
ceive any Party for either. The whole Au- 
dience, by a happy Unanimity, agreed em 
| | to be ſo much in the Right, that they would 
1 ſide with neither. At laſt an unlucky Boute- 
feu, finding em begin to cool, ſteps up to 
the Few, Mr. Aaron, ſays he, I wonder you 
at bave the Honour to be intimate with ſo 


ö | many 
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many Garters, blue and red, beſides Dukes, 
Lords, and Parliament Men without Number, 
can bear to be publickly inſulted by a pitiful Bro- 

| ker, whoſe Word, till the Year 1720, would 
not have paſs d for Half a Crown * I is into- 
lerable— The Train took, and the Battle 

was renew'd with more Violence than ever. 

{ Matters had certainly iſſu'd in Cane Work 
(tor fo were they arm'd) had not the Son 
ot the Broker luckily come in, and, in a du- 
„ titul Vindication of his Parent, plainly told 
2 7 che Jew, that he bad marry'd into a noble Fa- 
mily, and, if he did not be gone about his Buſi- 

neſs immediately, he <wouid order bis Allorney 10 
take out a Writ of Scandalum Magnatum 


4 againſt him. This was a Lingua more obſcure 
„ X to the Jew than Hebrew ; therefore, know- 
1 3% ing the Fact to be ſhametully, tho? literally, 
alt true, he thought it his molt prudent Courſe 
e to ſubmit to the Times, and leave the Field 
8. of Battle to che Enemy. Thus trivial Things, 
of we lee, may produce Trophies; and the young 
Hero ſtrutted about the Room as if he had 


out-done Sampſon. 

This petite Occurrence fill'd my Head 
with tuch a Medley of 'Thoughts all the Way 
home, that, as ſoon as | had plac'd myſelf in 
my Elbow Chair, I was glad to diſcharge 
myſelf of the Incumbrance as faſt as I could, 
In the fuft Place, 1 found myſelf not at all 
inclinable to be fo unmannerly as to difagree 
with the whole Company in the Juſtneſs of 

C 2 the 
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the reciprocal Appellations of the Compe- 
titorsz yet I muſt declare on my Country- 
man's ſide, that Paſſion made him loſe a vi- 
ible Advantage, his Adverſary being Bro- 
ker as well as Jew. But, perhaps, that O- 
miſſion was owing to an uncommon Overflow 
of his Modeſty, which, tho* a Hereſy in 
Practice, might on a ſudden emit its Flames 
like $:/rumbeolo, and be occaſionally miniſte- 
rial, Or, perhaps, he might have too good 
an Opinion of the Title, to think it honour- 
able to divide it with the Uncircumcis'd, tho? 
the Generality of Mankind agree, that that 
is a Ceremony merely outward, common 
Practice declaring, that in the Heart one is 
as much circumcis'd as the other. Under 
this Fluctuation of Fancy, I took my Pen, 
and reſolv'd to draw a faint Sketch of a Bro- 
ker's Character, which will, perhaps, ſhew 
him, if no Jer, to be at leaſt a faithful Sa- 
maritan, and ready to claim Kindred, when- 
ever Occaſion calls. A Broker, then, 1s a 
Sort of a Male Bawd, ready to bring Parties | 
together, and reſolute to make Advantage 
on both Sides; with this Difference, how- 
ever, that, as the Bawd makes her Advan- 
tage of other People's Iniquities, the Broker \# 
keeps the iniquitous Part entirely to himſelf. YN 
It is a vulgar Saying of common Sharpers, , 
That if you don't keep your Mouth fout, they'll 
pick your Teeth out of your Head; but the 


more dextrous Broker, keep your Mouth 
never? 


* * 
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never ſo cloſe, will ſooner diſcharge it of 
thoſe Inſtruments of Life, than any, or all, 
the Toothdrawers in England. As the wan- 
dering Mumpers and Highwaymen have a 
peculiar Cant among themſelves, and which 
nobody beſides underſtand (a Privilege the 
doughty Society of Free-Maſons have to their 
Honour much invaded ) ſo the Broker has 
his Bear Skins, and like Slips of Jargon, to 
conceal Cheats and Frauds z which, though 
they deſerv'd the Gallows,. never yet, as ever 
I could hear, have preferr'd any of their 
Criminals to dilgrace it. Integrity and 
Honetty are Words wholly excluded their 
Vocabulary; as Modeſty, Truth, and Hu- 
manity are excluded their Practice. Drawn 
in by Ambition or Avarice, or both, the 
Wretch, as ſure as enter'd his Client, be- 
comes his Prize; and the ſudden Fall or Riſe 
ol Stocks (for Janus like he carries a double 
Forehead to make his Advantage and Uſe of 
both) are as ſure to ſecure the poor Cull from 


a a ſecond Fall. This remain'd a Myſtery of 
| Iniquity, confin'd to the cheating and knaviſh 


Part of the Citizens, till Nobility gave it a 
higher Sanction, and paid the Price of a 
ſhameful Curioſity, in the Loſs of their 
Eſtates, and enforc'd ſome of them to ſeek 
ignoble Governments abroad, in order to 
redeem their Lands at home. An unhappy 
Neceſſity ! Bur Omnipotence is equitable in 
all its Diſpenſations. 


C 3 The 
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The Ejaculation had juſt dropp'd my Pen, 


when falling into a Slumber, or Doze, or 
what proper Name to give it I do not know, 
but methought the naſtieſt Figure that 
ever my Eyes beheld ſtood juſt before me : 
No Spectre could appear more terrible; and 
yet I know not how it was, but there was 
ſomewhat ſo famfliariz*d the Apparition to 
me, that I was not at all aghaſt ; but, as he 
caſt his goggle Eyes upon me, I unconcer- 
nedly encounter'd them with my own. After 
a little Staring one upon another, Don' you 
know me ? ſays he; 1 am your old Servant De- 


. caſſerez the Broker. What do you come here 


for? ſaid I; I have no Buſineſs for you. But I 
have with you, anſwer'd he. I underſtand you 
are writing the Lives of us Brokers, and 1 
Was reſold to put you in mind of me. 1 ſhould 
be lath to be left out among ſuch a Scene of Wor- 
thiess I am ſure the Viciſſitudes of my Fortune 
will be as entertaming as the beſt of them. Horn- 
ever, left any of them ſhould, in ſuch a long 
Series of Time, have flipt your Memory, I am 
come on purpoſe to be your Prompter. Little 
Rogueries would be cumberſome, and afford a 
Field too ſpacious for Leiſure. Beſides, where 
great ones are not wanting, and want no Foils 
to ſet them off, the little ones are not worth: 
your Notice, However, let mine, 1 beſcech you, 
be the firſt ; and, if you do it well, I promiſe 
weu I will help you to a Dozen more, dead and 
living, that ill bountifully recompence your 

Labour, 
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Labour. You muſt not forget to let the World 


know how often I rid in my Chariot, and made 
a moſt ſurprixing Figure, both at Court and 
City. It is very true, I very ſeldom kept it up 
more than a Month; but then it is as true, 1 
was rarely longer before ] took it up again: For, 
as ſoon as ever new Prizes furniſh'd me with 
new Means, the ſame Scene of Glory was re- 
new d, and I lorded it as long as my Money 
laſted, and then to work again. Don't forget 
the Story of the Virgin Plate, nor the Bales of 
Sil; becauſe J look upon them as two ſignal In- 
ftances of my Ingenuity. But, above all, re- 
member the Adventure of my Dutcheſs. F you 
can ds that cleanly, and dreſs it up for the Eyes 
and Ears of the Fair Sex, J am certain I ſhall 
not go without the Salisfaction of their Ap- 
plauſe. The Scene was quite delicious in itſelf ; 
but then, to dupe the Duper, to a Man of my 
Conſlitution, was extravagantly agreeable. Her 
Perſon, nor the Sum repriz*d, ibo conſiderable, 
afforded nothing like it, My Brethren of the 
Circumciſion envy'd me, and the whole Exchange 
reſounde d with the Adventure. Theſe that did 
not know me, would hardly afford it Credit; 
for they /illily argued, that no Mortal alive 
could be endu'd with Impudence enough to make 
ſuch an Attempt : But thoſe were moſt in the 
right, who wonder'd how ſuch an old Stager 
could be over-reach'd in her own Vocation. I 
muſt confeſs, I myſelf have often ſince, in Con- 
templation, applauded the Dexterity of the Ming; 
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and have been thinking. of ſending to Rysbrach 
to cut out my Statue in Marble, with an Inſemp- 
tion at Bottom, expatialing on every Part of my 
Proweſs. If 1 ſhould purſue the Projeft, what 
do you ſay? will you furniſh me? Tho, © 
ſecond Thoughts ( notwithſtanding Alodeſiy was 
not wont to be much in my Company) 1 fancy 1 
could hatch a ſhort one for my Turn, and it 
ſhould only run thus; Decaſſerez, the Pattern 
and Prince of all earthly Brokers, What jay 
you ? will it do? Do? ay, ſaid I, undoubled- 
ty. Then, prithee, begin the Work, ſays he: 
Begin it out of band: I am all Impatience till 1 
fee it. Write # with Spirit and Flame; not 
like your little Twwelvepenny Biographers : They 
write as if they had fwailow'd Opium in ſuch 
Doſes, that it word out of their Fingers Ends 
into their Quills. Nor need you lie as they do: 
For my Part I am ſtall'd with it. I lied fo 
much in my Calling, that I care not how little J 
have in my Life. My Profeſſion, as well as my 
Face, will bear me out, ibo you ſhould ſet my 
Aclions out in the moſt glaring Altitude. Come, 
take your Pen and begin. I hum'd and ha'd, 
and made a thouſand Excuſes to be ſpar'd; 
bur he perſiſting in his Importunities, 1 found 
I had no other Way to get off, than by tel- 
ling him, I had one in my Eye who would an- 


fewer his Purpoſe much better, and I would get 


him a Recommendation ta him from à modern 
Collector, very much in his good Graces, He is 


a Man fo much of your own Complexion, Con- 
ſtitulion, 
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Rituticn, and other fine Qualities, that I dare 
take upon me to ſay, you will be highly pleaſing 
to one another. Beſides, be is a Man that 
will do any thing for Money; and that is a 
Principle ſo much after your own Heart, that it 
muſt inevitably endear him. Neither will be 
ſtic at Truth, where ils contrary will embeliſh ; 
and that is flill more endearing. But one Thing, 
however, I muſt prepare you for; If you go to 
make him a Viſit on the Sulject, I muſt tell vou, 
that, th in the Place from whence I imagine 
you came, you may have ſeen very ul-favour'd 
Faces, you would certainly be frightened at bis, 
if bad not forewarned you. He lives in Roſe- 
Alley, at the Sign of the Twickenham Pindar. 
1 ki -» the Man; by the ſame Token his Head 
and his Face narrowly reſemble that of a Rabbet 
juſt robbd of its Skin. Pl] away, write a Letter 
to him by the firſt Packet, He'll print it, it 
may be; therefere I'll preſs it ſo home, in all 
Circumſtances, that it ſhall anſwer my Ends, 
whatever it may do his. 

He had hardly left me two Minutes, when 
in ruſh*d a Poſſee of ill- look'd Fellows, that 
put me in bodily Fear, and made me clap 
both my Hands in my Pockets, by way of 
Precaution : But I ſoon diſcover'd them to be 
of the ſame Clan ; for one cry*d out, louder 
than the reſt, Pray, Sir, ſpare me; I was 
not covetous of Fame; I deſire nothing but Quiet 
and Reſt, and wiſh, with all my Heart, my 
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1 4 . . 
f Actions could reſt with me, Troth, Cries ano- 


| | ther, I da not lite this Way of trumping up a 


Man's Actions after he is dead; as if a Man, 


Wt rohen his Accounts lie hard upon his Hands, had 


nothing elſe to do but to mind what is paſt, Ab ! 
ſays a third, chat is paſt is paſt, and who can 
help it? But the future is what confounds me. 
After this, ſuch a Confuſion of Demands and 
Defires rang thro* my Ears, that I could not 
diſtinguiſh any one Particular from the 
Whole. Nevertheleſs, finding the Genera- 
lity ran upon an Act of Oblivion, I thought 
it my wiſeſt Way to ſtifle their Clamours, 
and appeaſe the Spirit of Sedition by a Speech 
of Pacification. Livy had furnifh'd me plen- 
tifully with Preſidents, and I followed his 
profound Example in the following conciſe 
Manner; Gentlemen, ſaid I, ve ſeem appre- 
- benfive of Shagows. Who has infuled the idle 
Notion into your Heads, I know not; but I take 
upon me to aſſure you, I have no Deſign of trou- 
bling myſelf jo far as !o bring your eld Actiuns 
into freſh Memory. My Leiſure cent permit 
it, if my Iuclination would. Beſides, what Aa- 
vantage, either in Profit or Honour, could I pro- 
poſe in recording thoſe Aftons which you jeem 
aſhamd of ? Quiet your Spirits, therefore, and 
prepare yous ſelves for the Audit now coming on. 
From any Attempt of mine, your known Ignomi- 
F. my vi ſecure you better than Threats or 
41 Perjuaſions. F any ſhould eſcape the Puniſh- 
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ment you a p prebend from Fuſtice, ſuch an Eſcape 
might be a proper Topick for Panegyrick z but 
true Satire can never deſcend to laſh the Uafor- 
tunate ; of which Number I cannot but include 
all that are paſt reforming. Shame is no Part 
of their Portion, and therefore Satire would be 
thrown away upon them. Let me, therefore, 
again adviſe you to be eaſy as the Circumſtance 
oil admit. Retire to your Quarters till calPd 
upon, and be aſſur'd, if you have nothing to fear 
from Juſtice, I will be Jo juſt to myſelf and you, 
as to give you no real Occaſion to fear any 
thing from me. They ſeem'd all pacity'd, 
and were quietly departing, when one ſteps 
back from the reſt, and whiſpers me in the 
Ear; Sir, you ſeem to carry a good Tongue in 
your Head ; if you will give me Leave to re- 
tain you to plead my Cauſe, I promiſe you I will 
be generous. I confeſs, it is no very clean one: 
There are ſome ruin'd Widows, and maiden 
Ladies, will appear againſt me, and J expect? 
they will netther have Mercy nor Moderalian. 
4 intend to plead the Statute upon them ;, for, 
Sir, it <vas in the Year 1720, and they bave 
never proceeded againſt me, either in Court of 
Lao or Equity. What think jou? Is not the 
Plea valid ? You may, perhaps, queſtion your 
Pay ; but, though I brought no Money along 
cih me, I have Credit, and can draw m 
Bill upon one or two that 1 left behind me, 
abo keep their Country Houſes, and live as 

Sat 
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great as the Lords that made them. 1 was 
upon giving an Anſwer, when in ruſhed ö 
two or three Janizaries, with their Whips | 
m their Hands, and gave him ſuch a ſmart 
Caſtigation for his Loitering, that he ſet 
up a Roar, methought, ſufficient to have 
awak'd the Dead. It had that Effect up- 
on me, however, and put me under a Con- 
ſuſion that I could not eaſily recover it for 
ſome time alter I awaked. 
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Of MisERs and USERERS; 70t 
confin'd to either Age or Habit. That a 
thorough Miſer may go fine, and eat 
well. 


OM MON Vogue, with much the 

ſame Juſtice that it repreſents all Witches 
under the Shape of old Women, will have 
none but old Men to be Miſers. That old 
Age 1s more prone to be avaritious and near 
than Youth, is moſt certain 3 nevertheleſs, 
that the Seeds of that Avarice were ſown in 
Nature while young, I think is as little to be 
dliſputed. The better to ſettle the Point, 
therefore, I think it would be neceſſary to 
define what a Miſer is. To call him barely 
a covetous Wretch, is to define by Walves ; 
ſince, when we have ſaid the moſt, it will, I 
am affraid, require more to comprehend his full 


Character. However, there can be no Harm 
in making an Effort, ſince, however ſhort 
we come of the Original, we are certain of 
Painters enough among Mankind to finiſh 
the Picture. A Miſer, then, in my humble 


Opinion, 
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Opinion, is a Man that has Wealth in Plenty 
but has not the Soul to make a right Uſe of it. 
Who, by locking up that Treaſure which the 
Law aſſign'd for Publick Emolument, and 
Reaſon intended for univerſal Benefit, he ſo 
far defrauds his Country, and diſhonours both 
that and human Nature. He has a profound 
Reverence for old Adages, eſpecially ſuch as 
hit of his own Humour; but, above all, that 
Charity begins at Home, as a firſt Principle, 
is always at his Tongue's End, and ever 
neareſt in Practice. Offer to borrow Money 
of him, he will abjure his Ability; and ra- 
ther truſt omnipotent Mercy with his Soul, 
than any Part of Mankind with a ſingle Six- 
pence. Yet is he not ſo ſordid in Attire 
as common V ogue portrayes him. No! tho? 
he allows himſelf none fit to appear at Court 
in, he takes care to wear none that thall ex- 
clude him the Company he propoſes to get 
by. Gain is his ſole Religion, and, to ſave 
his Soul, he would not be the Man that 
ſhould forfeit a favourable Opportunity. He 
will not ſtick at Meanneſſes, if the Means 
to attain z for he likes no one Action or 
Saying of Veſpaſion's, ſo well as that Jeſt he 
put upon his Son Titus, relating to the Sterco- 
rian Duties. In ſhort, to creep into his Fa- 
vour, is to help him to a good Bargain, 


provided you are Maſter of that Self-denyal, 


as, by way of Merit, not to aſk a Reward, 


He has laid it down as a ſelf- evident Peony 
that 


INS IDE- OUT. 39 


that every Man is born to do him Service, 
as well as Homage, tho” perhaps it would put 
him to a Nonplus to give an Inſtance that he 
ever ſerv'd any. 

Whether this my Miſer agrees with the 
common Notion, or has not ſomewhat of 
un prone in his Character, I will not pre- 
end to diſpute ; but if I would allow myſelf 
to expatiate, I could prove his Legitimacy 
in all, or every Part, excepting as before 
excepted, the Sordidneſs of his Habit. It it 
ſhould be objected, that he loves to eat and 
drink well; the beſt Authority aſſerts, that 
it is at other People's Coſt. And to one that 
urg'd his Generoſity in giving his Footman 
a ſmall Place, it was, in my Hearing, an- 
ſwer'd, that he divided the Prefits, and made 
the other Part go to pay Wages. As to his 
keeping a Miſs, rather than commit Matri- 
mony, if her Keeping was no more chargable 
than his own, his Family need not apprehend 
any other Robbery more than the ſmall Pit- 
tance he may probably allow her at his hft 
Parting, if his Soul ſhould put a Cheat upon 
his Body and ſtay a little behind. As to 
Charity, he is an excellent Theoriſt, and 
talks as much, and as learnedly, on the Sub- 
ject as any Man; but as to the practick Part, 
the World may be allow'd to be ignorant, 
ſince unknown to himſelf. And this all that 
know him are well aſſured of, that if ever 
any ching like had amounted to Action, the 

Cryer 
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Cryer would never have wanted even Two— 
pence for a Publication, ſince his own Tongue 
would have kept the dear Half. pence in his 
Pocket. 

I know not what other People may think 
of this, but the melancholly Meditation 
plung'd all my Faculties into ſuch a perfect 
Abſence that the little Senfe I had left was 
beginning to quarrel with Providence, at its 
giving more than half a Plumb to a poor 
Soul that never had the Heart to ule a Part 
of it. Arguing with myſelf, and a little fret- 
{ul upon this Topick, I undreſs'd, and toſs'd 
myſelf into Bed, where over and over rerumi- 
nated on the Matter, till Sleep, with her 
gentle Shackles, came to my Relief, and ſoon 
ſent an Emilary of her own to reſolve all my 
Doubts, and reproach the wiſe Imaginations 
of my waking Spirits. I was got, methought, 
into the oddeſt Scene that ever Eye beheld ; 
every thing about me was too hideous for 
Nature to havea Hand in: Furze, Bryars and 
wild Hollies, cover'd the whole Area; and 
it an Yew or Cypreſs now and then appear'd, 
It was in ſuch an irregular Manner as gave no 
Beauty, but rather advanc'd the Horror of 
the Landikip ; every Cypreſs being without 
Shape, and not a Yew with Leaves on tt. 
Inſtead of an Avenue, or any natural Walk, 
there was a Path fo very narrow, that the 
Furze and Brambles often catch'd me by the 
Legs, and made me ſenſible of my * 
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However, as there was no other, I made 
ſhift to bruſh thro', as well as I could, till 1 
came to an Opening that preſented a Houſe to 
my View; but ſuch a Houſe it was as gave 
me no favourable Idea of my Change of For- 
tune. It was antient, the Windows all 
broke, and not a Door on Hinze to keep out 
either Thieves or Beaſts of Prey. The Sight 
was ghaſtly, and the Appearance terrible; 
yet I ceſolv'd to go in, tho* my Courage, at 
one or two Eſſays, had well nigh fail'd me. 
At laſt, enter I did, where, in a large Hall, 
hung with Cobwebs, and unfurniſh'd with 
either Stool or Chair, I was accoſted by a 
grim Fellow, who demanded my Bu/ineſs, 
and who I came to ſpeak with ? The Queſtions 
might be very proper ; but ſure I am, they 
puzzled me properly to anſwer them. Ar 
laſt, aſſuming a little Courage from my In-. 
nocence, I frankly told him, I was a Stranger, 
and had wander d out of my Way, and neither 
knew where I was, nor any body there, but 
would thank him very kindly-to reſoive me. My 
Story, I found, had molity'd him, and alter- 
ing the Tone of his Voice, and Air of his 
Viſage, Come along with me, ſays he, and, as 
a Stranger, Jil gratify your Curioſity. This is 
the Houſe, ſays he as we walk*d along, of 
Pluto, the God of Riches : He let it out to ſome 
Miſers and Uſerers, who have let it run out of 
Repair as you ſee: They thought to have brought 
all ther Wealth along with them, and lay it up 
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in this Place, and, according to the Wildneſi of 
their Fancy, had provided ſubterrancous Vaults 
40 ſecure is; but, fince they are not able io pay 
their Rent, by his Order I have ſecur'd their Per- 
fons, and J expect every Moment a Band of Ja- 
mzaries to carry them to Tryal, this being the 
Time ajjix*d for that Purpoſe : But, if you have 
4 Mind to jee them before they go, as far as Time 
evill admit, Vll ſher you them. They are all in 
ſeperate Cells, and my Orders are ſo to keep them 
till their Tryals are over, for fear they ſhould lay 
their Heads together, and ſtudy how to circum- 
vent their Landlord ; for, I can tell you, there 
are two or three Lawyers in their Number, and 
they are ſuch a Sort of Vermin no Devil in Hell 
cares io have to do with. 

Juſt as he had ſaid this, we came to the 
Door of the firſt Cell, which, when he had 
open'd and enter*d, there appear'd ſuch a 
Figure of a Mortal as my Eyes never before 
beheld. He was low of Stature, round Vi- 
fag'd, and ſtoop'd in his Shoulders; yet 
even old Age had not depriv'd him of a 
Sanguinity in his Complexion. Nevertheleſs, 
his Eyes overflow'd with a perpetual Rheum, 
as if reſolv'd, by the watering of his Cheeks, 
to preſerve their Ruddineſs. All the Cloaths 
he had on was ſcarce worth a Sice, and would 
hardly have been pick'd off a Dunghil by 
our common Rag-gatherers ; and yet neither 
Voice nor Vivacity would have allow'd him 


to have exceeded Threeſcore, As ſoon as 
% he 
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he ſaw us, Well, ſays he, and what am I going 
to my Tryal ? As ſcon as = pleaſe, they ll prove 
no Uſurious Contracts or Extortion upon me. I. 
is well known in the Metropolis I came from, I 
was too diſtruſtful to have truſted my own Fa- 
ther with five Pounds. All they can lay to my 
Charge is Thrift; A Sin neither Nobility or 
Gentry, in my Country, ever were guilly of, If 
they had, better it would be far the Nation; they 
might then pay their Debts without ſtarving their 
Servants, or the poor hongſt Tradeſman. Then 
fixing his Eyes upon me, And bere, lays he, 
they would have me pay Heaven knows what 
Rent for a Houſe I don't care how ſoon 1 am rid 
F; when I never paid on Earth above Three- 
pence a Week for my Lodging, and lodg d well 
too: Tis true, it was four Story high ; What of 
that ? It was aſcending and deſcending, and 
that, from the Creation, has been the common 
Stage of Life. And bote, I pray, do you think 
T1 ſhould have got all the Wealtb I was Maſter 
of, if bad not been ſaving in that and otber 
Matters, It was not my Paper Merchandize 
could ha ve done it : No, Frugality and Abſtemi- 
ouſneſs were the Advancers of my Fortune. A 
Meſs of Porridge, and a Half-penny Roll, have 
fubjiſted me a whole Day and a Night; and 
theſe Cloaths which you fee me now have on, have 
ſtuc by me, with a little of my ten Application, 
for upwards of twenty Years. I never regarded 
Faſhions any more than they regarded me; by 
this Means I grew Rich, and for this Tam = 
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vy'd and malign'd, But could 1 have thoughts 
Je was going on, when my Guide whiſpering | 
me, that F we ſpent ſo much Time in every Cell, | 
we ſhould never go thro* a Tithe of em, I obey'd 
the Hint and follow'd my Leader. | 
_ Crofling the Place, which was the Way 
= |: my Guide thought fit to lead me, in a Cell 
1 oppoſite, appear'd a Perſon very old, very 

Skinny, and very long Viſag'd. If I had 
I} been to paint a Miſer, 1 could not have 
pitch'd upon a Figure more repreſentative 
| than his. Had I met him in the open Street, 
| | the firſt Onſet had fo affix'd the Idea, that it 
| 


would hardly have been in the Power of Oaths | 
| or Aſſeverations to weaken it. Juſt as we 
| enter'd, J/hat, ſays he, are you come 10 carry 
4h me to a. Hearing? What, I wonder, can any 
Wit alledge againſt me? Is it a Sin io improve my 
1 Talent ? I am ſure I have the Goſpel on my Side, 
Nah and ſure it would be very hard to ſuffer for follows 
Wt ing Precept, and obeying Command and Example, 
ny Beſide, I had a Family to provide ſor; and if 1 
i ferap*'d hard to cover the Back, I am ſure they 
it will tell you, that I, at the ſame Time, f inch'd 
is the Belly, and made Mortification a ſujjictent 
5 Guardian to Vertue, Perhaps 1 might now and 
then make a Sally againſt Law, and improve Op- 
portunities which threw themſelves in my way, 10 

my own Advantage; or perhaps they may throw 

1 in my Teeth, my conſt ant Uſe of Procuralion and 
. Continuation ;- but I dare appeal to the large Fra- 
þ ternity, if it is fit that any thing” of that * 
11 ä 0 
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zug bt to be Capital; wwe run a fair Riſque in 
every Arlicle ; but a Blot is no Blot till hit; and 
if hit, the Law is open, and we muſt anſwer 
it : But «when the Law is ſatisfyd, ſure, in com- 
mon Reaſon, there ought to be an End of the 
Matter. This, if I ever knew any thing of Law 
or Pradlice, is an undeniable Theorem, that no 
Man ought to ſuffer twice for the ſame Fat. 
Beſide, if a Sin, I had my Pumſhment in my 
Sin; for, after all my Carking and Carefuineſs 
to leave behind me Fortunes for my Daughters, 
what was the Reſult? they threw themſelves 
away upon Titles, and, by that Means, inliſted 
themſelves under freſh Pennances, till their new 
Mortifications exceeded their old, and ſent them 
hither Joon after their Dad. He would have 
gon on the Selengers round, if we would 
have heard him; for his Lungs ſeem'd to 
have the full Reverſe of his Countenance; but 
my Guide telling him, Ve came on no ſuch 
Errand, and that he might, as yet, compoſe him- 


ſelf, he ſhut to the Door, and led me acroſs 


again to a Cell next to that we had firſt 
enter'd. 

So ſoon as he had open'd the Door, I ob- 
ſerv'd a ruddy Complexion'd, not very old, 
Man, with a Pair of Scales in one Hand, and, 
to my Imagination, a Heap of Crown Pieces 
lying aſide him. I perceiv'd he was pickin 
out the heavy, becauſe he threw the other 
apart by themſelves. Mal's here? ſaid I; 
a Kofierncian?® an Adept, at leaſt? Neither, 

ſaid 
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ſaid my Leader; this is a young Miſer 3 for 
be began to ſcrape and hoard before be was out 
of his Shell: He loves to tell his own Story, and 
glories in his firſk Obſcurity. Have a Moment's 
Patience: So ſoon as he has made an End of that 
little Heap, you will find be will begin to open. 
According as he ſaid, ſo it ſell out. JI hall 
never get a Farthing by melting theſe, ſays he, 
pointing to the lighter ; bu? theſe will anſwer. 
Have you any to diſpoſe of looking upon me; 
Iwill give you a Penny apiece over for all that 
are full Weight. I anſwer'd, I had none; but 1 
believ'd that I knew a Friend of mine that had. 
With a Smile, ſays he, Send him to me; III 
purchaſe em all, if he has never ſo many; or, if 
be does not care to come ſo far, let him call at my 
Partners, a topping Goldſmith, near the Tower, 
and that will do as well, If you knew my Begin- 
ning, you would wonde, how came by all this 
Caſh, and all this Credit ; for I toas but the Son 
of a Carter in the Country: But even in Youth I 
had Ambition, and therefore, forſaking my Pa- 
rents, I trudg*d up to London, and had the 
good Luck to be entertain'd as Footman to the lop- 
pingeſt Refiner in the City; be put me out. 10 
School to write and read, and having allain'd 
to a ſtiſt, plain, but legible, Hand, as 1 had 
ſwept the Shop before, be enter'd me into it : At 
laſt I grew expert enough to manage the Scale, 
and be truſted with the Secrets of the melling 
Pots; But all this bad done nothing, if my 
Planets had not done more for me than 1 could do 


for 
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for myſelf. A rich old Citizen, that had long 


kept his Caſh at my Maſters, upon ſome little Diſ- 


guſt that he had taken, was reſold to be re- 


veng?d; he ſends for me to the Tavern one Even- 
ing, and there propoſes to ſet me up in the ſame 
Buſineſs, under my Maſters Noſe : You may 
eaſily imagine the Temptation was too powerful 
to be reſiſted by mortal Man, What * to get into 
a Shop at one Leap? and to be Maſter, not only 
of myſelf, but others ? I could hardly give Credit 
to any of my Senſes : But, he was as good as his 
Mord; and we ſoon let my old Maſter ſee bis Er- 
ror, by the Succeſs of his Servant. In ſhort, I 
manag*d Matiers ſo well, that 1 ſpeedily grew 
Maſter of Money enough to diſpiſe my Benefactor, 
as I had before done my Maſter, and ſtood upon 
my own Bottom, After ſwallowing up a Dozen 
or two young Merchants and Tradeſmen, by 
lending em Money (tho I never did it without a 
good Underſtanding) J arriv'd to the Pitch of an 
almoſt Alderman ;, yet this I can ſay, if 1 dyd 
before I was one, I made one; and I have heard 
it jaid, that, next to being a King, is the Power 
and Pleaſure of making a King. He was fo 
pleas'd with his Theam, that he would have . 
held it on Hours longer, it my Leader had 
not heckon'd me away. 

At our coming out, I could not avoid inti- 
mating my Amazement at the ſtrange good 
Luck that ſome People had in the World 
more than others that better deſerv'd it. 
Stop your Amaze, lays my Guide, till I have 

| carry'd 
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carry'd you to the next Cell: But, ſince you will 
uot find him ſo open and communicative as the laſt, 
before wwe go in, I will give you a ſhort Detail of 
his Hiſtory : He came up to London like the 
laſt, in Leather Breeches and Wooden Shoes ; 
had the ſame good Luck to fall into the Service of 
one that took a Fancy to bim, and, from a Foot- 
man, advanced him to be head Caſhire. The 
Maſter had truſted the Government largely, and 
that Government took no Care of their Engage- 
ments, inſomuch that his own Notes were at 40 
or 50 per Cent. Diſcount. In this Exigence he 
could think of no other Way to relieve himſelf, 
than by making uſe of what ready Money he had 
by him, to buy in his own Notes. He truſts this 
Creature of bis own making, and delivers him 
a very large Sum to lay out. The Wretch 
bought in his Maſter's Notes, indeed, /o far as 
to make Payment of the Money he had receiv'd, 
which he delivers to his Maſter, and put the 
reſt of the ready Money into his own Pocket. The 
Maſter broke, and the Servant, a true Child of 
Mammon, takes his Shop, and ſets up for him— 
ſelf. Where he throve, not only to be Alderman, 
but Lord Mayor; What Jay you © Will you ſee 
him ? Not for the World, laid I, il he comes 
upon Trial, and J almoſt long for it, to hear 
what ſuch a Wretch can have 16 jay for himſelf. 
The Words were ſcarce out of my Mouth, 

when appeared a large Band of the Janizaries, 

crying, as they came alorg, Come away, 

come away, The Words were uttered = 
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ſuch a hollow Voice, and diſmal Tone, t 
ſtruck me to the very Heart, and made me 
ſhudder; then what Effect can we think it 
muſt have on thoſe who were Parties con- 
cern'd. At the very firſt Sound, the Doors 
of the Cells had flown open of their own Ac- 
cord, and they began to march in a Sort of 
Proceſſion, two by two; firſt the Myers, 
and then the Uſerers. I was for making haſte 
before to ſave my Diſtance, but my Guide 
ſtop'd me, and cry'd, Let *em go, PI hew yon 
a fhorter Way, and be in Court before 'em, let 
em make what haſte they will. Such a melan- 
choly Cavalcade never was ſeen upon the Face 
of the Earth; they wanted nothing but 
mourning Cloaks to make a downright Fu- 
neral Mummery of it; with this Difference 
only, that their Countenances did not ſeem to 
betray any want of real Sorrow. So ſoon as 
they were all paſt by, my Guide was as good 
as his Word, and we got into Court before 
the firſt appear d. There my old Friend 
received me at the Hands of my Guide, and 
I took my Station as uſual. 

I know not how they had manag'd Matters, 
hut the Uſerer laſt ſpoke of was got firſt, A _ 
Precedency from Superiority it could not be; 


for Death makes all equal. I apprehended ix | 5 


therefore to be a Contrivance of my Guide, 
that I might be an Far Witneſs that he had 
told me nothing but Fact. Whatever it was, 
ke came firſt up to the Bar, and with an Air 
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he had ſtill been Chief Magiſtrate of æ 
etropolis. Minos aſk'd him his Name, and 
he told it; which beginning with the Letter 
D, the Regiſter was examin'd, and read, 
which agreed to a Tittle with what my Guide 
had told, only he had forgot one Part of his 
Charge, which was his cheating the Publick in 
Excheguer Notes. However, Minos inſiſted 
mainly on the Cheat he put upon his Maſter, 
and therefore order'd him to the Manſion of 
Judas Iſcariot and Ziba. | 
The poor old Miſer in the firſt Cell came 
next, and made ſuch a deplorable Figure, 
that, had it not been known to be voluntary, 
it would have mov'd Compaſſion any where. 
Rhadamanthus aſł'd him, a little inſultingly, 
methought, hat was become of all his Riches? 
Towhich he reply'd as peeviſhly, They wouldnot 
let me bring them along with me; for which I hope 
the Court will take a Time ſeverely to puniſh the 
Defaullers; for, had I brought them bere, ſce- 
ing my paſt Error, 1 might have done ſome Good 
with them : But, as it is, they never did me 
any Good, living or dead. They that have got 
em, will tate as much Pains to duck 'em away, 
as 1 did to ſcrape em together , and yet there is 
no Extortion, or Uſjury, to corrode them : Mine 
muas all pure Tbriſt; not one bit of Sin, but mere 
Mortiſication. Immediately I perceived a Sign 
given; upon which, I ſaw a Fellow enter 
with a Fool's Cap, the Bauble and Bells re- 
yers'd, which clapping on his Noddle, he 
was 


* 
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was led away to the Lake of the A/ter-!hought 
Men. A juft Puniſhment, ſays Minos on his 
going out, for ſuch as ſtarve their Bodies in 
love lo their Country, and their Country in love 
to themſebves. 

The hagged Uſerer came next; but he 
ba wl'd out, as ſoon as at the Bar, that he had 
his Puniſhment ſince he came hither : However, 
finding, upon Enquiry, that what he meant 
was only upon account of the Miſcarriage of 


his Daughters; Will that lefſen your Crime f 


ſays one of the Judges: Does it not rather 
double it ? Why did you not chooſe to diſpoſe of 
then while they were young ? Les Money would 
then have ſerved them z, and, iu all Probability, 
giving em leſs, you had marry d*em better, which 
had leſſen d ther Misfortunes, and your Demerits. 

Such Scenes of Extortion and Sordidneſs would not 

theb have attended you to your Grade; and the hit- 
ter Curſes that follow you here, had probabiy, then, 

all evaporated on the other Side the Water, The Lot 
therefore was of your own caſting, Providence 
ſeems hardly to have had a Hand in it. There- 
fore take him away to the Oppreſſers of the Mido 
and Fatherleſs. 

The next, who was the young Miſer, 
heard the Sentence, and trembled gricvouſly: 
But the Name being ask'd, and the Letter 
given, by the Advice of his Attorney B—4, 
who was always at his Elbow, he would 
tain have evaded his Trial, and have pleaded 
Unpreparedneſs. A, ſays Miuos, if that 
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would do, wwe ſhould not have a Trial here once 
in an Ae: For, by what I have ſeen, few, 
very few, are prepared to come before this Board, 
He then made an Offer of ſubſtantial Bayl ; 
but neither did that avail : Minos cry'd out, 
Read, read. The Attorney thus put to all 
his Quirks, demanded, in Behalf of his Cli- 
ent, a Copy of his Indifiment ;, for he was (ure, 
he ſaid, he could pick a Hole in it. Radaman- 
thns, in a Rage, bad one of the Janizaries 
lay hold of him till the Regiſter was read; 
which was done accordingly, and the Crimi- 
nal, according to Sentence then paſs'd, was 
order'd to a Hole where he would neither 
want Fire nor Aquafortis for his future Ope- 
rations: And, added Rhadamanthus, take that 
officions Gentleman along with him, and let him 
learn his old Companion there to patch Holes as 
well as pick *em. The Lawyer cry'd out, The 
Sentence was not juſt, and, coram non Judice, 
and abundancelike ſtuff, but the Noile of the 
Principal was ſo much Jouder than that of the 
Agent, that, if I may ſo ſpeak, he went off 
in a noiſy Taciturnity along with his Client. 

After this, methought, appear'd a Group 
of ſuch ill-favour'd Faces, that I had ſcarce 
Stomach enough left to caſt Eye upon 'em. 


In a terreſtial Court of Judgment they would 1 


have been in danger, to a Man, of ſuffering 
unheard, under the Condemnation of their 
aboding Countenances. Nevertheleſs, their 
Names were all demanded one by ore, and 


the 
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the Regiſter conſulted, and Sentence pro- 
nounc'd accordingly: But what ſurpriz d me 
moſt was, a a — of Males and Females 
mixt together in a Corner. They had every 
one a Petition ready to hand up to the Bench; 
but the Cryer refus'd to touch any one of 
them. Minos, at laſt caſting his Eye on that 
Side, aſk'd aloud, Mat they bad got ibere? A 
Petition, my Lore, cry'd all together, that the 
Hall rebounded with the very Eccho. Minos 
ordering one to be taken and read, as near 
as | can remember it was to the Effect fol- 
lowing : | 


To the moſt Honourable the Bench of Judges, now 
ſitting for the Ballance of Affairs Human. 
The humble Petition of Achan Pinch-poor, 
Citizen. 


Sheweth, 


66 HAT your Petitioner, as long as he 
% could, liv'd in an honeſt Calling; 
«© but finding Things run awry, he wiſely made 
«© a Stop before all was gon, and ſet up the 
« Charitable Trade of a Pawnbroker. 
That your Petitioner, in order to render 
« his Charity more extenſive, divided his 
larger Sum into ſmaller Portions, which he 
ent out diffuſively to ſuch as were really 
% neceſſitous. 
That your Petitioner humbly hopes, in 
« Conſideration of the Premiſes, that this 
D 3 honour- 
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« honourable Board will not put him among. 
% the Bankers and Uſerers, but allow him a 
« ſeperate Time of Hearing; when, it is not 
to be apprehended, but his great Services 
* and Merits, in reſpect to the Common- 
wealth, will condeignly exact your Fa- 
* your. 

And your Petitioner, as in Duty 

bound, Hall, &c. 


The Board lay'd their Heads together, and 
it was ſome Time before they could come to 
a Reſolution: Till Minos, demanding, F any 
here had anything to offer againſt the Petittoners, 
a large Troop of diſconſolate Figures, from 
the Bottom of the Hall, made up to the Bar; 
but in ſuch: Confufion, that the Cryer was 
over and over oblig'd to call out to Order. 
I obſerv*d among em ſeveral that were half 
cloath*d, and many that had little elſe beſides 
Smocks and Breeches: But, above all the 
reſt, there was one fo very remarkable, for 
Youth and Beauty, that I could not avoid 
tending my Compaſſion along with her before 
the had utter'd a Word. Ar hft, My Lord, 
ſays ſhe, I hope wwe ſhall be heard againſt the. 
Enormities of thoſe Wretches, Under very grie- 
vous Exigencies, I ent to this very Petutoner, 
Mr. Achan, 4 Gown that I had never worn 
fix Times, and be would advance no more than a 
Tithe of what it flood me in, over and above my 
Mantua-maker”s Bill for making. Neceſſity bad 
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tt Law, and I flalter d myſelf 1 ſhould be able, 
i a little Time, to redeem it. Inſtead of which, 
my Lord, the Villain diſpos'd of it, and broke 
my Heart ;, of all which I have my Witneſſes here 
in Court — My Caſe, my Lora, _ another 
interrupting her, is harder ftill, I wanted 4 
larger Sum, to try my better Fortune at dear 
Hazard ; and therefare ſent my repeating 
Walch Me Money came, but came, ſure, 
from an unlucky Hand, for it ſoon forſooł me; 
and, for want of an Ability to get it home to 
wear at my Side, as cuſtomary, I caught ſuch a 
Cold as carryd me off before I could ever again 
ſet ſight of i:. Twenty more were ready to 
rejain, which Minos perceiving, order'd the 
Cryer to demand Silence, and then ſpoke: 
Let the Petitioners have their Petition ſo far 
granted, as to appoint em a Day of Hearing; 
and let Proclamation be publiſhed, fignifying the 
Time when ;, let all Parties that have any Com- 
tlaints to make, enter their Names, and than 
appear to prove their Allegations; ſpecious Pre- 
tences of charitable Undertakings, ſhould never 
miflead the Diſcerning, but much leſs ſhould oder- 
diolent Proſecutions proclaim Men guilty : We 
Hall be able, on à fair Hearing, to diſtinguiſh be. 
tween Malice and Fuſtice, and puniſh thoje wwho 
fees to prevent the one, as well as thoſe win eu- 
fiave their Reaſon to an infamous Idolatry of the 
other, The Speech was receiv'd with ſuch 
univerſal Applauſe, that my Ears ſeem'd to be 
ſtunn d with it many Hours after it wak'd me. 
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Modeſty and Complaiſance, he came from 


I may wait on you, I thought the Applica- 
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many. Some worſe than Book-worms 
that feed on what ſupports them. Gra- 
titude, or Generoſity, no Part of their 
Portion. 


AITTING alone the other Day at a 
Coffee Houſe near the Temple (I humbly 


J obſerved a young Gentleman to Eye me 
very wiſtfully for a whole Hour that J had 
fat waiting there. At laſt, with an Air of 


a Table on the other Side, and accofted me 
in the following decent Manner; Sir, ſays 
he, I ſee you are alone, and therefore I hope I 
do not break in upon you with any Ill- manners. 
Af you are at Leiſure, I have an humble Requeſt 
fo make to yon; or, if not at Leiſure now, be 
ſo good to af pcint me an Hour when, and where, 


tion ſomewhat ſingular; and, had not my 


- Petitioner been very decently equipp*d, I 


ſhould have been apt to conclude the Buſineſs 
Was 
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was a genteel way of begging: But he ſoon 
diffoly'd all ſuch Apprehenſions by adding, 
If I was now at leiſure, he had a Bottle of 
Vine at my Service; and intreated I would 
not refuſe him the Honour of my Company. 
Sir, ſaid I, I don't know what your Buſineſs 
may be, but you behave yourſelf with too much 
Modeſty and Decorum for me to entertain any 
Diſtruſt or Jealouſy. I do not often allow my- 
ſelf to be prevail'd upon, by Perſons ſo unſuita- 
ble to my Age, to go to a Tavern; but appre- 
bending, by cobal you have ſaid, that I may be of 
Service to you, by my Advice, 1 will go along with 
o,; for 1 find the Perſon I ſtay'd for has for- 
goat himſelf as well as his Appointment. Upon 
which I aroſe, paid for my Coffee, and went 
along with my new Acquaintance to the San; 
fo ſoon as the Bottle was brought, I ask'd 
the young Gentleman, I he was known there ; 
which anſwering in the-Negative, I call'd for 
Towers, and gave Orders, that that no-body 
ſhould interrupt us on any Account whatſo- 
ever. 

Alone, as we now were, I expected every 
Moment when my Youngſter would begin to 
open; but two or three Glaſſes having paſs'd 
without any Advance, I began to ſuſpect the 
old Fool was like to be the Dupe of the 
young one. At laſt, perceiving it all to pro- 
ceed from a Struggle between Modeſty and 
Timidity, I refolv'd to break the Ice my- 
ſelt: So taking the Glaſs, Come, Sir, faid l. 
{9 
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to the Buſineſs that brought us here. Sir, ſaid 
the Youth, [return you my moſt hearty Thanks 
for your Motion ; for I profeſs J was under 
ſome Diffidence, that if you had not by the Men- 
tion inſpir'd me with freſh Courage, I ſhould 
bardly have been able to have utter'd the Bur- 
den of my Heart. Tou muſt know, Sir, I am 
a Student of the Temple, of ſome ſtanding ; 
where, alths* I have not fail'd to purjue the In- 
tention of my Father, by a due Application of 
my Studies of the Law, I hade always found it 
& neceſſary Relief to me, in proper Intervals, a 
little to unbend myſelf in Studies of ancther, ibo 
very inoſtenſi ve Tengency.. 1 meither much fre- 
quent Taverns, or Plays, tho" far from any In-- 
veleracy to either : If an Acquaintance that J 
am well aſſur d of, invites me to a Bottle, 1 
accompany bim; or when I find myſelf quite 
weary d with Study, if a Play that I lite offers, 
I go to it, either with a Friend, or by myſelf, as 
it happens: But my general Inclination is, io en- 
jy myſelf by myſelf , and, as Osborn, in his Ad- 
vice to a Son, dir ects hin; to try his Pen on all 
Occaſions , liking. the Advice, I have follow'd 
it, jometimes lo the pleaſuring myſelf, and now 
and then with the Approbation of others : I ne- 
ver was ambilious of being in Print; fer, as 
my Lord Verulam ſays, 1 look upon it as u 
little thing to be an Author. Let not my Imper- 
tinence fatigue jou, Sir, if you pleaſe Pl pledge 
Jeu. 


Such 
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Such a Briskneſs of Spirit, mix'd with f@ 
much good Manners and good Nature, ſur- 
riz'd me: However, purſuing his Motion, 

took the Glaſs and drank to him, deſiring 
he would proceed as ſoon as he had pledg'd 
me; and to give him Encouragement, I af- 
ſur'd him, I Hd the Preface ſo well, that 1 
did not much fear liking the Book. I ſpoke this 
figuratively, tho? he took it literally. The Book, 
Sir? ſays he, I profeſs you have hit it; that 
i what I want your Advice upon. So putting 
his Hand in his Pocket, he drew out a hand- 
ſome Octavo, and put it into my Hands. I 
look'd on the Title and lik'd it: But, Sir, 
laid I, I cannot ſuppoſe that you en pect my Opi. 
nion of it immediately? Far from it, ſays my 
Youngſter ; F you will pleaſe to burden your- 
lelf with it home, and jeruſe it, I will wait 
your Sentiments at your own Appointment, Why 
then, ſaid I, let it be this Day ſeveunight, at the 
fame Houſe, and I will take care wwe have the 
ſame Room. We made an end of our Bottle, 
paid for it, and fo parted. 

I went home with all the Impatience of a 
Lover; but the Reſult was, I found myſelf 
more ſubſtantially rewarded. The Theme 
and the Management both pleas'd me, and 
the Stile, allowing for a little youthful Flo- 
ridity, was inimitable. I read it over, but 
found it was only to read it over again: I ran 
it through a ſecond Time, and that prepar'd 
me for a third. In ſhort, I was ſo pleas'd 

Wo with 
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| 


60 The WORLD turnd 


with it, that I could not but meditate witlr 
myſelf what ſhould be the Meaning of his 
putting it into my Hands. The Reaſon 
that firſt occurr'd, I thought to be the moſt | 
likely; that the young Author, being baſh- 13 
ful, had a Deſire, after Peruſal and Appro- i 
bation, to have it publiſh'd. Perhaps, ſaid 
I further to myſelf, his Pocket may at pre- 
ſent require a little Repleniſhment : It can 
be no Breach of Tiuſt ; V1! give a Cha- 
racter of the Book without ſhewing it, and 
feel the Pulſe at a Diſtance of a topping Bibli- 
opol of my Acquaintance. If it won't do, 
there's no Harm done; and at all Events I 
thall be better able to talk with my Young- 
iter when we meet again, I dreſs'd, and: 
away I went, full of the Treaſure that J went 
to offer; and fet it out accordingly : But; 
in ſhort, I found him ſurrounded with fo 
many Vs and And's, that I ſoon began to diſ- 
cover that I had miſtaken my Man. As firſt, 
tbe great Charge of Preſs and Paper was cer- 
tain, the Diſpoſal. uncertain. Beſides, he could 
not think of entering upon a Thing of tbat Na- 
ture without the Advice of a Friend, and that 
Friend would require Time to paſs his Judgment 
ell, ſaid 1 interrupting him, you need not 
lay fo many Blocks in the Way; for 1 have yet 
no Orders to offer it. What I did was ex mero 
Motu, and in Expetiation of having your Thanks 
for it in Return, But ſince — I found here 
my Chap began to look very grave; and, 
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in his Turn, interrupting me, ſays he, F he 
Author is young, and wants Encouragement — 
and my Friend approves of it — I would give, 
whiſpering in my Ear ſuch a damn'd out- 
of-the-way Sum, as drove all the Blood 
out of my Face, and myſelf out of his Shop, 
faſter than I went in. What a ſtrange Paſs is 
Mankind come io, ſaid I cogitatively going 
home, that be ſhould be backward in giving En- 
couragement to what be gets his Bread by? As if, 
like the Worms bred in the Books in his Shop, 
he was to thrive by defacing only. Pernicious 
Mrelcb, or rather grinding Mortal, if it ſhould 
be publiſh*d thou'li curſe thy Error, and be the 
ib that will lament the Loſs of the Copy. I 
had hardly finiſh*d this ſhort Soliloquy, when, 
paſſing by the Shop of another who ſtood at 
his Door, with Hat in Hand, he deſir'd me 
to wall in, and, if nct in haſte, allow bim a 
quarter of an Hours Diſcourſe. This ſeem'd 
as odd as the other; but knowing my Con- 
veriation among Authors, and that I did not 
ſpend my Time with the worſt, Do you know 
of nothing, ſays he, as ſoon as I had ſeated 
mylelf, hat would be worth a Man's printing? 
We are in a perfeft dead Calm, and half the 
Preſſes in Town are piratically employ'd in ſfteal- 
ing other Peoples old Copies, for want of new of 
their own. We ſee it every Day, ſaid 1; but 7 


believe the Government will get mbre by their 


Advertiſements, than moſt of em will get by 
their Labour, I can compare it, continu'd 1, 
| 4 L 
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to nothing better than the Vice of Building, which 
at preſent over/preads the Suburbs; for tho one 
Man truſis him with Brick, another with Lime, 
and another with Timber, yet the inconfiderate 
Builder muſt run his Country, if ever it comes 
into the Heads of the Wiſdom of the Nation, to 


fracture this Exorbitance, and lay a Plaiſter to 


this Impoſthume. You need not trouble the Mil. 
dom of the Nation, ſays he, with our Malady ; 
# is in the Power of any two or three good Au- 
thors to put @ Stop to the Evil I complain of. 
Whether it be to inſiruf, or divert, a Book well 
wrote would take People off from the piratical 
Art, eſpecially as their Eyes begin to be open, 
and they find that by the Shoeing- Horn of a lit- 
He a Week, they pay the Price of an old corrett 
Edition for a new one ill printed, and worſe 
perform'd. | 

Cloſing in with his Sentiments, now 
thought I is the Time to open. y, laid 
I, I have the Offer of ſuch a Book as you ſpeak 
of, that, in my Opinion, when public d, ill 
anſwer both the Ends you ſpeak of, and bes- 
inſtruft and divert. He ſeem'd overjoy'd at 
the News, and ask'd, F he might have a Sigh; 
of it * Who doubts it, anſwer'd I, when corve- 
ment. But not to give my Friend nor Tou any 
needleſs Trouble; What | A Beth ? Alas! 
Sir, cry'd he, how is it poſſible to give an An- 


fewer to that Queſtion till I fee what it is? Ths 


Quantum I agree, (aid I, is impoſſible ; but you 
need not be afraid of making your own Senſes 
Caterers ; 
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Caterers: For every Thouſand you ſell what ſhall 
the Author have? That, Sir, ſaid he, -you know 
is an out-of-the-way Trajfick. It may perbaps 
be a new way, and «therefore I propoſe it; as 
likely, ſaid I, to anſwer the honeſt Ends of ei- 
ther Bookſeller or Author. - Conſider, you will 
have a large Field to take in the Buckram, Stay- 
tape, and Canvas of the Trade; and if the 
Certainty ſhould happen to look greater one Way, 
the Uncertainty would be much leſs the otber, 
which, in my Opinion, would be a ſufficient 
Equivalent. It would leave room, anſwer'd he, 
for Cenſure and ill Names; and, perhaps, end 
at laſt in a Law-Suit, That ſure might eaſily 
be avoided, ſaid I, but, however, it was onty a 
Notion of my own, and ſo let it die. Never- 
zb4:fs, continu'd I, this is certain; ſuch a Book 
have, and now in my Poſſeſſion : I have no 
Leave nor Dire#lions, as yet, from the Author 
10 communicate or propoſe 3 but, if his Inclina- 
tions tend that Way, ſure 1 am it will richly re- 
pay a Publication , and could 1 find a Perſau 
of your Proſeſſion, which, I profeſs, I never yet 
found, that was of a generous, free Spirit, that 
would not cramp, but encourage the Author, be 
ſhould be the Man I would recommend it io. You 
ought firſt io conſider, that good Authors, and 
Men of true Taſte, do not ſpring up every Day; 
and when they are ſprung, that if they deſerve 
Care, they ſhould not want Encouragement. One 
good Work may produce another. Jacob had 
ue ver ſet bis pair of Left- legs right, if he had 

| npp'd 
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nipp d his Flowers in the Bud, before they had 
bloſſom'd. Trifles ſhould be born with, and Pe- 
nury baniſh'd. To have noble Thoughts, you 
Should aways take care that your Hot-bed does 
not boſe its Pleat 3 for if it do, the firſt nipping 
Wind blaſts your Pains, and one Hour may 
carry away a thouſand Beauties that Ages cant 
repair. The beſt Author is but a ſort of a head 
Journeyman to a Bookſeller, who is ſure to reap the 
fold Part, whatever Share of Fame may be the 
Portion of his Benefaftor. If you will let me bring 
my young Friend to your Market, on theſe Pre- 
liminaries, it is very likely I may. Wilb all 
my Heart, ſays my Bibliopol, and the ſooner 
the better. Upon which I took my Leave, 
and return'd to my Lodgings. 

I had juſt fettled myſelf in my Elbow Chair, 
when my Servant brought me up Word, that 
There was a Man below, with a very hard 
Name, waiting to ſpeak with me. How bard 
ii? fard I in a little Warmth; JU z as to0 
bard for thy Tongue, bring it in thy Teeth. The 

ords were juſt flown, when he anſwer'd 
me, He was at the Door. If he's at the Door 
let him come in, ſaid I. Ho! Mr. Salmongundi, 
1s it you ? ſaid I; What is your Will and Plea- 
fure * Why, Sir, ſaid he, I am told you have 
.a Copy to diſpoſe of, and I am come to trajfuck 
with you ; Jil give you as much as any one. In 
the firſt Place, anſwer'd I, your In urmer, who- 
ever he be, is a falſe Loon; I have no Copy to 
dijpoſe of, tho* a proper Purchaſer fhuuld fer. 
| 4% 
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No! fays he, Mr,—— naming my firſt 
Chap, told me you had, and proſfer d me a 
Share in it. Then you are come, 1 ſuppoſe, to 
beat down the Price; but, I aſſure you, you 
Labour is in vain; for, as I told you before, 
T have no ſuch Copy to diſpoſe of, and if I had, 
T ſhould take care who 1 diſposd of it io; and 
hat _ may tell bim. I you are fo bot, re- 
ply'd he, Pl give you this for a Cooler; that 
if it takes Pl] print it upon you, and ſo good- 
by. The Impudence of the Fellow, tho* no- 
thing better was to be expected from him, 
put me in ſuch a Fluſter, that, it his trap- 
ſtick Legs had not carry'd him down like an 
Arrow, I ſhould not have been able, with all 
my Philoſophy, to have kept my Temper. 
However, after about a dozen Turns in my 
Room, I grew cooler, and, at laſt, fo com- 
pos'd, that, ſeatmg myſelf again in my 
Chair, I fell into a ſound Sleep; the Reſult 

of which was as follows: 
Methought a Perſon enter*d at the Door, 
of an Aſpect ſo very awful and reverend, 
that I could not ſay whether I was more ſur- 
_ or pleas'd. When I roſe up to pay 
im that Reſpect I believ'd his Due, he made 
a Sign to me to wave Ceremony; and, ſeat- 
ing himſelf in the Chair next me, would not 
permit me to quit my own to him, tho” I 
ofter'd it over and over. I ſtill kept my Eye 
fix'd; for, indeed, there was ſomewhat ſo 
faſcinating in his Countenance, that I could 
not 
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not remove it. He obſerv'd it, and, at laſt, 
broke Silence in this Manner; Zou do not know 
me, I am certain, and yet you ſeem to have 
ſome Idea would perfuade me that you did. And 
perhaps you are not wholly miſtaken : My Por- 
traiture has been no Stranger to Bookſellers 
Shops; nor my Writings to the Learned. FHaw- 
ever, to keep you no longer in Suſpence, I am the 
unfortunate Raleigh, 1he Sacrifice of Puſillani- 
nuty, aud the Martyr of the Publick God. 
But no more of tba. The Occaſion I now viſt 
you 1p0n is of another Nature — Tt is a litile 
good Advice, which F imagine 1 am as _—y of 
giving as Experience can make a Man. Jou are 
going to iutroduce a young Author into the Ii urin; 
ts a nice Point, aud it beboves, you to take all the 
Care you can of bim; by the Hands he firſt falls 
into, be may be either marr'd or made : You 
know the Sort of People you have to do. with ; 
and, I believe, you are not ignorant of the Uſage 
I receiv'd ad their Hands, Where Ingratilude 
predominates, who: can propoſe Generoſiiy; The 
Saviour of Mankind bas told us, We are not t9 
expect Grapes of Thorns ; which, in my Opinion, 
tacitely teaches us, to make Proof of Men before 
wwe truft ; and that is the Leſſon that 1 now 
would inculcate, However, if you will go along 
with me, I twill demonſtrate to yau, if your own 
Eyes will ſuffice, the different Stations of theſe 
fordid Ingrates, and their  ill-us'd Beneſafloy. 
Mu Heart, methought, had no ſooner given 


its Aſſent to the Propoſal, but we were _ 
| frank- 
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tranſported, I don't know how, or which 
way, into the moſt delicious Vale my Eyes 
ever beheld ; Jaſmins, Myrtles, and Marum- 
were as plenty as Thiſtles in Scotland, ye 
they grew in ſuch Order, that plainly dit- 
play'd how much Almighty Power exceeded 
all that's human. What to me added ſtrange- 
ly to the Rapture, was the Company that 
there was walking and converſing together; 
not a Face but carry'd Wiſdom without 
Care, and Vivacity without a Tinge of Le- 
vity. 
When he had let me contemplate a while, 
which 1 obſerv'd he did with Complaiſance 
and Pleaſure ; This, ſays he, is ihe Seat we 
are doom d to walk. in till our final Doom, 
which I will leave io you whether tt can admit 
of any —_ of Happineſs, but what may ariſe 
from our - Expettations of greater: This is the 
Company 1 converſe with; and, tho you don't 
know em, I leave you to judge by Appear ances, 
if we can want any of thoſs vulgar Amuſements 
Wwe are now proud to be diveſted of, and de- 
barr'd from. For my part, I muſt declare 
it, I was fo pleagd with his Diſcourſe, the 
Place, and all Things-in 1t,. that I could have 
wiſh'd it could have been my Lot to have 
ftay'd with him, and there bave taken my 
eternal Leave of all I left behind. He gueſs'd 
at my Acquieſcence by the Delight that 
x in my Eyes— and gently nodding his 

d, only anſwer'd, Al Things in their proper 
Seaſon. 
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Seaſon, Moving a little forward, Come, ſays 
he, I muſt now ſhew you another Lands ; 
not ſo pleaſant and raviſhing as Ibis, nor will 
"you wiſh to ſtay there, as I believe you do herb: 
* But, in order to gain our Admiſſion, and ſecure 
our Retreat, wwe muſt firſt gather a Branch of 
this Tree, which will anſwer the Ends of both. 
What the Tree was I cannot ſay, having ne- 
ver ſeen any thing like it on the Face of our 
Region: But as ſoon as I had the Branch in 
my Hand, methought, I apprehended no- 
thing of Danger; and, notwithſtanding his 
ill Succeſs once before, could have follow'd 
my Leader on another Expedition to Guiana, 
with his old Intrepidity and Bravery : But 
this ſhort mental Soliloquy was ſoon put an 
End to by the reiterated Word of Command, 
#0 follow my Leader. It was impoſſible to ex- 
prefs the Deliciouſneſs of the Plain we walk*d 
over, neither would a Man believe, if I told 
him, the Swiftneſs of our Paſſage: What the 
Great Virgil ſays of the Speed of his Camilla, 
will be allow'd to be far ſhort z ſince in a 
Moment of Time, which was as ſwift as 
Thought, we had reach'd the other Side; 
where we were ſtopt by a large and ſtrong 
Pair of Iron Gates. A Figure of an uncom- 
mon, and no leſs ghaſtly, Size, ſtood on the 
other Side, whom I ſuppos'd to be chief Por- 
ter; and who no ſooner ſpy'd the Branches 

in our Hands, but the Gates were open'd, and 
we permitted to enter. Permitted, did I fay? 
| I queſtion 
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| 1-queſtion whether, under the Conduct of any 


other Leader, I ſhould have found Courage 
to have made the Attempt. Such a Change 
of every thing, from pleaſant to diſmal, pro- 
digioufly ſhock'd me; and it he had not 
frequently reviv'd my Spirits with chearful 
Speeches, I had certainly flag'd before my 
Race had been half over. Goſs, Thiltles, 
and Brambles were all the earthly Product; 
and, which added moſt to their Hideouſneſs, 
at almoſt every Step we took a Viper or a 
Rattle-Snake were popping out their Heads, 
and faluting us with their Hiſſes, or caudatal 
Bagpipes. Tho? what gave me a little Com- 
fort was, to obſerve that even Goſs, Thiſtles, 
and Brambles made way, and open'd, of 
their own accord, a Path for us to paſs along ; 
and that even their hideous Inhabitants made 
no Attempt to annoy us. - But what moſt of 
all inſpirited me was, the Obſervation in the 
Countenance of my Leader, who, without 
the leaſt Concern, conducted me along, only 
now and then reproaching my Trepidity with 
a ſmiling Air. In this Condition we had 


march'd painfully till we arriv'd at the prodi- 


gious Mouth of a large Cave; that in the 
Peak, tho' with a little Town in the Mouth 


of it, was nothing in compariſon to this, 


Our Branches, whoſe Virtue I found had pre- 
ſerv'd us before, gave us ready Entrance 
here; but another-grizly Figure demanding 
Whoſe Quarter wwe came to viſit ? my Leader 

telling 
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telling him, The Bibliopo/s, we were guided to 


it directly, and without Deviation. 


I found they were plac'd all in ſeveral Cells, 


or Apartments, excepting the three Factors 


of my Leader, who were plac'd together; 
that, as their Injuries done Mankind, in the 
Loſs of his ſecond Volume of The Hiſtory of 
the World, were then match'd in concert, they 
might together receive the Rewards of their 


Folly and Avarice. However, before we 


came. to the Cell of that Triumvirate of Pol- 
trons, our infernal Guide let us into ſeveral 
others. In the firft I remember we ſaw a Man 


lay'd on his Back, and another ſitting over him, 


with a Hammer in one Hand, and a Chiſſel 
in the other: My Curioſity ſtrangely led me 
to ask who they were, but not knowing how 
ſuch an Inquiſitiveneſs might be taken, I had 
reſolv*d to ſuccumb under my Ignorance ; 
when the Fellow, of himſelf told me, That: 
was a Bookſeller, and the other upon him his 
Author, whom he had cheated of his Copy; for 
which he had been doom'd to undereo the Torture 
of the Hammer and Chiſſel to his very Heart; 
the Wound healing up again every Tinte, as faſt. 
as made, for a new Operation. The Operce 
was as tir'd as the Operator; for, tho' the 
Fellow roar'd out perpetually from the Ex- 
quiſiteneſs of his Pain, the other found that 
his Thirſt after Revenge, which had drawn 
him in to the Choice of being his own Exe- 
cutioner, render'd what he dreamt would have 

been 
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been a Pleaſure, ſo laborious and irkſome, 
that he underwent a Pennance little inferior 
to that of the Criminal: So blind is Revenge, 
and ſo extravagant are human Paſſions ! 


From that Cell he led us to another; and 
there both Author and Bookſeller were hard 
at it in the Dialect of Billing ſpate, reproach- 
ing one another for the Diſaſters they had 
mutually contributed to. Pm ſure, ſaid the 
Author, I follow'd your Orders, and fiil'd it 
ſo full of Obſcenity, that you found the Devils 
themſelves were aſham'd of it; and yet you pre- 
tend, that you lojſe the Sale of it for want of 
Sali; but that's one of your old Tricks to aveid 
Payment. And what has your confounded Feſt, 
1 pray, coſt us? Becauſe, to ſhew your filiby 
Taſte of Wit, in order to ſave your own Bacon, 
you afferted, the whole of my Brains lay in my 
G. I muſt be doom'd to have my Guts ſpun 
out upon this damn'd Wheel, and you to ſwallow 
the Ordure. A mighty Satisfaftion with a Mur- 
rain to you. You liv'd upon Ordure all your 
Life ; but 1 never imagin d my Guts were or- 
dain'd for Chitterlings. Leave your Brabling, 
ſays the Porter, and to Work, or I ſhall make 
you, Upon which the Bibliopol began to twiſt 
both Ways, and Jay'd before our Eyes ſuch 
a Scene of Naſtineſs, that we were glad to 
leave the Glutton to his Repaſt, and the 
Providore to his Pain, and get away as faſt as 
we could: Yet I could not but think, at part. 
ing, there was Juſtice, as well as a great deal 
of Humour, in the Thing, In 
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In the next was a meagre, lean Connoiſſure, 
as he calPd himſelf, with his Dictator cloſe 
by him. I found by their Recriminations, 
that they had been Partners in framing a So- 
ciety for eſtabliſhing Blaſphemy and Infideli- 
ty: So ſoon as the Porter enter'd, here are 
your Tormentors? cry'd he; How will they an- 
fever this Neglect to Lucifer? Nay, pray, Friend, 
ſays the Dictator, give a litile Truce io your 
Wrath ; we have ſuffer'd ſufficiently, and hear- 
tily condole our former Follies ; let it ſuffice. No, 
no, ſays the rough hewn Jailor, you muſt 
be wiſer than Providence decreed you; land 
broach Opinions, that the wiſeſt of Men always 
deteſted, to get yourſelf a Name in your own 
Conceit. Where are the Feathers, and Cap, and 
Bells? Why are they layd aſide? Great Offi- 
cers always wear the Enſigns of their Proweſs, 
Beſides, here's all your Doſes of Fallop and Oxy- 
mel lie by you ; how will your Brains ever be 
clear d if you don't Phyſick © Your great Goddeſs, 
Reaſon, will tell you, that ſtrong Deliriums re- 
quire ſtrong Purgations. Pl! ſend 'em to you ; 
and Pm ſure Lucifer will not take this Neglect 
of Duty at all well at their Hands. When your 
Guts are tranſparent thro your Skin, it ill be 
time enough for Mitigation. 

In parting from that Cell I was ſtruck with 
a horrid Outcry, that I could not tell what 
to make of at firſt; but coming near, I 
could very diſtinctly hear one bellowing out, 
My Sentence is unju ; 1 appeal, I appeal; J 

an 
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am 10 Bibliopol; I am 20 Bookſeller; here. 
fore J am coram non Judice, and condemn'd 
againſt Law, Goſpel, or Conſcience. Heylerocket, 
ſays one of the Janizaries 3 this is a delicate 
Medley, indeed; ud Bookſeller, and yet con- 
demn'd on the Bookſellers Day? Minos does 
not uſe to commit ſuch Mistakes. If yeu are not 
4 Bookſeller, pray what are you What are 
von condemn'd for? Indeed, and indeed, ſaid 
the ſquab Wretch, I am no Bookſeller; and 
that was all they could get out of him, tho* ma- 
ny other Queſtions were ask d over and over, 
At laſt ſaid the crafty Janizary, imagining 
ſome Evaſions, If you are no Bookſeller, 74 
go and ſearch the Records, and if I find you 
are condemn'd irregularly, Pll acquaint the 
Judges with it, O do not, do not, ſays the di- 
ſpirited Wretch, , indeed, I am no Book- 
ſeller, hat are you then, with a Murrain 10 
you ? Can't yu anſwer a plain Queſtion ? Pm 
fure you are ſome Implement or Appurtenance 
cf a Bookſeller, or you had never been ſent to 
this Place. To confeſs ſeriouſiy io you, then, 1 
at — and there he ſtopt. P! be hang'd, ſaid 
the Janizary, if thou art not ſome Book ſeller's 
Bye-blow. Why, indeed then, lays the Wretch, 
in the other World I was a Promutger of Sct- 
ences, Anglice, @ Printer. I thought fo, ſaid 
the Janizary ; I knew you could not come here 
for nothing : And jo the Bookleiler brought you 
Blaſphemy, Smut, and Treaſan, and you were 
tis Promi ger of tide noble Sciences; the Sink of 
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other Mens Iniquities, and the filthy Puddle of 
your own, and theirs too. Come, confeſs in 
Short: hand, and open your Heart honeſtly, and 
PII fee what can be done for you. In the mean 
Time you may ſet down your Meſs ; for I don't 
think it fair to choak a Man in his Tale. Sigh- 
ig roundly, he fet aſide his Gallick Oglio, 
and began as follows : 
I began the World with little, ſu very little, that 
# could hardly be calPd a Beginning; but Fortune 
taking notice how much I reſembled her in my Va- 
riability, ſoon mar d me for ber u]; and, in 
fpight of my Planets, mage a Man of me. She 
began with a Paradox; and, ibo my Wiſe was 
vert uous, made her the Means of my Advance- 
ment. Money lent was as good as my own, and 
J, who before could hardy waddle, fewam in Bu- 
fineſs, like a Gudgeon in a Mill-pond. To make 
myſelf famous, I ſet my Preſs to work againſt 
the Government, and ſbould have got a deal of 
Money by it too, had not my Water-conrje broke its 
Bank, and carry d the Stream a different Conrſe 
to what it was originally intended; which, and 
my Fears of a perpendicuiar Figure at another 
fert of Tripos than Apollo's, made me change 
2th Reſolution and Inclination, The ſame En- 
gines that had been at work againſt the Govcrn- 
ment, I now embaraſsd for the Mmiſtry ; and 
dere 1 found a donble Advantage, both Profit and 
Security into the Bargain. To ſleep in a whole 
Shin ch comfortable; but to ſleep with full 
Pockets was the Comfortable of Comfortables. 
AS Whatever 
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Whatever was ſent to me, I immediately uſher d 
to the Publick, tho“ ſome of it was by far mores 
cwretched Stuff than ever I printed before. For 
this ſome calPd me a Renegado; but bow can 
he be a Renegado that holds faſt to his firſt Prin- 
ciple, getting of Money ? And ſo you were con- 
demn*d, faid the Janizary, for being a Fact a 
botb Sides? No, no, ſays Squabby, IJ had got 
Off of all that clean enough, bad not an umluc 
Countenance or tipo brought in their Bills of In- 
diftment for Ingratitude, Hypocroſy, Inbuma- 
nity, Treachery, and a few other Lapſus Na- 
ture. Eat your Porridge, ſays the Janizary 
in a Rage, FA hear no mor. A fer other, 
Jay you ? the four mention d are enngh to damn 
a Nation and, I ſuppoſe your et cetera mnht 
ſufficiently ſerve of themſelves your private Cor- 
rorality. Away he flew in a Paſſion, and left 
poor Squabby to renew his diſconſolate La- 
mentation over his Meſs of Frog-ſpawn Soup; 
and we follow'd him to the next Cell, which 
was that of the three Biblipals, whoſe Avarice 
and Ingratitude had loft Mankind ſo vaſt a 
Treaſure 3 a Treaſure that none but 2 modern 
Fool was ever known to have found fault 
with; and he only, as he had done in Reli- 
gion, purely to oppoſe the Opinions of the 
wiſer Part of Mankind. Their Names were 
wrote in Capitals; but I obſerv'd they had 
no Tormentors near them ; the Reaſon of 
which I could nat refrain enquiring into. Tzey 
reed none, ſaid the Porter, they are heir own 
E. 2 Tut men!0s 3 
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Tormenlors; their Hypocriſy in concealing their 


paſt Advantages, and their Diſappointment in 


their future, ſo perpetually gnaw upon their Li- 
vers, that the Pumſhment of Promotheus would 
be nothing io it : Beſides, if you ſtay a little, you 
will find them under a Redandance another way. 
Not to ſpeak of their continual Brawls, and Had 
Skirmiſces, one with another, in order 10 lay the 
Saddle upon the right Horſe (which they will ne- 
ver agree upon, tho* they have Eternity itſelf to 
accompliſh it) they are oblig*d to undergo a perpe- 
tual Ordeal, worſe to them than that of either 
Fire or Water. He made a Stop, and l could 
not but imagine it was to give me an Op- 
portunity of enquiring into the Nature of | 
it; but, before I could frame the Queſtion, 
in ruſh'd a Parcel of as ill- favour'd Faces as 
Hell itſelf could furniſh, and call'd them to 
Exerciſe. My Leader, I ſaw, by the Change 
of his Countenance, was inclin'd to interpdſe ; 
but ſenſible that final Doom admits of no ſuch 
thing, he turn'd his Head away, as it he was 
going to leave me. Apprehenſive of the Conſe- 

uences, I call'd out as loud as I could, but he 
{cem'd not to hear; and the Criminals roaring 
out, oblig'd me to turn my Eyes that way- 
ward; when I ſaw every one of the Biblia, in 
an apparent Flame; the TI ormentors having 
adminiſtred to every one a Drench of flaming 
Brimſtone, to cure them inwardly of the Scotch 
Diſtemper. They roar'd out ſo exceſſively, 


that put my. whole Corporality under a grie- 
vous 
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vous Agitation: But the fear of being left, 
and forſaken by my Leader, who was almoſt 
but of Sight, drew away my Eyes from thoſe 
miſerable Objects, and neceſſitated me to 
ſpeed after him. As Men often ſtumble 
when they make too much haſte, ſo it was 
with me; for, thinking to overtake him, I 
jell, methought, into a Pit that I could not 
ſee tor the Brambles that cover'd it, which, 
to double my Terror, 1 found not full of 
Bookjeilers, but of Adders, and other venomous 
Vermin. I was ſo affriglited with the ter- 
rible Apprehenſions, that it wak'd me, and 
I never in my Life was more glad to find I 
had been in a Dream, 
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Of AUTHORS, in Proſe and Verſe, 
eſpecially Title-Page Authors, and la- 
borious Collettors. Profit, not Glory, 
moſtly their Ambition. 


T is ko fall Matter, ſaid the Great Veru- 

lam, to be an Author, I ſuppoſe he does 
dot mean ſuch little Authors as the Town 
now abounds with, whoſe Works fly about 
the Streets till quite weary, and then take a 
new Fight in Paper Kites, unleſs the Seaſon 
better ſuits 'em for little Grenadier Caps, or 
Pye Bottoms, Neither can I believe that he 
intended to honour with that Title the Col- 
jectors (however. diligent) of other Mens 
Works; ho, like bungling Builders, raile 
their Fabricks on other Mens Models, and 
then, if there happen to be any, aſſume all 


the Glory to themſelves. Theſe are the 


Ozithys and=— of the Age, who run deep 
m their own Conceits, but are the ſtanding 
Diſh for Jeſt and Ridicule at other Mens 
Tables. To be an Author within the Reach 
ot his Intention, if I miſtake por, a Man 

ſhould 
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ſhould be Maſter of a ſound Judgment, 


quick Fancy, and flowing Invention; nor 
{hould Truth be wanting to crown the Whole, 
Thus ſet out, he may propoſe to himſelf 
ſomewhat above the Common, and divert 
his eager and attentive Readers without 
ileeping. The no- beautiful Babes of the an- 
cient Family of And alſo's, and the Lite wiſes, 
lying: quiet in their Cradles, good Senſe, in a 
free and eaſy Stile, leads a Man on to his 
Journey's End before he is half weary'd 


cnough to wiſh it: For a Man may be ſatis- 


ty'd that his Author gives him real Delight, 
when, with a little Anxiety of Mind, he 
looks forward, under an Apprehenſion that 


his Pleaſure draws too near a Concluſion in 


the Concluſion of the Book, 

But let all the Lords in the World fay 
what they pleaſe, there 1s yet one other Sort 
of Author, that, under the Terror of the Lots 
of the goed Opinion of moſt of the Bibliopo!s 
in Town, I dare not omit to mention; thoſe 
are the Tille- page Authors ; the very Scara- 
mouohes of the Profeſſion ; under whoſe Ab- 
ſence neither Buttons or Stays are in danger of 
cracking; yet, as ſoon as ever they appear, 
nothing is heard but Billinſgate and Beargar - 
den; and Silence and Attention, which had 
Prepar'd their Entry, leaves Noiſe and Non- 
tenſe to provide their Welcome. They are 
the very Emblem of thoſe notch'd-handed 
Geatry (as Oldham calls em) who give their 

E 4 Atten- 
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Attendance at Conventicles to make old Wo- 
men cry, and young Guls giggle ; Jaborious 
to impriſon a whole Sermon in a Side, the”, 
when all comes to all, the Whole proves a 
Scene of Cyphers, which the grand Cypher 
himſelf is often at a Loſs to find the Meaning 
of. Or may we not rather compare them to 
our Grubifreet Hawkers, who, in an audible 
Voice, publiſh to the World the full Contents 
of their Half-penny Ware, and yet meet 
with Fools in abundance after to make a Pur- 
chaſe. The grand Perfection of theſe Non- 
Students 1s to comprize the whole Medley in 
the Side of a Leaf, and, if it fall into the 
Management of the top Proficient of the 
Science, it is then forty to one but he will pro- 
miſe much more there than will be found in 
any Part of the Performance into the Bargain. 
So Mountebanks, by their Merry- Andrews, 
and Tooth Drawers by their Girdles, toll in 
the Unwary, who remain 33 Idolaters 
till Experience opens their Underſtandings. I 
dare by no Means deny, that a pretty Jitle 
is a taking Thing; eſpecially when it lies 
compact and couch'd in few Words, which 
cleverly hit of the Deſign. of the Author: 
But ſure this might be done (and without any 
great Talent) without muſtering up a dozen 
or two of Or's, or Alſo's, thole common 
Fringes or Scollops of this modern fine Wri- 
ting. Mr. Dryden (thò' no Man in Life made 
more free with his own Preſcriptions) I — 
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lays it down for a Rule, that 20 dramatick 
Piece ought to carry in its Title an Or with 
il: And, if I remember right, the Reaſon 
aſſign'd is this, Becauſe, contrary to Rule, it 
muſt imply a Doubleneſs of the Afton. It may 
carry ſome Face and Colour in that Way of 
Writing, but will not hold in all others; 
tho', I confeſs, I cannot recolle& any one of 
the Claſſicks that ever made Uſe of it. But 
if we give ourſelves the Trouble of ſearching 
into the Deſign of our modern Practitioners, 
we ſhall find the whole Detail of their In- 
duſtry to end in this; to ſet off a Book that 
wants Merit, in order to get off an Impreſſi- 
on to their own Advantage. Profit is that 
they live by, and, in order fo to live, what 
matter is it how unprofitable ſoever the 
Work. Thus far it muſt be acknowledg'd, 
that the Truth, how diſtant ſoever from them, 
is on their Side; that the Fools among Man- 
kind maintain more than the Wiſe; and, if 
they perſiſt to appropriate the Proof, they 
ſhall have my Confent moſt heartily. 

But there is another Diviſion of Authors, 
much more material than the fagmer ; and 
that is the Verſe Writers, and the Proſe Hr1- 
ters; and, notwithſtanding the Witticiſm of 
Sir Henry Savill, who being ask'd by a noble 
Lord, What he thought of Poets ? made an- 
iwer, that Fe thought ibey were the beſt Mri- 
ters, next to thoſe who wrote in Proſe. | would 
leave the Obſervation I have made to the 

E 5 Jaig- 
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_ of others; whether they have not 
known many excellent Writers in Proſe, that 
never could arrive at any thing tolerable in 
Verſe? or, vice verja, whether they ever 
knew any excellent Writer in Verſe, that 
could not manage his Pen as dextrouſly in 
Proſe ? It is in Writing as in Diſhes ; what 
pleaſes one Palate does dot hit that of ano- 
ther; and yet I think I may venture to ſay, 
without the * of any Hyperbole, that 
there are ſome Writings, as well as ſome 
Diſhes, that will, in ſpight of Spleen or Cri- 
tic iſm, touch the Humour and Gouſt of every- 
body. As Verſe, it may difpleate Singularity 
and Humour, or perhaps Affectation; and, as 
Praſe, tho' never fo well wrote, it may want 
that proper Acumen to touch the Paſſions, 
which can never be wanting in good Poetry. 
If this Obſervation will hold Water, and 1 
ſhould not be very much griev'd to find the 
Objector give a good Anſwer, the Advantage 
will certainly fall on the Side of Poetry, to 
the utter ſpoiling of the Pro/e Idolater. And, 
therefore, Pindar, whom 1 quoted on another 
Occaſion, was not much out of Bias, when 
he makes Jove to lay it as a Curſe upon all 
Deſpiſers of Vertue, to have inharmonical 
Ears; but whether Verſe or Proſe compoſe 
the Subject, if not attended with ſmooth and 
eaſy Periods, and harmonious Cadencics, the 
Work may weary, but will never pleafe, even 
at a firſt Reading. 


It 
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lt has been a Queſtion among the Literati, 
Wether a Tranſiator may be properly liſted in 
the Number of Authors ? For my part, I ſhould 
agree with thoſe that declare in the e 


So far, indeed, as he makes a bad Tranflation, 
he makes it his own; and ſo far he may be 
.deem*d an Original: Whereas, if he makes 
a good Tranſlation, and anſwers in Spirit and 
Senſe the Deſign of his Author, he does him 
Juſtice ; but remains a good Tranſlator only. 
What ſhall we ſay then of ſuch as are not 
only bad Tranſlators, very often giving a 
wrong Senſe, and not often a right, but pre- 
tend to write Diſſertations upon the tranſlated 
Author; which, for Matter and Meaning, 
might every whit as well be entitled, Di/er- 
- tations upon Tom Thumb : Shall ſuch a one be 
deemed an Author? Boccalin would otherwiſe 
determine; and, inſtead of giving him a 
Place upon Parnaſfrs, undoubtedly would 
have plac'd him upon Silenus's Als, The fame 
Beaſt might, in all Reaſon, be allotted among 
many other Tranſlators, more particularly to 
that of * Julius Ceſar, Boccalin, and Monſieur 
P — alt; who, were they now ſenſible of 
the many Wounds their Murderer has given 
them, would vote him, in return, a Wound 
tor every Stab, which would render him much 
more terrible to look upon than the Man in 
the Almanack. Much the fame may be ſaid 
of ſome painful and laborious Collectors 
thoſe painful Architects, as I firſt calPd 'em, 


Not Bood's Tranſlation, upon 
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upon other Mens Models, whoſe main Em- 
ploy is to raiſe a Reputation upon Cavil, ra- 
ther than Criticiſm, and mar, by Miſtake, 
very often, what they thought to improve 
by a falie Ingenuity : Yer, while they extract 
and quote fairly and truly, they will deferve 
tome Commendation 3 but ſtill remain in the 
Station of mere Collectors: Nevertheleſs, 
when they act retrogade, and reſign them- 
felves up to Partiality, making half Sentences, 
or leaving out Words, to captivate the Senſe 


to their own Emolument, ſuch Collectors 


onght to be look'd upon as far worſe than 
thoſe upon the Highway; ſince thoſe only 
defraud our Pockets, but theſe attempt a 
Burglary or Felony upon the Intellects of 
Mankind. I would call all ſuch the Poſture- 
Maſters of Mankind, who go out ol the Road 
of Nature to ſet out Art. 

Full of theſe Elucidations, I laid myſelf 
down to my Repoſe; and, before I could 
compole myſelf, plainly found what was like 
to be the Reſult, Such a Contingency of 
Ideas ſwarm'd in my Brain, and yet ſuch a 
ſeeming Connection through the Whole, that 
I could not but fancy that Authors and their 
Productions would make my ſomniſerous En- 
tertainment. In ſuch a Situation a Man would 
not greatly wonder, if a Propenſity of waking 
Thoughts produc'd the like Tendency when 
ſleeping. According to my twilight Appre- 
henſion; Tor, as I before intimated, it was 
between 


| 
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between ſleeping and waking, ſo ſoon as Na- 
ture was fully obey'd, and all my human Fa- 
culties at reſt, methought I found myſelf in 
the Middle of a moſt delicious Grove, perfectly 
abſorb'd in the Contemplations of the De- 
lights of its regular Walks, fine Caſcades, 
and murmuring Rills on every Side me; yet 
all the maniteſt Handy-work of Nature, 
without any Aſſiſtance of her Handmaid-Art, 
put my Fancy into ſome Confufion, to ima- 
gine where I was, or who could be the 
Owner of a Seat ſo exceſſively alluring. V bat 
happy Mortal ? ſaid 1; Or can it be that there 
is any Mortal upon Earth ſo happy as to be 
Maſter of ſuch a poetical Tempe? Tempe, ſaid 
I, ſeeming to recolle& mylelf— Tis more 
"tis much more — is all beyond poetical Imagi- 
nation or Inventicn. If the chearful Quiriſters 
around me did not convince me where I was, I 


ſhould think my elf in Elizium. Nor would you 


be much in the Jrong, ſaid a Perſon coming 
out of a little Bower compos'd of Jaſmin and 
Roles 3 Did ever on Earth your Eyes behold any 
thing that might admit of Compariſon? Never, 
indeed, ſaid I profoundly bowing ; but ſince J 
am under an Error, be charitable (in Concert 
with your Aſpet) to ſet me right; and tell a 
Stranger where he is. Dou are in Elizium, re- 
ply'd my Leader ſmiling; and got into the 
Quarler you moſt revere, and where your In- 
clinattons moſt lead you. Come along; ſince good 
Fortune bas thrown me in your Way, I wil 


take 


| 
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take upon me to be your Guide, and h you 
Rarites that far exceed any or all you have yet 

I again renew'd my profound Obey- 
Jance, which 1 could not have refus'd, 9 
great was the Reſpect the Viſage inſpir'd into 
me, tho? even Inclination had reſiſted. 

The Perſon (for I was not yet able to affix 
what Sex diſlinguiſh'd, the Face ſo like an 
Angel, the Shape and Mein, and every thing 
agreeing) making a Sign to me to follow, 
led me into a Walk, green, freſh and ſhady, 
as if compos'd of Cedars only: This is the 
Reſort of the Contemplative; here you will find 
the Faces of many Men better known to you by 
their Works , here the Hales's, the More's, 
and Cudworth's think away their Minutes with 
a yet wifi d. for Happineſs, of which this is only 
an Earneſt. Tha! is the great Newton of your 
World; be 1s but lately come into theſe Parts ; 
but had you ſeen with what Reſpelt he was re- 
ceiv d, you would be ford to confeſs, that the 
Honours yeu paid him below were far ſhort of 
his Merit; and, therefore, in a geod old Ape, 
<vas be ſummon d to have em made up in ano- 
ther Place; and here is he come, by way of Pro- 
bation, to fit hiniſeif by the Converſation of 1b 
other illuſtrious Shades for an Eternity *they all 
wait for; and they are as well known to one 
another, as if they flouriſh'd in one Age, tho 
Ages intervening. Yeu ſee there are at due Di- 
Hances, plain convenient Seats for every one, 
when he is diſpes'd to make a Sally from himſelf 

mio 
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into the greater Eternity. 1 was almoſt rap'd 
methought with them, where St. Paul had 
led them the Way, and could entertain no 
other Wiſh than to remain in ſuch good Com- 
* But apprehenſive, I fancy, of giving 
nterruption to their Meditations, my Guide 
led me thro'a cloſe, but fragrant, Avenue into 
a Quarter more ſpacious, but full as alluring; 
for it was ſet out in quite another Manner, 
and bleſs'd with Odours ſuperior to any 1 
ever felt in Nature. 

So ſoon as we were enter'd, three or four 
of the Inhabitants approach'd with a Reve- 
rence that declar'd their Eſteem; and one in 
particular ſaluting my Guide, by the Name 
of Phantajia, I could not help rejoicing to 
and myſelf under a Regimen fo auſpicious. 
Without ſpeaking, I — myſelf among the 
Foetsz and the immediate Appearance of 
Cowley, Waller, and Dryden, convinc'd me E 
had not been out of the way. Cowley and 
Waller, I obſerv'd, walk'd Side by Side; but 
Dryden ſeem'd to lag behind, in order, I per. 
ceiv'd, to rub out a numerous Fardle of Lines, 
which his own, and the Viciouſneſs of the 
Age he liv'd in, had deluded him to ſoiſt into 
his Works. Otway, Congreve, and Rowe fol- 
iow'd next, and all directed their Steps to a 
noble Amphitheatre which ſtood in the Mid- 
dle. This is Council Day, faid Phantaſia to 
me, and they are going 10 bald a Council, But 
who, I pray, taid I, is tbat who comes —_ 
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and why fo grave and folemn ? Do you not know 
him then © ſaid my Guide; ſure you muſt have 


forgot, or have liv'd out of the World : He is fit 
only to walk alone; ſince his Pen never offended ei- 


ther his Maker Morality, or Good-manners. I! is 
Addiſon, ſaid I bluſhing, as juſtly aſham'd of 
my Oblivion, and was advancing to make 
Aronement by a decent Proſtration: But Phan- 
tafia check'd me, ſaying, No ſuch Actions 
were allow? d here, whatever were in our other 
World; and fo bad me follow, and obſerve 
their ſevera] Motions. At the very Entrance 
of the Dome I found merry Mat, who, ſtay- 
ing for t'other Bottle, had been diſtanc'd, 
had not his genuine Air procur'd him Ad- 
mittance. Phantaſia told me, That, accord- 
ing to Order, we could not be admitted to bear 
the Debates. Neverthele/s, continu'd my Guide, 
have a little Patience, and we ſhall hear what 
paſſes ;, for tho, like other Councils, they are feworn 
to Secrecy, there never wants one or other addle- 
headed Member that is guilty of a Weakneſs he 
has often reproach*d his Mother with, Accord- 
ingly in a little time out bounces Dryden in a 
furious Chafe, that, Addiſon had been, by a 


vaſt Majority, choſe Preſident : But what he 


ſeem'd the moſt to reſent was, that a Fel- 
low, as he call'd him, ould be admitted to fit 
among jt them, who had deny'd his Hind and 
Panther to be a Poem. But Phanta/ia told 
me, in a Whiſper, that Ye iigbt rather be- 
liede he came away ſo ſuddenly for fear of the 

Caſtra- 
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Caſtrations they were reſold to make in bis 
Works, to allow em the Name of Paſſable. 

He had not gone far before he was met by 
two others, to whom, he ſeem'd to me (for 
I was at too great a Diſtance to diſtinguiſh) 


to be laying open his Grievances. They ap- 


pear'd to be not a little affected at what he 
ſaid, and having parted, made up towards 
the Dome, with a little mending of their Pace, 
as People in a Heat generally do. Ibo are 
theſe, I pray? ſaid I ro my Guide; Spencer 
and Milton, anſwer'd Phantaſia. I ſuppoſe 
be that parted ſram em has infusd fome little 
Venom into em, and that is the Reaſon of their 
Haſte. They had not been long enter'd be- 
fore I perceiv*d Otway and Rowe leaving the 
Place in a like Fluſter. Says the latter, on 
coming up, A fine Piece of Witticiſm rather 
than Criticiſm ;, 'a Fair Penitent without Peni- 
gence; and a Whore for a Heroine. If ſuch 
Stuff as this will paſs, I wonder who would ever 
write, Well, ſays Otway, and they allow'd me 
but two Plays; and if it bad not been for the 
mere Force and Dint of Paſſion they would v 
charily have granted me them. What onda 
the-way Objections were they framing : But, 
as ſoon as I ſaw thoſe two old-faſhion'd Fel- 
lows enter, I thought it was my wifeſt Way 
to withdraw. Their modeſt Party, as they 
term themſelves, were too powerful before to 
hope any Good after ſuch an Accumula- 
tion, He ſhall bave their Orders out in a little 
Time 3 
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© Time; and then, ſays Rowe, we ſball better 
know what to make of em. Zes; lays Phan- 
taſia to me, Rule and Order are ſuch intollera- 
-ble Burdens to the Poets of this Age, that they 
are never well but when they are complaining, 
even while they neglect them: Zet who ſo read; 


40 fall upon ihe Memory of poor Shalefpens, 
whoſe very Irregularittes were beautiful, I ſaw 
his vaſt Genius, and reſalv'd, by my Aſſiſtance, 
be fhould commute for all that I/ant 5) Skill they 
fo liberally imputed to him. Aud, 1 think, 1 
gave bis a Taſte 2 my Favour, when a great 
Man, of bis own Country, made it a Challenge 
to produce any thing ſaid on auy Tot ict, by tbe 
Antients, that he would not produce much belles 
faid by my Pugil. But ſee, ihe Council is up: 

M bat is that Pap they are fixing ug Come 
along, and leis dd i. 


& It is order, ; hat from this Time for- 
<« ward, no Poet be admitted into this Po- 
% etical Quarter, whole Writings ſhall any 
& ways tranſgreſs Religion, Morality, or 
* good Manners.” 


Von my Word, continu'd the Lady, after 


ſhe had read the Order, you are reſalv' d you 


4oill not be crouded : Nevertheleſs, the Reſolution 
1% fo juſt and equitable, and jo amply ſpeaks the 
Senſe and Merit of the Authors, that, if # does 
not produce good Poets, it wall probably mend 


bad; and Mending is a fair Step towards Per- 
fection. 
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feftion. But come, 1 have another Quarter 10 
lead you into, which, in my Ojinton, will delight 
full as much as this. 

Now, ſays ſhe, we are entring into the Quar- 
ter of the Hiſtorians; empioy all your Eyes 10 
ob/orve Perſons and Wings; (for you will find 
here nothing not worth Notice, I find it is Coun- 
cu Day here too, and fee there they are fate * 
They have choſen Bacon for their Preſident ;, he 
on the Right is your great Camden; and he on 
the Left is Clarendon : But hub, ſaid ſhe, be 
Council is riſing; let us withdraw under that 
Lentist Tree till they are paſs d, and then Pl 
inform myſelf, by their Clerk, what they have 
been upon. We retir'd accordingly, and fo 
ſoon as the Council were gone by, Phanta/ta 
met the Clerk, who had his Books under his 
Arm, and aſk'd him, What grand Point the 
Council had been diſcuſſing ? No very grand Point, 
reply*d the Clerk, nor any very ſtrong Debates ; 
where there's no Oppoſition, all Debate is frivo- 
tous. And yet I thought, ſaid Phantafia, that 
Clarendon did not lock as if he was over well 
fatis}yd. You know, anſwer'd the Clerk, be 
was always a ſtauch Hierarchiſt ; and he would 
fain have jav'd a Biſhop, and, indeed, took 
more Pains than the Biſhop had taken to ſave 
himſelf, but all in vain. Is it a Secret then, 
{aid Phantafia. Not at all, reply*d the Clerk; 
it vill be publick as a Lady could wiſh it, or 
make it, in a litile Time. They bad fent from 
the other Side the Water two new Hiſtories to be 
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repoſited in the Library; but, on looking into 
there was found ſo much Parttiality, Miſrepre- 
Sentation, together with a Blend of Falſhood, 
here and there, that the Title-pages were order” d 
to be torn off, and the Books ſent back. This 
is one of em. How's ibis? The Hiſtory of bis 
own Time ? ſays Phantaſia; if a Man fai'd of 
Truth there, where could he find it * Who was 
the other? A French Hugonot, reply'd the 
Clerk, A proper Perſon, you'll own, both by 
Country and Principle, to write the Hiſtory of 
an Engliſh Monarchy. There was another of 
the ſame Mztal coming over; but ſome of Cha- 
ron's Paſſengers having committed Uncleanline)s, 
they were forc'd to make uſe of the Leaves; 
wbich ſav'd the Council a little Trouble. But, 
_— they roſe, the Council came to this Reſo- 
uMon : 


« That no Hiſtory ſhould be receiv'd in- 
« to the Library, that carry'd any Tokens 
« of Falſhood or Partiality.“ 


It is a ſafe Method, ſaid Phantaſia ſmiling, 
to keep your Shelves from bending ; but if they 
are thin, they will probably be clean, and that 
will richly compenſate for the other, But could 
you not, continu'd ſhe, oblige this Stranger with 
a Sight of your Hiſtorical Library ? 1 am ſure it 
will be grateful to him, as 1 know it will to you 
to oblige. To tell you the Truth, reply'd the 
Clerk, it is at preſent pretty much in W 

| or 
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for having lately receiv' d Directions io put en 


under a proper Regimen, I am now about it. 
However, if he will be ſo kind to pardon the Con- 
fuſion, I will open the Door, and he may enter, 
if be pleaſes. Entring continu'd he, That lar- 
ger Heap conſiſts of monkiſh and fabulous 
Writers, which will take me a good deal of 
Pains and Time properly to diſtinguiſh ; for as 
ſome are more monkiſh and fabulous than others, 
my Orders are to ſet em in a Range; not ac- 
cording to Time, but according to their Veraciy : 
Truth being the Baſis of all Hiſtory. That leſſer 
Heap more valuable, as more certain, being of. 
ten upon Knowledge, will not exact one Quarter 
of the Trouble of the other. The Fabulous here 
2s quite contreband ; nothing but Fatt, and very 
ſhort Comments (and the. ſhorter the better) are 
admitted among theſe Gentry : But then, like Dia- 
monds in the Dark, their Luſtre does not glim- 
mer, but dart its Rays. And the Reader knows 
ing he may depend, his Pleaſure goes along with 
his Inſtruction; and that Information is certainty 
moſs ſolid which carries its Authority along with 
i', If your Friend's Oceaſions, Madam, ſbould 
call him again this May, I hope, in a little Time, 
1 fall be better in Order; but at this Time 1 
muſt beg to be excis'd , being oblig'd to go and 
Live the great Armagh, and the nervous Stil- 
ling fleet, an Account of the Tranſactions at this 

Council. 
We are going to the ſame Quarter, ſaid Phan- 
taſia; for I rej the Stranger ſhould nat quit 
bee 
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theſe Regions till he had ſeen what makes en 
doubly worth ſeeing. V 1 have any Skill in Phy- 
ſiognomy, continu'd ſhe, theſe, and ſuch as 
they, however offenſive now do many on your Side 
the World, are Perſons whoſe Converſation will 
be far from being irkſome 10 you. I gave my full 
Aſſent, with a Bow and a Smile, and ſo we 
jogg'd on. Flowers and aromatick Herbs 
had been all along the Carpet we walk'd up- 
on: But now, upon tbe ſame beautiful Ta- 
peltery, we enter'd into a ſpacious Walk of 
Cedars, whoſe intermingling Branches ſpread 
thick enough, in our World to have turn'd 
broad Day into Night. Notwithſtanding 
which, we here wanted neither the Aſſiſtance 
of Sun, or Day-light ; or rather, all ſeem'd 
a Noon at Summer, without the Inconveni- 
encies of Fivat, Rain, or Wind. So ſoon as 
we were gut through this agreeable Avenue, 
we enter*d into a ſurpriſing and ſpacious Plain, 
bounded at a Diftance all round with Plane 
and Palm Trees interchangeably, under ma- 
ny of the Branches whereo?, on Seats of 
hyme and Camomil, fate Shades all vene- 
rable, and emerg'd in deep Diſcourſe. What 
pleasd me much, when I drew a little on one 
Side to approach 'em, was to fee B and 
Bats tamiliarily talking together with $ — 
and SH; then thought I with myſelf, this 
is Elyzium {ure enough. Conſciences truly ſcru- 
pulous are here laid aſide; and even occaſi- 
onal Conformity is a Thing now quite out of 
| Doors. 
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Poors. Whether ſhe gueſs'd at my Mean- 


ing by the Motion of my Lips; or whether 


ſhe had the Power of mental Divination, I 
know not; but Phantaſia burſt out - right into 
Laughter, and told me, She toi not have 
me ſurpriʒ'd at what I now ſaw, ſince greater 
Things than theſe were at hand. Do you know 
them two ? ſaid ſhe; I anſwering in the Ne- 
gat ive; I believe not, ſaid ſhe, they were afore 
your Time. The Shorter of the two is the great 
Hooker; and he that holds him fo faſt by the 
Hand is his Contemporary, Reynolds. But, 1 
tray, faid I, who are theſe in a Body, coming 
down this Way? By the Clerk's having join'd 
them, you may imagine that two of the Company 
are thoſe he went to ſpeak with : He between em 
is the pious Tillotſon; and he that is now ſpeał- 
ing to him, is the no-leſs pious Sharp: Thoſe that 
come after are a Band of thoſe pious Veterans 
that offer*d ther Throats to the Knife, in a time 
of the utmoſt Peril; while-others, that you will 
ſee by-and-by, in an inferior Ward, «were com- 
Plimenting away thetr Religion, and the Liberties 
of their Country. Sure, ſaid I to myſelf, thts 
ig the Company 1 ought lo expect to find my dear 
Alter et Idem in; 4 Perſon in wheſe Breaſt 
Picty and Humility perpetually contended ; and 
F whoſe Merit every body wwas conſcious but him- 
elf. Is not that the Party ? ſaid the again 


ſmiling, and pointing to a Shade at a little 
Diftance and alone. I is, indeed, faid I, and 
ofter'd to make up to him; but Phantaſia 


ſtopping 
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ſtopping me, told me, 1: was enough that we 
bad ſeen one another ; all Converſation of ſo de- 
ficate a Nature muſt be poſtpon'd till you are re- 
fin'd and qualify d for it. It was with great 
Regret, methought, that ſhe got me down 
another Walk ; at the End of which, there 
was a Pair of Iron Gates, ſtronger than any 
I had ſeen before. That leads to the Quarter 
of Religious Lunaticks, ſaid ſhe: I wonder the 
Porter fhould be off Duty ;, for the Inhabitants 
are very apt to rave and be frantick; and in 
thoſe Humours have very often endeavou rd io 
give Diſturbance to their Newhbours, and ſet all 
in an Uproar. The Words were hardly out 
of her Mouth, when one on the other Side 
gave a Randan, with a large Braſs Knocker, 
that made the Place ring, and drew many 
of the ſerious Shades that way to know the 
Meaning. Here, ſays the ill-favour'd Fellow 
that had given the Alarm, I have brought 
geur Doctors a Book to put in their, Library; 
they need not be aſbam' d on't ; he that gave it me 
ſays, it was wrote by a Biſbop; and a Father 
of the Church, ſure, can never write any thing 
againſt its Doctrinals. Curie ye Meroz, was 
the Text I hung upon ; but not with the leaſt 
Deſign to have hanz'd for it: But that cas the 
Fortune of War: Had net my dear Protector 
rid in a Whirlwind to Lis Ally, I would have 
ſeorn'd the Proteftion of any Power on the Face 
of the Earth. But here, take the Book, and 
don't keep me here mortifying at the Sight of 

ober 
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ether People's Happineſs, The Fellow made 


fach a Bawling that a Meſſenger was come 


from the Council to know what was the 


Matter. Why, 1 tell you, ſaid he, I have 
Fronght a Book for your Doctors. And who are 
%, ſaid the Meſſenger ; W-at's your Name? 
My Name? fays the other: You nut like it, 
and very likely will ſay, you never knew any Good 
of it : *Tis Peters. Ha! my Friend, do you 


ftart ? Have you caught a Tartar : But here, 


take the Bock, and deliver it, and tell your 
Doctors, I ſay *tis Orthodox. And, if they 
have any Anſwer, or Thanks to return, I am 
here ready to hand it to my gouty Correſpondent, 
The Meſſenger took .the Book of Hugh, 
and poſted away with it; and return'd back 
with it before I could have thought they had 
read the Preface, Here, ſays he to Peter:, 
you may take the Heretical Burden back with 
v; for the Doctors had heard of the Perſcr- 
mance before, and bad paſs'd a Cenſure on it 


uſt as I came. | 
That whatever Sincerity there might be, 


there could be no good Intention, the Au— 
thor, like the Giant in the Fable, leading 
his Herd backward into the Cave of Per- 
dition. 

The Severity of the Cenſure incited 
my Curioſity to ſee the Title, which, on 
Examination, I found, began, A Plain Ac- 
count : But before I could reach any farther, 
Peters had ſnatch'd it out of the Hands of 
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the Meſſenger, and, on my gently offering 
to ſtop him, in order to read on, he up, 
methought, with a Bunch of Keys, numerous 
and large enough to be thoſe of Hell and 
all its Apartments, ready to ſtrike, The 
Dread of which frighted me, and drove away 
all the pleaſant Diſcoveries that Phantaſia 
had flatter'd me with, 
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VISION VEL 


The PROMISE R: Shewing the Nature 
of Promiſers, the Abuſe, and laſhing 
the ſame in all Sorts of People. 


F People would conſider rightly the 
Meaning and Nature of Promiſes, they 
would certainly be more cautious in the Breach 
of them. A Promile is an Engagement to do 
any thing that we know to be in our Power ; 
and, therefore, as certainly oblig'd to per- 
form. I know the Lawyers of our Times to 
make it conſone to their own Emolument, 
have crouded in the Words, on à valuable Con- 
| /ideration: But this is new Law: The old Law, 
and tbe P/almiſt, its Commentator, ſpeak a 
quite different Senſe, and declare a Man under 
the Obligation of Performance, tho? to his own 
Loſs. For my Part I always made this a 
ſtanding Rule, and endeavour'd to inculcate 
it into all whom I ought to have an Aſcendant 
over, to obſerve rigidly their Promiſes in ſmall 
Matters, and that would innure them to be 
punctual in greater: But the Validity of Pro- 

| * miles, now a Days, are diſſolv'd by a homely, 
2 vulzar 
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vulgar Proverb; and yet, as vulgar as it is, it 
often, too often, has the Sanction of the 
greateſt : E. G. Go to Court; however ſparing 
in their Purſes, you'll find a Mint of Promiſes 
at the End of every Tongue, from the great 
Lord tothis Valet: But whoſe Image, or Su- 
perſcription, they bear, you may gueſs, ſince, 
before you get over the Threſhold, they are 
forgot, or, as if compos'd of Quick-liIver, 
evaporated by the Heat of the Alembick. 
Repair next to the Court of Requeſts, that in- 
termediate State between the two Lobbies, and 
turn to which Hand you will, the Promiſes of 
both are of equal Value; for he that depends 
upon either, is ſure to meet with the Fate of 
the Man between two Stools. Where ſhall 
be our next Reſourſe? To the Royal Exchange? 
Once Integrity took a Pleaſure there; but of 
late Years the Alley near it has diffus'd ſuch a 
dangerous Contagion, that hardly the Court 
itſelt, notwithſtanding their Improvement by 
their Alley Practice, can pretend to hold a 
Hand with them. I believe we mult, at laſt, 
take the honeſt Tradeſman from behind his 
Counter, and make him the Man-like Mo- 
del of Sincerity and Integrity, All Subalterns 
of the Court, act meerly as Subalterns, and, 
therefore, a ſingle Grain of Credit would be 
waſted. Exciſemen, Cuſtom, and Salt Offi- 
cers, have ſo near a Reſemblance of the Catch- 
pole, that it has induc'd contemplative Men, 


and Students in Natura! Philoſophy, to con- 
clude 


LN SID E- OUT. or 
clude, they muſt there ſeek their Legiti- 
macy. | 


But to wave ſuch Rubbige, where Promiſes, 


tho* bound with ſolemn Oaths, could only 
merit Laughter, let us return to ſee if we can 
fix this Land of Promiſe either in Societies or 
ſingle Bodies. The Quaker makes ſtrong and 
extravagant Pretences; but try him when 
you will, you will find him, however laviſh 
in his Profeſſion, every whit as lax in his Per- 
tormance : And all his Affirmations here not 
to be regarded, however indulg'd in our Courts 
of Juſtice. Or ſhould we apply to any other 
Sect or Sects of Diſſenters, I am afraid we 
ſhall find *em moſtly ſymbolizing with the 
Church of Rome, that Faith is not to be 
kept with Hereticks ; that is, all thoſe who 
are not of their own Clan. Shall I be partial? 


No: Iam in Diſtreſs, to own that I muſt ſay 


not much better of thoſe who boaſt the Tri- 
nity of Primitive Doctrine, and who, could 
they be perſuaded to Jive up to the Precepts 
of their Mother Church, would never be pre- 
vaiPd upon to violate their Promiſes, bs 
even, as the Pſalmiſt ſays, 1 their own Loſs. 
In ſhort, Promiſe-breaking is grown a Cuſtom 
of as large a Latitude as Promiſe mating: And, 
like common Swearing, too rampant to re- 
gard either Law or Magiſtrate. Men throw 
'em out as if they did it to eaſe their Sto- 
machs; bur take care to caſt **m far enough 
ever to offend their DIG Tho), as 
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I hinted at firſt, a Promiſe, let it be of whar 


Nature it will, ought to Affect thoſe that have 


any: Since, if not intended to be kept, it had 
certainly better never have been made. 

Not that I would be thought to rank all 
Promiſes in one Claſs : For, moſt certain it is, 
tho* all Promiſes ought to be binding, ſome 
are far more {ſuperior in their Quality than 
others, and require a more ſpecifical Obſer- 
vation. Of the laſt Sort are thoſe that regard 
the Good of civil Society, or the Weal of 
any particular Perſon or Family, and fo much 
as cither the one or the other ſhall ſuffer by 
the Diſregard or Breach, ſo much ought the 
Promiſer, in foro Conſcientiæ, to look upon 
himſelf as anſwerable: And it the Effects 
exceed his Reſponſibility, his Conſcience, it 
he had any, will never acquit him of the Defi- 
ciency till made up, or atton'd for. A wiſe 
Man, therefore, would confider with himſclt 
before he makes any Promiſe, of what Tenden- 
cy it may, be to himſelf or the Perſon pro- 
mis'd ; and that what may ſeem light in his 
Eyes, may be of greater Moment to the Per- 
ſon he makes this Promiſe to. He would take 
care never to promiſe but with an Intent to 
perform, or a moral Aſſurance that he ſhall 
be able to perform: For, tho' a Perſon may 
have promis'd me the Payment of a Sum of 
Money ſuch a Day, upon whoſe Promiſe I 
have promis'd another the Day after, if I have 
not ſpecify'd the Promiſe to me, as a Condi- 

tion, 
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tion, I ſhould hold myſelf reſponſible for all 
the Inconveniences the Perſon I made the Pro- 
miſe to, ſhould be brought under for want of 
my Performance. This may be call'd Sum- 
mum jus, but I am ſure the other is Summa 

Injuria. 
As to Marriage Promiſes, the Law has 
ſhewn pretty good Regard to them; ſuffi- 
cient to inſtruct over- rigid Parents, how 
fooliſh, as well as how dangerous, a thing they 
go upon, when they ſeek to compel their Chil- 
dren to break or infringe them. And if par- 
ticular Judgments have attended ſuch Infrac- 
tions, and many Parents have liv'd to fee 
themſelves miſerable thereby, what diſmal 
Apprehenſions ſhould the Parties themſelves 
lie under from a voluntary flying off either of 
one or the other, whither it proceed from Le- 
vity or Intereſt, We have Inſtances in this 
reſpect, more than enough, that both Sexes 
ave been tardy; but certain it is, Levity 
has been the Cauſe in both. The poor Lady 
has ſu'd and recover'd ; tho* the baſe Man 
would have not only our-fac'd the Court, but 
his own Letters: Yet I never heard that any 
poor Dupe of the Male Sex ever yet recover'd 
on his Side; tho* common Opinion would 
lead us to believe the Occaſion has been much 
more common. If this Omiſſion proceeded 
from a manly Diſdain of expoſing himſelf to 
the World on account of his having been the 
Dupe of one of the weaker Sex; or if any Re- 
F 4 mains 
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mains of Tenderneſs for the fair Tranſgreſſor 
prevail on him to ſt ifle his Reſentment, ſo 


far at leaſt as not to gratify the Publick with 


a Hearing, the Conſideration may be ſo far 
commendable in him, tho' ſure it ought, in 
no ordinary Manner, to affect the Aggreſſor, 
altho' the Law, which 1 do not know that it 


does, ſhould have been lefs favourable in that 


Point to the Male than the Female. I have 
heard ofa Husband that has ſworn the Peace 
againſt his Wife, and fetter'd her for it: 
Why a Man then ſhould want Relief, where 
his Peace 1s the Sacrifice of meer Levity, I 


ſhould mightily wonder, if Fact: And could 


wiſh, if Conſcience and Honour are not of 
force enough, that ſome more coercive Means 
might be found to make ſuch yourg People 
better obſerve their Promiles, or at leaſt more 
wilcly cautious in the making them: For, when 
made, in. my Opinion, no Reaſon can be great 
enough for their Diſſolution, perhaps, even 
not with a mutual Conſent, eſpecially if natu- 


toral Familiarities, which are more binding 


than Words, have been attendant. 

I know it has been inſiſted on by many, 
that nothing of a Promiſe can be binding, 
that is not abſolutely expreſs'd in Words. 
A Jeſuit may argue in that Manner, and by the 
ſame Logick prove it true Doctrine; and, ad 
Hominem, the Doctrine may be true. Bur 
what conſciencious or conſidering Perſon will 


be of his Opinion? May not Actions be more 
expreſ- 
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expreſſive than Words? And if Actions have 
given full Aſſent, can the Obligation ceaſe be- 
cauſe Words are wanting? No honeſt Man 
can affirm or think it. Words are often fal- 
lacious; but Actions can hardly ever deceive: 
And therefore, in my Opinion, may ſafely 
be believ'd the trueſt Index of the Heart. 
Our Saviour ſeems to have ſet this Matter in 


a full and fair Light in the Parable of the Wo 


Sons; where Deeds had the Preference of 
Words in the Judgment of all the Audience. 
But the better to eſtabliſh the Standard of 
Promiſes of every Sort, I beg leave to ask 
this Queſtion, Whether the Breach of any 
Promile is not, in real Strictneſs, a giving our 


own Honour the Lie? No conſiderate and 


unprejudiced Man can anſwer in the Negative, 
and therefore muſt affent to what I have been 
all along pleading for: Or at leaſt he mult have 
recourſe to a Spaniſh Concepto which I many 
Years ſince tranſlaced from Gracian, which 
begins 


Eſto es facil de inferir. 
And in Engliſh runs thus; 


Ts it eaſy to conceive, 
Since @ Reaſon none can'fhow, 
Foy the Lie affront ſhould give, 

Zel to lie be nothing ſo. 
ne Solution of either my own, or the 
Queſtion of the Spaniard, will anſwer my Per- 
pole :: Nothing being 1 palpable than that 
5 the 


—— — 5 
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the Breach of every Promiſe made, is a giving 
the Lie to the Honour and Credit of the 
Maker; and I am afraid it will then puzzle 
him to anſwer the Spaniard, why the Lie 
ſhould be efteem'd ſo unpardonably affron- 
tive, while our Practice renders it ſo fami- 
liar. Let common Vogue then, or if yon 

leafe, vulgar Cuſtom, run away with what 
idle Notions they think fir of the Immateria- 
Ity of Promiſes, the immaterial Part of my 
Humanity will never allow me to run any of 
their idle Lengths. A Promiſe will ever, in 
my Eyes, carry an Impreſs upon it ſufficient 
to make it Standard and Current; and tho', 
in prima facie, it may ſeem of no great Mo- 
ment in the making, it ſhall not fail of a full 
Canvaſſing; as to the Weight it may have on 
the Party I made it to, beiore I offer to allow 
myſelf the Jeaſt Tendency towards. an Infrac- 
tion. If after ſuch a ſerious Reflection I can 
find no ſuch Conſequencies as may be inconve- 
nient on one Side or the other, or if the Incon- 
veniencies on either Side are no way, or in 


no proportion, comparable to the Conveni- 


encies, Nature or Intereſt may incline me, 
hut ſure I am Reaſon and Religion will, with 
great Difficulty, let me be 'prevaiPd upon. 
Since, in my Opinion, a Promile is the en- 
gaging my Honour, which nothing can diſſolve 
but an intire Conviction of Conſcience, And 
te bal is Conſcience? may the Infidel ask; and 
I will anſwer him fairly and fully, that he may 

no 
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no longer be a Stranger to it: An inward 
Conviction, that in what I am going about no In- 
jury ſhall accrue, either to the Publick, or any of 
my Fellow Creatures, nor any Deceit reproach 
myſelf. 

But how diſſonant to any, or all, ſuch Rules 
is the Practice of the Generality of Mankind. 
Ask Lord Giddy to do you a verbal Favour, 
No Mai in Lite, he vows, all be more ready 
to ſhrw how much he values yo; but ask him 
the fame Queſtion ſix Months after, and he 
ſhall give you the ſame Aſſurance; and at the 
End of ſix other Months, complain that 515 
Wil is ſo much ſuperior io his Memory, that be 
will take it as a Favour that" you will put him in 
Mind of what he had promis d you over and over 
twelve Months before. Would it be any way 
unreaſonable, that a Clauſe in an Act ſhould 
paſs to allow ſuch Itinerants to charge Shoe 
Leather : Sure I am it would be'more than 
half of them get, Waſte of Time and Atten- 
dance thrown into the Bargain. 

Lord Salemne, you will ſay, does the ſame 
Thing; but then you muſt grant he does all 
with a different Air. Under the Umbrage of 
a vaſt deal of Buſineſs, and the viſible Burden 
of ſome, he-promiſes — What? That be will 
conſider of it? No! That's a Court Nega- 
tive—— What then? That he will ſee what he 
can do -— That's no Promiſe Nor does 
he intend it any: Yet it is all that Acquain- 


tance or Humanity can extract from him, till 
after 


% 
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after many and many Attendances, perhaps; 
he ſhall vouchſafe to aſſure you, that it is 4 
in bis Power to do any thing —— What is the 
Meaning of all this ? All that know him, al- 
low him to have Power, and to be a Man of his 
Word ? Is he mercenary ? Fhe fartheſt from 
it of any Man living, and a Perſon whoſe 
Bravery and Courage never could bear any 
Diſpute —— Reſolve the Riddle—— He has 
put himſelf under the Tuition of thoſe who 
are Mercenaries, and his Ambition has him 
in ſuch leading Strings, that he finds himſelt 
oblig'd to facrifice his Native rea] Honour to 
the Trappings of that which is imaginary 3 
and thence he immolates his antient Eſteem to 
the Petulance of one that will ſerve him, as 
he has done many others, and trip up his 
Heels on the very firſt Occaſion. 

But, of all living Creatures, ſure Sir 7eoffery 
Addie is an Original. It is a Pleaſure to him 
to make Promiſes; but a greater to ſhew his 
little Eſteem of-*em : Yet he does all in ſuch 
ſmooth Words, and in fo clean Language, 
that a Man would ſay it were impoſſible he 
ſhould mean otherwiſe than he ſpeaks, if dais 
y Experience did not fpeak better for him. 
No Man can go away from him diſpleas'd; 
and I have heard of but very: ſew that ever 
came to him a third Time with Pleaſure. 
He will make the ſame Promiſe to ſeveral 
Perſons ; but in this all Men will juitify him, 
that 
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that he is a profound Maſter in Equity, and 


ſcrves every one alike. 

Who is he that ſtands there ready to charge 
me with Partiality, and looks with a cloudy 
Air, as if he was apprehenſive of Oblivion ? 
What? Don Carlos Gentleman Uſher, and 
our moſt Polite Maſter of Ceremonies ? Give 
me thy Hand; and permit me to have the 
Honour of introducing our great Introductor. 
I'll put him out of all Pain of being forgot, 
and I wiſh it were in my Power with the ſame 
Eaſe to lay him under the Pleaſure of being | 
well remember'd. Much and long has he N 
dealt with People who allow no Faith to be ö 
kept with Hereticks, and is of a Faith of fo 
extenſive a Latitude, that he holds all Infe- 
riors (tho? once himſelf inferior to all) in a / 
State of Here ſy, and conſequently inevitably 
excluded the Benefit of any Promiſe he has, } 
or can make. But did ever Jew deſpoil his 
own Tribe? Let Juſtice then explain his Cha- 
rity : And, while he builds Hoſpitals with 
poor People's Money, I leave it to Turk, Few, 
Pagan or Papift, to clap in their Claim, aſ- 
ſur'd Chriftianity will never own him. | 

You, Sir! Are you a Chriſtian? Do you i 
remember what your Godfathers and God- 
mothers promis'd for you? Perhaps you will 
lay you were then ia ſwaddling Clouts — But 
you were adult when you promis'd your Cor- 
Poration, that you would ſerve them honeſtly and 


faithfully 
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faithfully, and ſtickle, like a true Patriot, for the 
Conſtitution of your Country. You will ſay, 
peradventure, by way of Excuſe, that hat was 
a Ceremony that reguir'd no Goſſips — What 
pity it was that Honour and Honeſty were gon 
a Goſſiping: I would have laid ten to one on 
their Heads, that they would never have ap- 
pointed Brx1BERY and CoRRUPTION to have 
been their Proxies, 

After all this, what Wonder will it be it one 
ſomewhat leſs than a Mechanick, who, in the 
Jouiſance of his Soul, made a Promiſe in or- 
der to teſtify a grateful Senſe of paſt Obliga- 
tions, ſhould plead Years and Changes, in or- 
der to diſcharge his Promiſe, without diſ- 
charging thoſe Obligations ? True it is the 
ſquab Self-abſolver did not (tho' it might 
have given him a fair Opportunity of juſtify ing 
the Pariſh Truſtees) ſubſcribe his Name to 
his own Abſolution, and in that, thoſe who 
know him, have offer'd in his Excuſe, that, 
it is the firſt Inſtance of Modeſty they ever knew 
him guilty of, But is not this putting the 
Duncomb upon the World, and paying off In- 
gratitude with Shame? Yet for his Conſola- 
tion I can ſay, that I have known a great Man 
act in the fame Manner. 

My Bookſeller now looking over my Shoul- 
der, tells me, in ſomewhat more than a Pet, 
that his will no way anſwer the Tille, having 
nothing of a Viſion in it, I endeavour'd to _ 

Im 
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him with all the Reaſon I was Maſter of; 
but all in vain, till at laſt I brought myſelf 
off with this downright Afertion : That # 
was all a Viſion from Top to Bottom, and, there- 
fore, in my Opinion, more a Viſion than any. 
However, to pleaſe all Parties, I told him hz 
might call it, if he lead, the Waking 
VIS ION; ſince I dare affirm myſelf not to be 
the only Man that ever dream d waking, 


LORE a SS. 
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Vrs To «8 VIII. 


The NATURE of FRIENDSHIP, 4s 
now in FASHION, and the RULES 
and ORDERS of the new SOCIETY» 


HE National Bee-Hive, this goodly 
Metropolis, London, has, from its fir ſt 
Eſtabliſhment, abounded with many Sorts ot 
Mongers, as [ron-mongers, Wood-mongers, Fell- 
mongers, Cheeſe-mongers,, and Fiſh-mongers ; 
but as the Genius of Man will ever be fruit- 
ful in Invention, this latter Age has added 
another, which I ſhall call by the Name of 
their own Election, Friend/hip-mongers. 1 
believe I can no better way explain the 
Signification of the Title, than by the An- 
ſwer, which one fair Lady gave to the Que- 
ſtion of another, who ask'd the Meaning of 
the Mord Metaphyſick ; the Solution was, that 
Metaphyſick was Phyſick that regarded the 
Soul, as the common Phyſick had reſpect to the 
Body. Thus, in my humble Opinion, the 
new Society of Friend/hip-mongers muſt have 
Myſteries wholly mental, ſuch as I rever 
could diſcover, ſince I have liv'd in the World, 


any 
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any thing like Materiality in the Principles 
ot any of the Profeſſors. I will not pretend 
to defend, either the Ladies Definition, or 
my own; but as few think it any Derogation 
to encline to. the Fair, I truſt my preſent 
Bending will not be imputed to me as crimi— 
nal, ſince, if either Opinion wants Support, 
they will be better able to ſupport one ano- 
ther. This, however, I am informed by a 
Member of this new Society (I know not 
whether he was choſe Preſident the laſt 
Election, yet, if he then miſt it, this I know, 
that he will certainly ſet up at the next) 
He informed me, I fay, that all their Laws, 
by which they regulate their great Body, are 
By-Laws, not like the By-Laws of other 
Societies, which are ſtanding Rules; for theſe 
are to be thrown by on every Occaſion. He 
tells me too, and by his own he tells me 
true, that every Member mult be Maſter of 
a prominent Lip, a florid Fleer, and a Coun- 
tenance that ſeems too full of Meaning to con- 
tain any. The prominent Lip is to garble 
and barb every Sentence before uttered ; the 
Fleer, like the Lace on the Hat of a. Foot- 
man, ſerves to ſet off the Quality. of the 
Maſter, and the Uſe of the other was ex- 
plained in the Definition. One of their By- 
Laws, as I remember, decreed, That none 
of their Proceedings ſhall ever be recorded, and 
tor an evident and wiſe Reaſan, becauſe they 
will take care never to have any thing appear 

againſt 
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againſt them: For as to Words, ſhould ary 
be ſo weak to plead them, he will find his 
Maſter full charged on all Emergencies, with 
the grand Counter- plea of Cuſtom. Another 
By-Law, which they would have you imagine 
they took from the Law Saligue, excludes all 
Females from being admitted into the Society. 
Tho', I rather fancy they borrow'd here of 
the Free-Maſons; unleſs it be, that they ap- 
prehend, that the weaker Sex, by their 
Practice, might invalidate their Precepts, and, 
by ſome ſiniſter Innovations, endanger the ir 
Conſtitution. 

I have been much ſolicited to enter myſelf 
a Member of this illuſtrious Society; and 
the great Conveniency and Emolument of 
ſuch a Conceſſion has been plentifully lay'd 
before me 3 but whenever I was attack*d on 
the Foot of that good old Mabometan Argu- 
ment, their Epidemicality, I have always 
found an unorthodox Thing, calPd Sinceriiy, 
has been a mighty Enemy to my Promotion, 
I know not how it is, but when Words have 
an apparent good Meaning, I cannot bring 
myſelf to think, with the Multitude, that 
they are on any Occaſion or Conſideration to 
be perverted. 1 am fenſible this 1s not, as the 
World bowls, a Tenet to thrive by; but 
till they bring better Arguments than Cu- 
ſtom to unty the Knot, I fancy we ſhall live 
as conjugally as Man and Wife, and not 


quarrel neither. I was got thus far, and had 
many 
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many Things more at my Pen's End, when [I 
found myſelf furpriz?d with ſuch a —_— 
neſs, that my Quill ſlipt my Fingers, and 1 

fell back into my eaſy Chair into as profound 

a Sleep, as if I had taken Laudanum. By 

the Reſult, however, it will appear pretty 
plain, that my previous Meditation went 
along with me; and Fancy had no ſooner ſet 

me off her Wings, but I found myſelf in the 

old Court, and before the ſame old Judges. 
Methought, my Friend, the Clerk, as ſoon 

as he ſet Sight on me, beckoned me up to 
him; and I was no ſooner near enough to hear, 
when he told me, You are come in an opper- 1 

zune Hour, a Cauſe or two coming on, that will 1 

both pleaſe and ſurpriſe you. I ask'd him the 
Names of the Parties; but he had not Time 

to anſwer ; for, pointing to the Bar, he made 

me take Notice, that the Scene was juſt 
going to open. 
There were two Perſons ſtood at the Bar, | 

much of an Age, but of quite different Aſpects, | 

One was of a rotund Viſage, hale and healthy; 4 

the other ſcem'd equally hale, but his Phiz 
was upon the Oblong. After they had ſtood 
ſome little Time in a profound Silence, 
Vinos call'd out to know which was the 
Plantiff? This, ſays Mr. Oblong, if he would 
eat. Mell, Sir, ſays Minos, and what have 
| you to ſay againſt the Defendant * Nothing at 
44, my Lord, ſays the other. But you have, 
ſays Mr, Oblong, in an almoſt. crying mW 

AC 
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The Court was extreamly ſurpriſed at the 
Oddneſs of the Adventure, and Minos again 
asking the Plantiff what he had to ſay, he 
returned the ſame Anſwer. Upon which, 
the Defendant addreſſing himſelf to Mens, 
It is very hard, my Lord, that I muſt be my 
own Accuſer , but I cannot help it, ſince he and 
my Conſcience will have it ſo. You muſt know, 
my Lord, when young, our Tempers ſeem'd 10 
correſpond as much as our Years ; we were al- 
ways together, or at leaſh never at Eaſe when 
aſunder. Pleajure, Buſineſs, or Diverſion, rarely 
could divide us. In which Manner, as we grew 
up, ſo when wwe came into the World, we main- 
tained the ſame Harmony. But it happened he 
had Misfortunes, ſo had not 1. Nevertheleſs, 
as I grew rich, my Lord, 1 grew negligent and 
forgetful ;, and, inſtead of being mindful of our 
former Friendſhip, at laſt grew ſo reſerv'd, as 
if 1 never had heard of ſuch a Name. How 
be behaved under all this, would only double my 
Confuſion to repeat; and, therefore, ſince be is 
willing to ſpare me, I hope this. honourable Board 
will do the ſame; I am willing to make any 
Attonement. He was going on, when Minos 
interrupting, ſaid, Thoſs Thoughts are too late 

ou ſhould have conſidered that be- 
fore. ths Forgivene/s will not avail you : For 
Fuſtice is what you muſt expect in this Place, 
where Omiſſions will be laid to your Charge, as 
well as. Commiſſions, and all perſonal Retribu- 


tions are impoſſible, Methought the poor Man 
deſerved- 


0 
- 
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deſerved the Pity his Looks pleaded for, and 
yet I did not ſee any one in the Place would 
afford it him, beſide myſelf. He was or- 
dered away, and, at Parting, he was heard 
to ſay, That he was pleaſed, however, he ſhould 
not ſuffer for Self- Intereſt, but meerly for 
the falſe Glory of aggrandizing his own Family. 

The Plantiff thus left alone, I obſerved 
many came up to the Bar, and looking in 
his Face, ſhook their Heads, and then 
haſtened away faſter than they came. Among 
the reſt, one that I took to be a Foreigner, 
who, in broken Eng/i/fp, with a ſort of a 
Sneer, own'd to the Judges, that he had 
been very intimate with the Plantiff ; but, con- 
tinued he, that was in his Proſperity : For, ſo 
ſoon as Fortune turn'd, I was complaſant, and 
turn'd with her, and thought I did very ratio- 
rally, having the Example of his own Country- 
man; ibo, I muſt ſay, had his good Fortune 
continued, I believe, in my Conſcience, wwe bad 
continued good Friends to our dying Day. Con- 


ſcience, ſaid Minos with a Frown : Take him 


away, take him away; he has confeſs*d enough, 
and makes his Confeſſion a Matter of Merit, 
not of Conſcience. However, carry him to a 


ſeparate Manſion, where he may be diſtinguiſb' d 


by his Puniſhment. 

The Words were hardly uttered, when 
flock'd in a whole Bevy of Mortals, with a 
Lawyer at the Head of 'em. Minos de- 
manding who they were; Ve are, fays the 

Lawyer, 
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Lawyer, ſtroking his Band ; for, by way of 
Diſt inction, he wore a Band, the? not calPd to 
the Bar: V are a ſmall Part of a vaſily great 
Body, call'd Friendſhip-Mongers: Says Minos, 
What are thoſe? A Socieiy like the Jews, diſ- 
perſed all over the Univerſe, ſaid the Lawyer, 
No Country upon the Face of the Earth, that J 

2r beard of, that does not abound with *em ; 
and few, if any, but encourage em. This con- 
fiderable Body, my Lord, have elefted me for 
their Council, and I hope to evince this honoura- 
ble Board, they bade made no bad Choice for 
themſelves. But before I proceed, I am apt 10 
imagine it will be neceſſary, and no way diſplea- 
ſing to your Lordſbips, a little io open the Nature 
of our Conſtitution, and aur Antiquity. To do 
this reguiarly, I ſhall begin with the laſt firſt, 
a Rule in Rhelorick, my Lords, which, if un- 
common, is certainly more ſuitable to the Subject. 
As to our Antiquity, my Lord, we are as old 
as the Old Teſtament. Ziba was firſt Grand 
Maſter of our firſt Lodge, and has left us ſuch 
a noble Body of CEconomicks, that I may ſet the 


Morid at Defiance to find a Parallel, Thoſe 


golden Verſes of the Philojopher, ſo much boaſted 
of, in my Opinion, were not hal, ſo comprehen- 
five in End and Uſe. Give me leave lo recite 
a few, not to inform your Lordſbips Fudgments, 
but to affirm the Equity of our Foundation. 


I, Let all Sincerity be baniſhed, or be 
uſed only upon trivial Occaſions. . 
II. 1 
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II. If any Member contracts a Friendſhip, 
let him take care to do it with a full 
Salvo to his own Emolument. 

III. If one of the contracting Parties fall 
under any Delema, let the other look 
upon himſelf as, ip/o facto, diſcharg'd, 
not only from Aſſiſtance but Concern ; 
for, Promiſes, like Spiders Webs, may 
hold the Weak, but are always too 
weak for the Wile. 

IV. Nevertheleſs, to all that want either, 
offer the {ſmootheſt Words, aſſuring 
every ſuch Perſon, that you would ob- 
lige him with all the Pleaſure 1n Life. 
However, always take care to be pro- 
vided with an eſſential Bt 

V. Good Turns are no longer to be va- 
lued than felt. 

VI. The Memory is too volatile a Thing 
to be burthened with Services paſt, to 
which no Returns ought to be made 
but with Regard to the future. 


Theſe, my Lord, are a few of the Principles 
of our Inſtitution. Bul Enough of all Conſcience, 
ſaid Minos interrupting him, unle/s they were 
better. Pray, were you ever incorporated? 
Not yet, my Lord, very pertly reply*d the 
Lawyer; but we have prefer d our Petition; 
and our Tenets are ſo agreeable to the Mode of 
the Beau Monde, that we have no fear of Suc- 
ceſs, Then you are, at preſent, @ Body inani- 

mate, 
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mate, reply'd the Judge ſternly; and the 
hotteſt Flames in Hell can only conſume you, 
However, I'd adviſe you, ſo ſoon as you get to 
that Place, you would get leave to look over their 
Recos ds, and ſee if you can find ſuch a fou! 
Syſtem in all thar Annals. That will demon- 
firate to you the Fuſtice of your Sentence, and 
fo, Janizaries, carry *em all to the Place allotted 
the Hypocrites and Lyars. The Lawyer would 
fain have demurred, hut the Court over- 
ruPd it: Upon which, methought, they ſet 
up ſuch a'hidious Schreme, as a Man might 
as well have pretended to have ſlept under 
the Sound of the laſt Trumpet. 
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VISION IX. 


That the WORLD #s a SCENE OF 
CYPHERS. 


Young Scholar asking his Maſter, who 
4 taught him Arithmetick, the Meaning 
of the Word Cypher, was anſwer'd, that it 
was a meer round O, which, by itſcif, ſtoad for 
nothing, bus, with a Figure befere it, was of ſome 
Sienification. Let me be far enough, ſaid the 
Youngſter, if that be not our John exattly. 
And I am afraid this goodly Metropolis of 
ours, and its Confines, wonld furniſh us with 
Regiments of ſuch our 7obn's, and, as the 
Youth (aid, exactly like him. What Com- 
pany ? What Society does not abound with 
them? and very often in ſuch Plenty, that 
they are even ſerviceable to make the Societ 
conſiderable. Cyphers are found ro be mighty 
neceſſary Nothings at Vluſick Meetings, ar. 
Aſſemblies, Operas, and Farces : So neceſ- 
ſary, that they would all want of their real 
Eſſentials, it without them. What an un- 
ſhapely Figure would 500 make, if it was 
not for the Ces: Tho? fame ſilly, or rather 
rigid Criticks pretend, that the Crpuers there 
Vol. I. © would 
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would be more properly placed before than 
behind. I was once put upon, and by a very 
great Man too, the writing of a Treatiſe of the 
Ujefulueſs of Cyphers ; in which I was to have 

inted the where and the when, and other 


material Obſervations. He himſelf gave me 


ſome Hints, of which the beſt was from him- 
ſelf. However, I could not bring my Rea- 
fon to quadrate altogether with his Plan, 
and fo the Project drop'd. He would have 
it as a Poſtulatum, That Cyphers were auh. 
uſeleſs, at preſent at leaſt, in enumeraling State/- 
men; but his Reaſon was too fine for me to cloſe 
with, That we always took care to ſend the 
greateſt into foreign Service. Another No- 
tion he advanced, as ſingular as the former, 
That Cyphers, ths" they made, ought not to be 
reckon'd in Societies. An Aſſertion as wild as 
any in ihe plain Caſe, ſince, if you take away 
all the Cyphers, how would you ever be able 
to compoſe any Society. But more to evi- 
dence their Uſefulneſs, it were not difficult to 
prove, that ſome Societies are wholly com- 
poſed of Cyphers, the Leatbern Apron Brotber- 
hoaed in particular, and many other that I 
could name, if Time would admit of it. Go 
to the Golden Pill in Warwick-Lane, or viſit 
the Office in Crane-Court, and you will be 
forc'd to confeſs, that when M. P. and one 
(or two more at the moſt) are abſent, the 
Cyphers make a more ſolemn and ſplendid 
Appearance, than if they were preſent. This 

plainly 


F 
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plainly demonſtrates, that Cyphers can ſtand 
by themſelves, and, without the Help of a 
Figure, be ſignificant. Examine all che Com- 


panties in the City, what a wretched Figure 


would any one of them make without a 
Cypber ® The old plain Story of the School 
Boy, Three blue Beans in a blue Bladder, rattle 
Bladder rattle, and there's an end on't. Our 
Sage Governors, it is true, having a wrong 
Notion of the Cypher, reſolv'd to exclude 
the whole Race all Benefit of publick Com- 
miſſions ; and, therefore, confin'd their Num- 
bers to three, ſeven, or nine; but the cun- 
ning Cyphers, aware of the Trick, prevail'd 
on their Maſters to go ſnacks; by which 
Means there are few of thoſe Offices, at this 
Time, without Cyphers. Nay, if they would 
confeſs truly, they would ſay, that the 
Cyphers are the molt uſeful Part among them; 
they drudge, take true Pains, and do all the 
dirty Work; ſo that, without them, in what 
an uncleanly Pickle would lye moſt of our 
publick Offices ? 

Cyphers are uſeful, even in the Law; and 
her Ladyſhip is ſo ſenſible of it, that ſhe 
affords her benigne Countenance to them, 
ren for one, of all, or any other. The Knaves 
of the Practice, its true, are molt redun- 
dant 3 but your heavy ſojourning Heads are 
not without their Weight, and, at Trick and 
Covin, can come up to Hreathoct or Fones. 
Naland was a good third Man, but he is 

2 gone. 
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gone. Well for the Honour of the Frater- 
nity was it, that he left F—— and Of 
baldiſton behind. It is true, they are properly 
Cyphers; yet it cannot be ſaid, that they 
want a Figure before 'em, having Thurn 
always before their Eyes in Idea, if not in 
Viſion. How many round O's, or Cyphers, 
might we find on a Search among the Gen- 
tlemen of the Long-Robe, who, as Hudi- 
bras ſays, 


— — Never ope 


Their Mouths, but out there flies a Trope. 


An Excellence very familiar to thoſe Gentry, 
and coming from the perfect Reſemblance of 
a round O, I appeal to any ſenſible Perſon, 
whether it be not manifeſtly deducible, they 
muſt retain much of the Cypher, In the 
twelve Judges, it is certain, there is never a 
Cypher, having two Figures to ſupport them; 
but take thoſe two Figures away, and I dare 
ſet at Defiance the whole Wit of Mankind 
to recruit or patch up the Number, without 
having Recourſe to the Race of Cyphers, By 
al! which, I think it is pretty apparent, that 
our 7obn is not ſo deſpicable a Creature as 
the raw Arithmetician would inſinuate him, 
being ſure of a Set of Aﬀociates in all Ranks 
and Claſſes of Mankind.“ 

That there is a vaſt Difference in Cyphers, 
can never be deny'd; for, tho? to be genuine 
C bers, 
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Cyphers, they mult needs carry a fort of Ro- 
tundity or Ovality (I with by my hard Words 
my Reader may not apprehend me putting 
in for an F. R. S.) and, I confeſs, in prima 
facia, it may look a little a ſquint, as if I 
coin'd them for ſome ſuch Purpoſe; yet a 
Cypher may be a true Cypher, tho? a little out 
of Shape or Size. I have known ſuch a one 
make a moſt profound Stateſman, nay, a 
Secretary, nay, an Ambaſſador; but then, I 
muſt confeſs, it has been by the timely and 
prudent Application of proper Supporters: 
For, you know, it is a common Saying. 
that a good Clerk may make an excellent 
Juſtice. I ſhall not digreſs fo far, as to tire 
my Reader with a Bead-roll of the Qualifi- 
cations proper to all, or any of them; it is 


ſufficient for my gone that Cyphers have 
more than once ſhewn themſelves ſignificant 


e 


in ſuch high Poſts and Stations, and in more 


Reigns than one. 

And if Cyphers have ſhone in thoſe mighty 
Orbits above-mentioned, what Wonder, I 
wonder, would it be, if they ſhould now and 
then inanimate our Courts of Juſtice? Ler 
malicious People ſay what they will, Variety 
is the Perfection of Nature. What a tire- 
ſome Group, it I may fo name it, would ir 
be to the viſive Faculties to have all one ſort 
of Flower, one fort of Fruit, or one ſort of 
Green? In ſuch a confin'd Landskip,. even 
the beautiful Belladona, the charming Peach, 

| G 3 or 
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or fragrant Marum, would only tire and 
weary, Senſible of which, the bounteous 
Lady indulges Mankind with a boundleſs Va- 
riety, and very often variegates her own Pro- 
ductions to enlarge the Pleaſure. Thus, in- 
her great Grace and Goodneſs, ſhe adds 
Cyphersto make up Numbers, and very often, 
by ſuch Additions, renders the few much 
more ſignificant and conſpicuous. 

What does that ſneering Fellow there in 
tre Corner mean 2? A Deilt, or an Infidel, I 
warrant him. By his awkard Grimace, he 
would infinuate that I am partial. I will 
diſappoint his Malice every way, and yet 
confeſs, that our Divines are not without a 
Mixture of Cyphers. But, after this Conceſſion, 
what will his Vanity conclude ? Does it not 
confront his Impudence that will have 'em 
all ſuch; yes, indeed, ſuch. indeed they. + 
would have em all; but how then would 
the World be fatisfy'd that their Worſhips 
act upon no Principles, build. upon falſe Ar- 
guments, and, in chooſing to die like Beaſts, 
and be nothing,. demonſtrate they are little 
more, either in Precept or Practice, previous to 
the Anwhilation they wiſh for and chooſe. 
The Cybers may deliver Strings of Govern- 
ment, and plain Caſes, but not without a due 


| Rebuke from the Figures without Cyphers, 


Thus far, however, I will agree with the 
Cavillers (thoſe Cynder-Sifters of Truth and 


good Nature) that tho' Cypiers are of Ule, 


It 
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it is not every Cypher that is uſeful, There 
are Cyphers of Indolence, to which ſome mi- 
flaken Men give the Title of Men of fine 
Parts; there are Cyphers of Selt-Intereſt, to 
which others more wrongfully give the Name 
of Patriots; there are Bacchanalian Cyphers, 
who will not leave the Bottle to fave the 
Nation, but will guzzle down, till no one 
Figure in Arithmetick is ſufficient to ſupport 


cem; there are Cyphers of Venus, who will diſ- 


mils Affairs of State to follow a Whore, tho? 
he is certain of the Iſſue, and that it will 
prove the poxing of an honeſt Woman, his 
Wile; there are Cypbers military, who for- 
ſake the Purſuit of real Glory, and, diſtruſtful 
of their own Merit, affirm the Diſtruſt by a 
ſedulous Attendance at the Levees of Men 
of Power; in ſhort, every Man, in my 
Opinion, 1s no other than a Cypher, that does 
not take care of his Morals, and to apply 


thoſe Morals to the Benefit of his Country. 
What can demonſtrate a Man of fine Parts, 


but this? Activity and Senſibility will at- 


tend in Courſe. What can diſplay the Pa- 


triot better than a Preference of the Publick 
to the Private? Men may Drink, Whore, 
Swear, Lie, and boaſt of Honour; but, unleſs 


their Actions witneſs the Fruits, they muſt 


be meerer Cyphers than our Fohn, or any yet 
fpoke of, that will proſtitute their Faith and 
Credit on the idle Breath of ſuch ſupercilious 
Phraſes, A Man mow ſhew himſelf wiſer 

F 4 to 
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to believe a Whore at Confeſſion, or a Bawd 
in the Execution of her abominable Func- 
tion: For our Saviour has ſaid, by their 
Fruit ye, hall know them. 

Under this comprehenſive Concluſion, I 
fell into a Slumber, and found myſelf in a 
Room full of nothing but round O's, Wain— 
fcot Chairs, Stools, nay, even the Bed itſelf 
was cover'd over with them. I walk'd the 
Room ſeveral Times over, thoughtful of the 
Meaning, but, without any Probability of a 
Solution, for no Soul came near me. After 
J had perplex'd myſelf ſometime to little 
purpoſe, caſting my Eyes on a little Table 
in the Corner, I obſerv'd a handſome Globe 
upon it, Curiofity led me up to ſurvey it, 
when, juſt as I-was got within a Yard of it, 
methought ir divided of itſelf, and out ſtarts 
a little Creature, but, tho' little, ſeemingly 
a' compleat Man. Surpriſe and Amaze did 
not hinder my viewing him thoroughly, bur 
without any Ability of uttering a Sillable to 
ask Queſtions, in order to reſolve Doubts. 

At laſt, ſaid the truly aboriginal Gentle- 
man (and very glad was I to hear he could 
ſpeak) M hat is the Meaning of your Surpriſe © 
Do not you ſee the World itſelf is a Cypher? 
And if the World is a Cypher, or a round O, 
why ſhould you ſtand amazed, that Cyphers 
are its Production. New-born as I am, as yet 
cu ſee me a ſort of a Cypher, but as ſcon as 1 
can get rid of my ſcvadling Clouts, and join myjelf 

| | is 
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to one of thoſe Multitude of round O's you ſee in 
the Room, I ſhall cut a Figure, and be able, 
ſame approaching Election, to fland Candidate for 
ſome Corniſh Borough, or one of the Cinque- 
Ports, and, in a liiile Time arrive to be a Com- 
miſſiones It is nothing but the Effects of a 


little Forehead and Dexterity, as you ſhall jee.—. 


At which Words, methought, he threw him- 
ſelt out of his Sheli—join'd himſelf to the 
next round O, and, in a Trice, roſe up to the 
very Top of the Room, that before could 
hardly crawl at the Bottom. New go, fays 
he, and ſatisfy your intolerable Sceplicks of what 
you ha ve ſeen, and hereafter learn io be a Cham- 
7ion of this unconteſtable Theorem, that Cyphers 
are not deſpicable, and may be uſefui. But 
what moſt ſurpriſed me, this new great Fi- 
gure, ſo ſoon as he had thus ſpeech'd it, was 
reclaim'd by ſome inviſible Power into his 
original Shell, the Globe, which clos'd upon 
him, and I faw no more of him. The Odd- 
nels of the Thing ſo ſurpriſed me, that 1 
wak*d with this Aphoriſm in my Mouth ; 

That to make a Figure in the World, ſome 
Men muſt be Cyphers. 
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The new Way of Raiſing MUusHROOMs ; 
Good. and Bad. 


Y- Gardener having long ſolicited me 
for leave to make a Muſhroom Bed, 
| to be rid of the Fellow's Importunities, 1 gave 
way to his Humour, and, at his Requeſt, ſtood 
patiently by to ſee the Operation. AMufprooms, 
e. are what I like well enough for a 
Relliſh in Sauce, but 1 never could reconcile 
it to Reaſon, to make a Repaſt of that, which 
Experience has declar'd dangerous to Nature, 
However, my Gardener having prepar'd his 
Off. ſets, and provided a proper Quantity of 
Dung, went to work; and I cannot fay: 
but J was extreamly well pleas'd to ſee the Re- 
gutarity of his Regimen. The larger Off: ſets 
he piac'd a top of every: Ridge, the leſs 
aſide and underneath. . He then cover'd them 
with a ſufficient Covering of Horſe- dung, and 
that with a due Courſe of Litter. This finiſh'd 
my Miſotoom. Bed;.and from this I was to 
expect a Supply of that. delicious Implement 
for my Family, or thoſe who love them. A+ 
bout a Weck after, my Gardener came to 
me, 
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me, earneſtly begging I would come and caſt 
an Eye upon his laborious Laboratory. | 
profeſs, when I went down, I was ſurpriſed 
to ſee the Beauty, as well as the Bountitulneſs 
of the Production. The Beds were all as 
white as Snow, and more crouded than Hop- 
tops in a Hop-ground that bad been too much 
neglected. My Gardener taking upon him 
to aſſure me, they were of the right ſalubri- 
ous Kind, I gave him leave to gather a Diſh, 
and carry them in to the Cook to make rea- 
dy for Supper, There happened to be a good 
deal of Company, and ſome of em profound 
Epicures: the Diſh ſurpris'd, and pleas'd, 
and I was fo drawn in by their Recommen- 
dations, that I was deluded enough to keep. 
*em in Countenance, and eat plentifully. Nor 
did I find, after the Company parted, that 
they ſat at all uneaſy on my Stomach ; and, 
therefore, after the neceſſary Duties of the 
Night, 1 went to my Repoſe, without any 
Doubt of ſleeping heartily. 

I have heard that it is a common Saying 
of old Women, and ſuch as are Reverees or 
Venerators of Ar/imadorus, that it ts betler 10 
dream of the Devil than a crown'd Head : For 
my part, let People make what Deductions 
their great Wiſdoms ſhall lead them to, - 1 ſhall 
frankly, declare, I did not dream of the Devil, 
and yet had no Ill-luck tollow'd. after. Me- 
thought 1 was at the Seat of a Great Lady, 
near to the Town, and walking in the Gar- 


dens, 
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dens, when a Perſon of uncommon Appear- 
ance advanced up to me, demanding, VH w 
come to learn the Manner of making 3 ? 
With a reverend Bow, and my Hat under 
my Arm, I made anſwer, That having a 
Muſhroom-Bed of my own, I had not preſum'd 
to come there to learn an Art I was Maſter 0, 
but to enjoy the freſh Air, and, with the good 
Lenve of the Owner, to take a View of thoſe 
ue Gardens. That's all very well, reply'd the 
Lady: But come along with me, and ſee dobe- 
tber tbe Muſhroom-Bed you boaſt of, is to com- 
pare with thoje before you. I follow'd, me- 
thought, but with a profound Awe and Re- 
ſpect, till I came to a large Area regularly 
tull of ſuch Ridges as my own, but with Di- 
frances between, ſuch as my ſmaller Spot 
would not admit of. This ig tbe Time of Riſing, 
faid the Lady, and therefore obſerve them as 
they ſpring. Upon this Notice, methought I 
fix'd my Eyes upon the firſt Ridge, and the 
Ground immediately ſwell'd, opened, and 
broke out in a round Knob, or Head ; when, 
inſtead of a Muſhroom, I ſaw a human Face 
that I thought L knew, and whom, on a nar- 
row Scrutiny, I found ro be Tom Noodle, I 
had almoſt forgot where I was, and was go- 
wg to hail him; when, with a fort of a grave 
Frown, he ſtopp'd me, gently crying, Huſh, 


bulb, 1 am no more your old A(quaintance Tom; 


. 4 am a Knight, aud muſt now be called Sir Tho— 


mas Noodle. Take Nuice how the Bed ſwells 
| my 
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all over, and, if you ſtay a little longer, you will 

nd is cover d with them. I would fain have 
ask'd him a few Queſtions for my farther In- 
formation, but he ſtalk'd away with fo much 
new Majeſty, chat I perceiv'd there was no 
Likely hood of obtaining one Word; for which 
Reaſon I dropt alt Purſuit : But, as he had 
foretold, the Bed ſwelPd all over like ſo many 
Mole-hills in a Warren, and out of every 
Tumor came a Knob; or, as I may fay, an 
Eminent Knight, that the Place was quite 
alive, yet full of new Tumors. I did not 
know any one of the Number, nor could I 
find that many of them was more known to 
themſelves. However, there was ſuch Walk- 
ing, Strutting, and Stalking, that, quite 
weary of the Pageantry, I could not avoid 
ſhewing Uneaſineſs, which my kind Hoſteſs 
perceiving, led me to the next Ridge, faying, 
as ſhe lett the other, Tee are my petty Cham- 
Pignions : The next is of a higher Ridge and 
Gouſt. Theſe are by no Means fit for Pickling 3 
they change almoſt as ſoon as riſen, and therefore 
are only fit for preſent Uſe, being very apt to have 
a firong Taſte of the Dung, which renders em, to 
nice Palales, not very agreeable. But come, 
lays the Lady, TI he you another Sort. Take 
Notice of that Ridge before you. 

[ did fo, and found they were all mark'd 
with a B. which, in my Apprehenſion, de- 
noted Beſt, As ſoon as I had fixt my Eyes 
on the Bed, as before, the Ridges ſwell'd, 

open'd, 
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open'd, and brought forth. I could not ob- 


ſerve that there was any great Difference as to 
Size; nor were their Knobs any whit whiter, 


or rounder, than the other, only every one 
had a B at Top, which I ſtill ignorantly 
enough, as before, underſtood to denote the 
Goodneſs of em; and what helpꝰd to confirm 
me in- the Miſtake, was the Lady's giving 
them the Name of Buttons. Theſe, doubtleſs, 
Madam, ſaid 1, are all Picklers; they bear 
their Signeture in their Stems, as well as in their 
Fronts, and ought to have another B added to 
make em Beſt of Beſts, The Lady laugh'd 
heartily at my Simplicity, ſaying, VI was 
to make a Tryal, it would ſoon reform my Er- 
ror, ſince I might find ſome of em retain a ſtronger 
Twang of: the Dung than any of the laſt. But 
they that take Delight in Gardening, you know, 
are liable to little Inconveniencies and Errors, 
caus?d by the Wantonneſs of Nature, who takes a 
Delight to put a Change upon Mankind, and 
ſometimes variegates, and ſometimes degenerates, 
the moſt beautiful of. Flowers, as well as the moſt 
delicious of Fruits. However, continu'd ſhe, 
1 muſt ſay, with all its Faults, this is much more 
Profitable, the* not altogether ſo produflive as 
the laſt, However, by Virtueof a peculiar Pickle 


eobich I make uſe of, the Champignions of this 


Bed, as they are much better for keeping, ſo the 
rankeſt, by Infuſion of proper Spices, become 


Sometimes. as -well-flavour”d as the beſt, . 
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Converſation had now ſomewhat familia- 
riz'd; and I pray, ſaid I, good: Lady, are all 
theſe Ridges different Sorts * Do not be ſo baſty, 
reply'd the Lady; the Beſt, I can aſſure you, 
are yet to come; but all Things in their Seaſon. 
What think you of the'next? Is it not a Bed of a 


fine Contexture ? Does it not lye handſome, and 


of a clever Mounture ? Obſerve it well ; it will 
reward your Obſervations * Bleſs me, ſaid I, 
Madam, ..what colour d Muſbrooms are ibeſe? 
Sure they cannot be of the jalubrious Kind, O 
the Ideot ! ſaid the Lady, are they not of the: 
livid Heſb- colour d Kind ? How-can you queſtion. 
their Salubrity ? Jou might doubt every whit as 
wweil of the Wholeſomeneſs of the Bath Waters, or the 
Mineral Waters of the Spa, or Pyrmont. In- 
deedmy bead Gardener, I muſt confeſs, was 4 
little loo much directed by bis Journeyman, in ibe 


framing this Ridge, which requir*d the greateſt 


Nicety of Art and Labour of any thing under the 
Sun. But the Journeyman, not much given 40- 
Thought, and ſupine in every thing but his own” 
Advantage, order'd, as you ſee, bis Wortmen 
lo make the Borders ſo flat and level, that, inſtead. 
of Champignions of the frrſk or ſecond Growth, 
We ſee nothing but Conical Fungus's, for all tbe 
World like the old Wives Hats in Queen Eliza- 
beth's Days. However, the French, woo are 
a- ſage Nation, have taught us the Uſe of this 
(1 know not «whether I may ſafely or no call it a) 
Vegetable ; but, by thetr Example, wwe have made 


as 
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at mine and every great Man's Table. It is a 
Fungus, 275 true, that has been look*d upon by as 
Tramontanes, as one of the poyſonous Rind; but 
Jo long as the Frenchman eats it, an Engliſhman 
will never think he can take any harm by following 
bis Example; but rather look upon it as tis 
Glery. And if Creatures will ſuffer their Minds 
to be poyſonꝰd one way, why not in all? Did you 
mark that Zodiacal Circle of Red? F it not 
graceful ® Would it not tempt a Man 10 bite, 
the ſure to be bitten ? | 

What will you ſay then to the next Ridge? Ob- 
ſerve, they rye as green as the laſt did red. Fre 
upon this lazy Gardener, how has be let this Bed 
be quite over-run with Thiſiles?* But there is no 
plucking em up now, for fear of diſturbing the 
Off-Jets, However, it is no great Matter, ſince 
they are of the rankeft Rind; taſting tos firong of 
the Dung to be pleaſant. Nevertheleſs, as they 
are tall and thin, they make the betler Appear- 
ance; and one ſingular Quality attends them , 
infuſe a little into Soup, er Sauce, it will go far- 
ther than fix Times the Quantity of either Onun 
or Garlick. Befides, they ſerve for all Uſes; but 
dirty and vulgar Uſes ſeem to be what Nature has 
beſt qualify'd em for. | 

But the Bed next to it, Madam, ſaid I, 15a 
very large one. Certainly thoſe Fungus's muſt be 
Favourites, or fo much Pains and Compaſs would 
never have been caſt away upon em? The Ejfett 
does not always anſwer the Gardeners Labour, 
reply'd the Lady, hey are, at beſt, bul a 1 
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of a meſlin Crop; ſome Wheat and ſome Rye. 
Take ſpecial Notice, however, of one thing; there 
75 not a Fungus that ries here, but carries a per- 
fect Coronet on the Crown of it, which makes a 
glorious Shew on their firſt Riſing 3 but they joou 
change, and many of them are rotten before they 


are ripe. I have had ſome Thoughts of tranſ- 


planting ſome of them , but my Gardener diſcou- 
rages ne; for he tells me they will be never the 
better without freſh Dung; and that, in all pro- 
bability, will give em ſuch a Taint, that there 
will be no enduring them at the Table. He tells 
me too, as a farther Diſcouragement, that au 
Experiment had been made of three or four, which 
/o vilely degenerated, that they grew to be worſe 
than common Toad-ſicols. However, I am fully 
reſelvꝰd to adviſe with a French Gardener; if 
any can, he will moſt certainly find a Way 10 
make 'em uſeful. Perbaps he will put ſome of em 
into a Fricaſee of Frogs; and I ſhould think, if 
there be no great Pleaſure, there could be no great 
Danger. But, after all, perhaps the Experi- 
ment may not anſwer the Charge, and I find 
tſeleſs Things in our Days ſtand in no need of 
mereaſing. 

The Lady talk*d ſo pertinently, methought, 
that it was pity to interrupt her ; and yet 
happening to caſt my Eyes forward, I found 
it was impoſſible to repreſs my Surpriſe. She 
took Notice of it preſently. Aud well, ſays 
ſhe, I cannot blame you : 11 is in the Nature of 
Things glorious to atiraft, That is my Maſter 

Mujh- 
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Muſhroom, and has a Red 1o itſelf, becauſe he 
grew ſo faſt, that he has moſily ſupplyd all the 
other Beds with Buds and Off-ſets. Is it not a 
hopeful Plant? What fay you? Do I not do 
wiſely to encourage it? Beſides, if you mind, it 
is of a different Kind to all the former; and not 
altogether agreeable to the next, tho of the ſame 
Species. It has the Ultramarine Caſt, but wants 
the ſuperior Coronet on the Crown; ibo I have 
been credibly inform? d, it has it at Bottom: If jo, 
all the young Off ſets coil partake of its Qualities, 
J it not pretty wonderful, that Naturaliſts ſhould 
not yet have been able to agree upon the Virtues 
of this Fungus? Some affirming it to be of a Sup. 
tick Quality, others of a Cauſtick. Net certainly 
toe may ſafely conclude, that it has ſome Virtues, 
which, whenever diſcover' d, the Philoſophers and 
Adepts will agree to be valuable. I am ſenſible 
my Gardener thinks me too fond of a Plant that, 
as he fancies, only takes up Room, without either 
Uſe or Beauty; but why fhould they deny me my 
Expeclation for an Amuſement ? It vill coft lilile 
10 keep the Bed clear of Weeds, and to People 
that have little elſe to do, the very Watching 1s a 
Diverſion. But I hope beiter Things, and will 
therefore perſiſt to cheriſh my Fungus till the Co- 
ronet, which they ſay lies at the Bottom of its 
Heels, Tife up to the - Crown of its Head. You 
know Women, when they jet on a Thing, are not 
eaſily baull' d; and when they get their Ends, 
Oppoſition only advances the Pleaſure. But you 
may think me too fond, perbaps, as = as 
RE Ohe. 
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| ethers. Come, well adjourn the Debate and 
go lo A new Cauſe, 

This is my laſt, and largeſt, Muſhroom- Bed; 

and a fine one it is. Tell me ſincerely, did your 

Eyes ever behold the lite? Here's Cloth and Co- 

tour, Not one of theſe are of your ragged Nor- 

man Breed. Freſh and well-liking as if this 

| Morning's Dew was the Mother of every one of 

"em. They may talk what they ill ef Crefly and 

\ Agincourt ; none of theſe ever ſprung up in the + 

Dailds of Hockſtet ; for my Part J am for encou- 

i © raging the Herald Office, and fince all our Old 

Arms are laſt, let the pror Rogues be paid for 

- , finding New for athers. But it may be offer'd, 

y that the Arms of the Family of Fungus's ought 

„b be alite. What need I wonder for that * Are 

i. die not all from Adam? And yet we find his 
» © FPolterity affected Variety of Bearings. 

ſhould the Family of the Fungus's be debarr'd the 

4 fame Liberty? I do not know but, under the 

y Management of a good Etimolegiſt, he might go 

= rear to derive himſelf from ſomewhat like Royal 

» = Erxtraction. There will be found no ſuch great 

21 Difference between Fungus and Fergus, but an 


/) © wrgenious Man might make them identical. Men 
„ /ctentifick in thoſe Aris, never ſtand upon a 
'5 Letter or two ; and in that Caſe it is plain the 
u 3 _ Rabbi would find himſelf within Compaſs. Or if 
ft © that ſhould fail, and the Family ſhould, with 
„ 8 grofound Humility, drop their Prelenſions 10 
u 1 Koyal Extraftion, ſure their Numerouſneſs 
T might ſtand in Competition with Antiquity ; 3 | 
S. . | 
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T have heard, that of five Hundred Families, 


chooſe where you will, near three Hundred and 
Ninety muſt claim Relation, and never bluſh at the 
Matter. I ſay, therefore, let us go on io encourage 
Muſhroom-bed making : Pl/ under-take to find 
you a Grand Maſter of the Lodge, and I doubt 
mot but, under his Management, the Sociely and 
Honour of the Fungus, or Muſhrooms, ol, 
on a Poll, quite diſtance the late much. veneraled 
Society of Free- Maſons. And the rather becauſe 
be Fungus Hall be ty'd to no Oaths they ſhall be 


© neceſſitated to break, and yet, like the other, have 


under a Comprebenſion, Brokers, Taylors, Fidlers, 
Coblers, Carmen, and every other Degree of Man 
that may ſcvell their Fame in their Number. 
What think you of the Project! in my Opinion 
there is Encouragement enough for you to perſiſt. 
If you cannot arrive at the raiſing Fungus's of 
Faſhion, you may raiſe enough of the common Sort, 
and, perhaps, in a little Time, if I can find my 
Journeyman Gardener in a ſpecial Good Humour, 
may prevail on him to ſpare you a Bud cr two 
out of our Beds; for, in my Opinion, a good Thing 
can never be in ioo many Hands, nor too amply 
propagated, | ſaw ſhe was about to leave the 
Garden, and prepar'd accordingly to take my 
leave, with an humble Obeyſance, but ſome 
unhappy way or other my Buckle took hold 
of her Petticoat, and down I came on my 
Noſe. The imaginary Indecorum put me all 
into Confuſion, and that Confuſion ſoon con- 


vinc'd me of the Fallacy of my Dream. 
VISIONS 
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VISION XI. 


The GLUTTONs. That ſuch are their 
own SEXTONS, and make their own 
GRAVES. 


T was certainly intended as a fine En- 
comium upon a noble Roman, that he 
was Helluo Librorum, anglice, a Glutton of 
Books, a Race of Hereticks, quite extinct in 
this prolifick Age, where all other Hereſies 
abound prodigiouſly, till, like other Streams 
they are ſwallow'd in the wide Sea of Infide- 
ity : Yet, to ſupply that Mortality, there is 
another Race of Helluos ſprung up, not ſo 
commendable, I confeſs, as the Roman; tho, 
perhaps, every way as valuable 1n their own 
Eyes. Paper Diet is but a feeble Nouriſher ; 
tho*, I can ſay this for ſome of 'em, they 
would live but poorly, very poorly, without 
the Benefit of it; but with ſome Conſtitu- 
tions every thing procures an Appetite, And 
Intenſeneſs of Thought extends the Stomach, 
as well as walking, or any other Exerciſe, 
provided the Subject be of an edifying Na- 
ture, I confeſs, the Subject I am upon is 
not 
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not of that Nature to me; yet ſo many of 
my Countrymen have of late, within my 
own Knowledge, dug their Graves with their 


\ Teeth, and ſince the Subject is of itſelf new, 


and, as | think, yet untreated of, Charity 
inclines me to throw away an Hour, and a 
Sheet of Paper, in hopes to make ſome few 
of the ſurviving Number a little ſenſible, 
that they are quite out in their Reckoning. 
The Taſte muſt be acknowledged not the 
leaſt nice of the five Senſes 3; perhaps, were 
Apicius to be Judge, he would meet it with 
pompous Superlatives. But that prodigious 
Glory to the Roman Table is long ſince de- 
parted, and, diſtruſttul of his Countrymen's 
doing Juſtice to a Perſon of his Merit, would 
not ſulpend his own Fame, but fairly chooſe 
rather to ſuſpend his Perſon, in order to leave 
an inſtructive Memorial to all his Followers. 
It may, without Offence, Ithink, to Probabi- 
lity, be offer'd in Excuſe, or by way of Ex- 
tenuation, that the Man had over-eat him- 
ſelf, and, for want of my Countrymen's Re- 
cipe, rolling before the Fire, ſo ſtupyfy'd his 
Senſes, that he could not diſtinguiſh a Halter 
from a Table: But, tho" I ſatirically hinted 
it for an inſtructive Memorial to his Followers, 
I do afſure the whole Race of my Country- 
men, his Diſciples, that I am fo far from any 
Deſire that they ſhould follow the Example 
of that grand Maſter of their Lodge, that 


J have it now under Pen and Ink to peo 
a Re- 
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a Recipe for a Cure, and I hope they will be 
ready to give it a Sanction with their Pro- 
Batum eſt. 

| have heard (and I am apt to belive more 
Truth than I could wiſh in it) that not a 
few of our Livery-Men and Citizens will pur- 
chaſe a Ticket at any publick Feaſt, in order 


to over-do Nature, which they term having 


a Belly full, To be ture, theſe muſt all be 
ſtaunch Trenchermen, and ſuch as go with a 
ful! Reſolrtion to have their Pennyworths 
for their Penny. Theſe are true Warriors, 
that do not crack but do; they are Men 
of Sincerity; they do nothing from their 
Teeth outward: The Teeth inward is the 
Affair they are intent upon. Yet is not their 
Devotion meerly mental; for, tho* a fine 
Appearance may afford a very promiling 
Proſpect, till they ſubſtantially gratify the 
Senſe they are moſt devoted to, all che Plea- 
ſure the other Senſes can impart to 'em, is 
only tantalizing. The Cæna dubia, may make 
their Mouths "and Imaginations run over 
but they have an-utter Averſion for bare 
Landskips, when they can enjoy real Na- 
ture. To ſee how ſuch Heroes twiſt (as 
they phraſe it) would certainly induce a Man 
of no very great Appetite to wiſh he could 
tithe with them; tho', perhaps, upon Ex- 
periment, a Tithe might be more than his 
Conſtitution could diſp:: ile with. 


But 


* 


144 The WoRLD turn'd 


But the eating Part is not all the Diver- 
ſion the Spectators will be delighted with 
(rho? it be the principal Delight of the Per- 


former) the Manner is as aſtoniſhing as the 


Matter. I myſelf have ſeen one of his Ma- 
jeſty's Juſtices ſleep and eat, and eat and 
ſleep alternately, three good Hours away, and 


yet riſe hungry. And moſt of that ſort of 


Gentry impart the Pleaſures they feel to 


others, by aſſigning ſome ſmall part of their 


N Refection to each Side of their 
outh. Whether they do this communi— 


catively, or by way of Exultation, having 


never asked any Queſtion, I cannot ſay. But 


this I can affirm to have obſerv'd, that where 


it happen'd to a Man that was truly an 
CEconomiſt, he has taken care to croud 
thoſe Over-flowings in with the next good 
Mouthful. | 

But of all the noble Heroes of the Trencher, 
recommend me to thoſe, who, like old Sol- 
diers, fight their Battles over again in Recital, 
and, by the twiſting of their Chops, and water- 
ing at each Side of the Mouth, ſeem all the 
while to re- enjoy the paſt Pleaſures they enter- 
tain you with. Theſe are the Race of the 
Epicure in a right Line; they want no 
Herald's - Office to affim their Pedigree; 
Blood and Family appear in the Tongue and 
Teeth of 'em; not but I have known a 
Welch Parliament-Man on this Occaſion make 


Recourle to Merlin's Cave; but this 
16crly 
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meerly ex abundantia, ſince the Clerk of the 
Kitchen could have given him a Certificate 
as effectual to all Intents and Purpoſes as the 
beſt of his own Country. He knew the 
Man fo well, and was ſo much (as a Man 
may ſay, without a Figure) to his own Taſte, 
as he would have refuſed him nothing, but, 
doubtleſs, have allow'd himſelf great Lengths 
in his Service that way, as he had done in 
the more immediate Way of his Office. 


What a noble Shew muſt half a ſcore of 


theſe Worthies met together make? What a 
Conſort, without Muſick, muſt be the Pro- 
duction of their Brains, which always lie at 
the Roots of their Tongues, or the natural 
Paliſides before em. French Cookery is of 
no Uſe here to whet up the Appetite ; tor, 
what Whetſtone is needful to give an Edge 
to a Razor? Ortclans, TUurky-Pouls, and ſuch. 
like will go down wich them in puris natu- 

2/ibus ; but IVadeocks, Pheaſants, Quails and 
$i hes require a little good Sauce to comp Neat 


them. Theſe quality them for Champain and 


Bui rgundy, and B- rgundy and Champain re- 
quite the Favour in quality ing cthein agam 
for a Repetition. Can it be a Wonder, t. jar 
the Blood is fired and thrown in a Flame 
or, that they are forced to tell Toes, Thambs 
and Fingers twice over, to keep a Ne ckoning 
of their Byblows | : How in Juſtice > Can the 7 
complain ot Ditcaſes ? or, that unuannerly 
Death approaches them with tog lung Strides? 
Vor. I. H Their 
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Their own Teeth daily prepare the Table ; 
and their common Uſage would make it 
much. more unmannerly in a Gueſt that was 
invited to ſtay away. The honourable So- 
ciety of zew Cholick Water-men, the Apothe- 


caries (who generouſly converted Galen's Re- 


politory into a Gin-Shop, tho? under a more 
ſpecious Title) are ſent to in vain for Relief; 
they and their Maſters the Doctors, only 
make their Appearance after they have taken 
their Fees, to ſhake their Heads and depart, 
leaving their Subſtitutes to prepare the 
Wretch's winding Sheet in a decent Bill of 
Ana's. Let 'em complain as long as they 


will, the whole is a true Scene of Nature; 


who, ill uſed by her Servants, wiſely, like 
Rats, by Inſtinct, forſake a falling Fabrick, 
and leaves the Tenant to lament too late the 
Juſtice of his Doom. 

Such is the Diſtemper; yet Epidemick as 
it is, Reaſon might propoſe a Cure, if the 
Patient would contribute his Mite towards it. 
Bot ask theſe Roſicrucians, what contributed 
moſt to the long Lives of the Autideluwians! 
or, it they are not able to anſwer (as few of 
'em read any other Book than the Art of 
Cookery) tell em of Temperance, Chaſtity, 
and Regularity of Life, they will ſtare like a 
{tuck Pig, and, with the Man at the Gallows 
with the Rope about his Neck, cry aloud, 
Drive on Carman. Yet in Hopes there may be 
ſome few (as it muſt be a very ſcabby te: 

chat 
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; that affords not one ſound Sheep) Let us ſee 
it if we cannot light of ſome good Rules which 
18 might hit the Eye-Tooth, at leaſt, and fave 
)- their Underſtanding, together with. their 
= Bodies. I would not deny them, therefore, 
e the Liberty of indulging their Appetites ſo 
e far as may be conſiſtent with Health; but 
the Stomach being like a Piece of wet Lea- 
y ther, which may be ſtretch'd to almoſt any 
n Dimenſion, I would deſire them, ſince it is 
t, for their own Sakes, to be careful not to 
le gver-ſtretch it, meerly to humour a Boaſt of 
f the Prodigy of its Contents. The Boaſt of 
y ſuch a Prodigy, among wiſe Men, muſt be a 


; prodigious letting down of the Underſtanding, 
e and, therefore, I have friendly bluſh*d for 


be one that ſeem'd not at Leiſure to bluſh for 
le himſelf, when he has vapour'd in my Hearing, 
how often he has cat a hundred of Oyſters after 
1s a hearty Dinner. No doubt to him there 
le appear'd a mighty Piece of Proweſs in the 
t. Matter, but to me that happened to be en- 
4 dued with a more contracted way of think- 
? ing, it carried the Face of no better Triumph, 
ff than of the Mountebank that ſwallow'd Poy- 
77 ſon, to ſhew the Value of his Orvietan, which 
7, has ſo often failed, that it has brought wiſer 
a Men to aflert, That none but Fools would try 
'S the Experiment, 
, Simple Diets are allow'd by all Natura- 
e liſts to be moſt wholeſome; yet, would I by 


K no means ſeem to confine theſe modern Vir- 
x A 2 tuoſos 
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tuoſos in eating, to generous Beef and Pud. 
ding. Certain it 1s, this was the Food of 
our great Anceſtors, and ſome as roundly 
attribute to that, in a great Meaſure, the 
Victories of Crefſey and Agincourt, Yet, as 
wholeſome as they are, it a Man, after he 
has eat a quantum ſufficit, will gorge Na- 
ture with new Additions, he ought to be 
aſſured of the Property of the Falcon, a 
Power of cafting up what is offenſive ; and 
even in ſuch a Caſe, I queſtion whether, in the 
Judgment of a great Majority among Man- 
kind, he would find any other Glory in the 
Action, than transferring the Beaſt to him- 
ſelf, inftead/of the Bird. To ſatisfy Nature 
in a rational Manner is commendable; and 
what makes a finer Diſtinction between 
Man and Brute, than in curbing too violent 
Inclination, and throwing a Rein over the 
Will, to curb Exorbitance and Exceſs. No 
Man can have ſuch a Stomach, as to conceal 
Sufficiency; and, whoever he is, like a wiſe 
Man, he would obey the firſt Fruit, which 
to do is highly natural; I cannot think that 
any Man is without an Alarum within, that 
might keep him within Bounds. As much 
as Nature can well and eaſily digeſt, no 
Man could deny him, and no Man in his 
right Senſes would defire more, There is as 
reat a Difference in the Conſtitutions of Men, 

as in their Complexions; and, therefore, to 
make my Meature that of another Man's, 
would 
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would be to tranſgreſs the Rules of Equity, 
as well as Reaſon. But yet there is neither 
Stomach or Conſtitution illimitable; and, 
therefore, to hold Things within the Limit 
of right Reaſon muſt be the Standard, which 
no Man will be ſo well able to be a Judge 
of, if he will duly weigh Circumſtances, 
as the Perſon whom I am adviling. Let 
him add to all this, that every Exceſs . is 
dangerous, being very likely to be attended 
with Fevers, Rheumatiſms, and a Muleitude 
of other Diſcaſes; and he will ſoon learn to 
deſpiſe that filly Vaunt of a protels'd Mugle- 
tonian, That he had made uſe of his Teeth and 
his Lips, and had rather they fhould dig his 
Grave than the Sexton, But, in a little Lime 
the firſt reſign'd their Office to the laſt. 

All Subjects long ponder'd over grow 
irkſome, and ſo did this; for I was caught 
with Sleep before I had any Notice of it; 
and, tho? I had taken a cautious Modicum to 
my Supper, by way of Prevention (which 
I premiſe, left the Dream that enſu'd ſhould 
be interpreted to be the Effels of Empty- 
nefs) I found myſelf in a ſpacious large Room, 
larger than ever before my Eyes had beheld, 
tull of Tables well ſpread, and garniſh'd, 
and every Table full of Gueſts. © Wonder- 
ing a while at the great Order and numerous 
Company, a Lady of uncommon Beauty 
enter'd the Place, and ſeem'd to make di- 
rectly up to me. She was very plain in her 

H 3 Dreſs, 
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Dreſs, but ſo neat and clean withal, that 
neither Silks, Brocades, or Diamonds could 
have made her look raore beautiful. So ſoon 
as ſhe was come up to the Place where 1 
ſtood, and I had pay'd the Homage which 
her very Charms exacted; You are come in 
good Time, ſays ſhe with a ſmiling Air: J 
will new make you a Judge of the unpardonable 
F/?ongs I daily ſuffer from your fellow Servants. 
You are my Servant, as well as all theſe before 
your, J am Nature, this is my Birth-day, and 
1 have order*d this Feaſt to be prepar'd, and. 
you are to be my Gueſt ;, but firſt let us take a 
Walk round, and then pitch _ your Table and 
Company, and feaſt and welcome. 

The firſt Table ſhe led me to vas full of 
fine Folks, and as well cover'd with Variety of 
Diſhes; but the Gueſts were generally of 
ſuch an out- oth way Aſpect, that at the ver 
firſt Caſt J noted 'em all for Quality. The 
fair Part were, its true, many of dem exceſ- 
ſively fair, but it was of ſo livid or wan a 
tair, that I could not help concluding, they 
had either ſuffer'd by their Nurſes, or had 
uſed Violence to themſelves, to preſerve their 
Complexions. After I had, with my Eyes, 
con'd over the Gueſts, I gave them leave to 
wander over the Diſhes; but I could find 
not one of the whole that fuited my Apperite, 
not one of the whole being, in my- Opinion, 
fit to make a Meal on. One of the Servitors 
was very officious to reach me a Chair, * 
three 
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three or four Times over pronounced all to 
be fort gallante ; but, perceiving him to be a 
Frenchman, l, with his own Superfluity of good 
Manners, refus'd the Chair, tho? I could not 
ſo eaſily get rid of his Civility. To tree 
myſelf of which Redundance, I turn'd my 
Eyes to a ſide Table, at which were a Num- 
ber of pretty Maſters and Miſſes, who had 
every one their waiting Female at their Backs; 
theſe fetch'd from the grand Table what 
any of 'em call'd for, of which they fed ſo 
teelingly, that I ceas'd to wonder at their 
Parent-like Complexions. 

The next Table was filPd with awful 
Shadows, the Age of the youngeſt of which 
I ſhould have gueſt at Fourſcore. I expected, 
before I came up to it, to have ſeen it cover'd 
with Conſerves and Gellies z but, when 1 
came near, I found *em all feeding very 
heartily of what I could not tell what to 
make of, till one of *em ſhaking his Head, 
in another Manner than it ſhook before, cry*d 
to his Neighbour, This is excellent Viper Broth - 
Ay, ſays another, This is good Crawfiſh Sor p 
too as ever I eat. The Lady of the Feaſt look- 
ing wiſhfully upon me, ſhook her Head too, 
but in a diſdainful Manner, and, as if ſhe 
ſaw into the very Soul of me, gave me the 
Signal to leave *em to themſelves, and follow 
her directly. 

She led me croſs the Room to a Table 
crouded with Bona Robas, and fine Gentle- 
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men in their Cues, Pigtails and Powdries, 
This, thought I, ſure enough, is the Table 
and Company I ſhall fix upon, And this 
Imagination] was the eaſter ſeduced into by the 
Sight of a plain Joint or two, which I farcy'd 
could moft heartily have fed upon. But 
their Talk was ſo frothy and futile, that it 
ſoon gave me a Surfeit of the Company, 2s 
the reit of the Diſhes did of their Piet. They 
were all, but the two Joints of Meat, artificial 
Compoſts, and, like them, in my poor Opi- 
nion, fitter for dunging of Land, than the 
nouriſhing of human Bodies. A Man might 
twear by the very Hautgout, that a Trench 
Cook had had his Nuckles in every one of 
cem; but what vexed and ſurpriſed me moſt 
was, that not one of the whole Company 
had touch'd the Diſhes I had mark'd out 
ior my own Palate, One, indeed, had his 
Knite up ready to enter one of *em, when 
the L.ady next him reproach'd him with an, 
Ab Pawore! will you rob the poor Servants * 
Nay, thought I, if that be the Caſe, PU make 
my Obſervation where the Servants dine, fer 1 
ſhall chooſe to feed with thoſe that feed better 
ban their Maſters. I ſpoke this, as I thought, 
in a ſerene Solilophy, but my Reſentment, it 
ſeems, thruſt the Words fo far from between 
my Lips, that the Lady's Ears caught hold 
of 'em, and ſhe laugh'd very heartily. 

But the Table we came next to was, the 


very Counter-part of all I had ſeen before, 
| both 
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both in Gueſts and Garniſh, Healthful Com- 
plexions, ruddy Faces, and chearful Airs 
ſeem'd to vie in all; and the Diſhes were all 

lain, native and wholeſome, and ſuch as 
invited, without any fore-ſtalling of Appetite. 
Peeviſhneſs and Ill. nature did not ſeem to 


attend ſo much as one of the Attendants 3- 


for they appear'd to have borrow'd Chear- 
fulneſs and good Humour from every Soul 
they waited on. The Lady expreſs'd a viſi- 
ble Pleaſure at the Complacency ſhe diſco- 
ver'd in my Countenance; and, I obſerv'd, 
that ſo ſoon as ever the Servitors ſaw her ap- 
proach, there was a perfect Conteſt who 
ihould carry her Chair. Then turning to me, 
This, ſaid ſhe, is my Table, and here I delight 
1% ſolace myſelf, Set @ Chair for 1he Stranger, 
i41d ſhe ro one of the Servitors, who im- 
mediately paid Obedience, and, in ſpight of 
all the modeſt Excuſes I could make, I was 
oblig*d to fit by her, where ſhe directed the 
Chair to be placed, Every Soul of the Com- 
pany was emulous to ſhew their Belief of 
the Heartineſs of their Welcome, by their 
cheariul Feeding; yet was there not the leaſt 
Tendency to any thing like Voraciouſneſs, but 
Mirth and inoffenſive Pleaſantry went round 
the Table. In ſhort, my Heart was ſo over- 
flowing, that I could not avoid declaring 
myſelt, that I never ſaw 1ve like Merriment 
and Freedom at a Country Wedding. Is there 
nothing wanting, ſaid the Lady, to make it 
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et compleat? without my anſwering, J ſee 
you think there is, continued the Lady. Upon 
which ſhe gave a Signal, and two of the pret- 
tieſt Creatures I ever ſet Eyes on (ſo pretty, 


if in another Place, I ſhould have taken 'em 
. for Angels; or, if I could have imagin'd 


myſelf on Earth, for Melinda and Chloe) who, 
without further Solicitation or Courting, en- 
tertain'd the Company with a Song ſo mo- 
ving and apropos, that all the Hearts of them 
were charm'd up to their Ears, where they 
kept beating of Time till the Song was ended. 
For my Part, I ſpeak the leaſt of what J felt 
myſelf, and, therefore, can hardly think I 
ſpeak too much for any there. So ſoon as 
the Song was over, Well, ſays the Lady, 
with all her Fund of Good-humour, turning 
to me, How do you like our way of Living? Is it 
not quite inoſtenſive? And the more agreeable, as 
it contributes to Health and Peace of Mind ? 
& well, Madam, reply'd I, that 1 think no- 
thing on this fide Heaven can. come up to it? 
And I fall ever make it my Endeavor 10 
piirſue it all the reſt of my Days. I believe you, 
laid the Lady, and yet io make you more in 
lacie with it, would be to mark the 1ſſue at the 
ing of the Companies at the other Tables. 

Alt the firſt, you will now find they are hard 
at Cards or Hazard; there Avarice is their At- 
tendant, and what by the Pecviſaneſs of their own 
Tempers, and the Capricieuſneſs of Fortune, their 
hole Frames are [ut in a Fret, inward or out- 
ward, 
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ward, that, when they leave off, they find them- 
ſelves rather weary Iban diverted. The litile 
Side-board is the moſt innocent at preſent, ibo 
there are promiſing Hopes they will, in Time, 
come up to the perfect Imperfeftions of their 
Parents; yet thiſe pretend they follow Na- 
ture: I deſire, therefore, hereafter you will 
diſabuſe the World. 

As to the next Table, their cobole Diſ-ourſe is 
ſuitable to their Bill of Fare; and the Incen- 
tives they make uſe of, tate a wrong Turn, and 
lie up into their Heads , whence Obſcurity and 
Rudeneſs hliſters their Tongues, and leaves the 
human Microceſm in a moſt deplcrable Condition. 
In ſhort, Modeſty and Good manners, in their 
own Defence, are compeil'd to forfwear their 
Society. 

The next which yeu ſcem'd inclinable 19 jcin, 
is not half a Degree on the beſt fide either of 
the other , they are a Commixlure of both, as 
you jaw in Diet, ſo in Ilumour. Nevertheleſs, 
in one Thing they are tcurſe than either , they 
are in full Heat of Bod, and il int, io be na- 
tural, they muſt be quarreiſome: And this filly 
Humour they irritate by paſſing the Glaſſes jo 
faſt round, that they drive Reaſon out of the 
Lijt, and forty io one jacrifice ue or more of 
their Companions to their lnſchriety, and then, 
at laſt,” to juſtify their Follies, would throw the 
Blame upon me. I leave you to judge, continued 
the Lady, looking again on me, how juſtly 3 
and, therefore, I deſire you will remove the 

Miſtakes 
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Miſtakes where you find them, and lay the 
Blemiſbes where they ought deſervedly to lye. 1 
had given my Promiſe, and was preparing to 
take my leave; No, ſaid ſhe, wel ade the other 
Song firſt. To this free Propoſal J had given 
a moſt willing Afﬀent, and the fair ones had 


juſt began to tune their pretty Pipes far it; 


when in rufhes Half a Dozen of the Cues 
and Pigtails from the next Table, with their 
drawn Swords. The Ladies and Nature 
ſhreik'd aloud ; but ſeeing their Swords 
tremble in their Hands, 1 put myſelf in a 
Poſture to defend my Charge zat which Inſtant, 
1 obſerved one of the falie Heroes making a 
Puſh at the Back of the Lady of the Feaſt, 
It put my whole Man into a Ferment, to ſee 
ſuch a Piece of Brutality. and aiming to throw 
myſelf between, I found I had thrown my- 
ſelf out a-bed, and, on the Floor, foon re- 
eollected that I had been in a Dream. 


VISION 
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The GENTLEMEN JACK-PUDDINGS. AM 
GENERAL SATYR on DKESS. 


Little weary, as I was, with Writing 


and Reading; I went t'other Day to 
take a Walk to refreſh myſelf. The Park, 
tho' a Place I have no great Fondnels for, yet, 
without Averſion, being near, was the Place 
I pitch*d upon, and the Calmneſs of the Even- 
ing made me haſten to get thither, that I 
might loſe fo much lefs of the Benefit I pro- 
pos'd by it. As is very common, I met with 
many that I had paid the Ceremony of the 
Hat to; but had taken a full Leaſh of Turns 
the Length of the Mall beſore my good For- 
tune preſented me with what the World calls 
a Friend, and Ja Familiar, being unwillin 
to abuſe either the World or myſelf. Juſt as 
I was taking the Critical Turn for my Fare- 
well, who ſhould make up to me, but Tom 
Plaincorigbi. Tom is a facecious, pleaſant Fel- 
low, and, for an Hour or two, the moſt 
diverting Creature in the World; but what 
renders him infinitely more agreeable is, that 
under all his Ludicrities, he takes care to 


throw 
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throw out nothing that may be ſhocking to 
the beſt of either Sex; ſo that his Company 
is. ſure never to be offended, but pleas'd. 
Well, ſays Tem, at our firſt meeting, I am glad 
I have met with you abroad. Prithee keep your 
Shell off your Head a little longer; itis a charm- 
ing Evening, and we ſhall have all the Beau 
Monde here in a Moment. The laſt, Tom, 
ſaid I, you know, is no great 1nducement to me; 
and therefore I came an Hour or tuo the ſooner 
to avoid that great Embelliſhment of your Plea- 
ſure. My Ramble had ended with this Turn, 
and I ſhall be half forry if you preſs me to more. 
Phaw, j/ſhaw, ſays, Tom, I wo'nt part with 
you ſo. What ? not ſee you once a Month, and 
then not half fee you ? Come ſtar! fair; and if 
you are not diverted, Dll forfeit a Bottle of Bur- 
gundy. In ſhort, I knew my Man; and 
that all Diſpute was Loſs of Time; fol ſuffer'd 
myſelf to be over-ruPd and turn'd about. 

Juſt in the very Face of us, who ſhould 
we meet but a Thing as finically bedreſs'd as 
if he had juſt had all his Mother's Maids 
about him to ſet him out. To /ee what Luck 
you have at the very firſt, ſays Tom, what La- 
dies die to look on, and he in a Glaſs expires to ſce, 
you have here before your Eyes, without drawing 
the Curtain, Obſerve; to begin at bis lower 
Parts, which are moſt ſubſtantial, would not you 
imagine he had borrow'd a Pair of his little 
Siſters Shoes? Or rather, that it is his whole little 
Siſter in Diſeuiſe? It is ſo, I was * 

al 
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The whole pretty Maſter is loſt in the pretty Miſs. 
She has been taking the Air, was ſet down at the 
Park Gate, and, out of a Frolick, reſolv'd 10 
puzzle Mankind in the Diſtinction of Sexes : Yet 
lure the Ferk of the Tail is his — If bis Face is 
without Patches, PII ſtill venture an even Wager 
nm gone-— I've loft — But never ſure was 
Nature or Sexes more confounded. I was once 
or twice forc'd to whiſper him to be a little 
lower in expreſſing his Particularities, which 
he 2 we went on. 
ee you thoſe there, ſays Tom, that Mixture 
of Cues, Tou pets, Powariers. Tho(e are all 
foreign Ware; and it will be worth your while 
o mark with what an Air of Contempt they ſur- 
vey their own Mimicks of our Country. The 
Row aſide of 'em are all Native Apes of this 
bleſſed Iſland. Compare 'em as they walk Cheek 
by Foul ; can you diſcover that eſſential Differ- 
ence to deſerve Deriſion. I declare to you, in my 
Opinion, if they deſerve Deriſion for any thing, 
i ts fer being ſo much like em. What a Multitude 
of Mountebanks would an honeſt Countryman 


ſuppoſe us to maintain, ſeeing ſuch Crouds of 


Fack-puddings in his every Walt? But ſee, the 
Engliſh have inſulted their Merryment, and. o, 
both Parties are peaceably wald d off, to prevent 
further Diſaſters , for ſome People aſſert, that 
all the Firg of a Toupet lies at Bottom. 
Tom was rattling on at this mad rate, when 
a Perſon well dreſs'd, but not to the Height 
of the fantaſtical Mode, croſs'd over — 
Ortner 
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other Walk, and made directly up to him, 
I found, by the Sequel, that he was well- 
acquainted with Tom's ſatyrical Genius, and 
that Fear, more than Love, was the Morive, 
Tom receiv'd him in a Gentleman-like Man- 
ner, and he would have kiſs'd Tom in return 
of the Favour. Tom avoided it as well as he 
could, but, at the fame Time, whiſper'd 
him ſo loud that I could hear, To hetoare of 


fuch Indecencies for the future, for that a Dutch- 


man, laſt Week, had been commilted to New- 
gate on ſuch like ſuſpicious Symioms, Tho? 
Tom utter'd every Word with a great deal of 
Gravity, the Credit, and the Concern, that 
the other ſeem'd to receive it with, forced me 
into a Laugh in ſpight of my Teeth. The 
Gentleman apprehending it to be a Trick of 
Tom's, made a handſome Bow and walk'd 
off. Whaj? have we loſt our Friend? ſaid 1, 
Let bim go, anſwer'd Tn; he would have made 
no Shew z when you have once ſeen bim, you have 


ſeen all. | 


But if I am not miſtaken, continues Tom, 
vonder comes an Original; one that wi!l fhew 
twice over, and be ready for a third Shew at 
Night. He was dreſs'd up with Ribbons like 
a Filly at a Fair; and came tripping along 
the Mall like a Deer from a Relay. The 
Eyes of the whole Mall were upon him, and, 
tho? he had hut two, he was even with 'em 
all. So ſoon as ever he came near, he ſkrew*d 
himſelf into fo many Shapes, that 1 was every 
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Minute in Pain for his Hip Bone, and heartily 
wiſh'd the Epſom Bone-ſetter at Hand, for 
fear of Diſaſters, To ſhew him off, Tom, I 
found, diſcharg'd a little of his Humanity, to 
play his Part the better, till they had drawn 
luch a Medly of* Spectators upon them, that 
I, perfectly aſham'd, was forc'd to quit the 
Ring and walk forward. But Tem had more 
Hyes than I thought he had; and, miſſing me, 
ſoon diſengag*d himſelf and follow'd. So 
oon as he had overtaken me, y, ſays he, 
ill you always remain that unpoliſi d Mortal, 
and ſo near Court loo? IT warrant, had we 
fiaid together an Hour longer, wwe ſhould not have 


veen without Company, and yet you ran away 


before the firſt Af was over. Well, Tom, ſaid 


I, Pl bear your Satire on that Head as long as 


you pleaſe, provided you will teil me who the Mar- 


tal was. Ab? Pauvre, ſays Tom, not know 
im? But one bright Star in a Firmament, and 
an Aſtronomer profeſt cannot tell his Name! Con- 
tinue in yceir Ignorance, ſays he, bowever, ſo 
much 1˙/ tell you for your Comfort; deſcribe him 
10 the next Friend you meet, and if he does not 


anſwer your Quejtions, Tul What ? faid I, 


perceiving him heſitate. — Take the other 
Turn, ſays he, turning me about for that pur- 
pole, I was half diſenclin'd, but Tom had 
hold of me, and reſolv'd to hold it, fo on we 
mov'd. 

M hat are thoſe young Fellows ? ſaid I, meet- 
ing three Arm in Arm; 1 think I know one of 
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'em. If you don't, ſays Tom, I do. They are 
Sucking Officers; but what, I wonder, do they 
here at this Time? It is common to ſee *em coming 
from the War Office, after Dinner, to take a 
Breakfaſt here ; but an Evening Saunter muſt 
have ſomewhat ominous in it. Young Hobnail, 
there, who always walks on the Outſide, has 
been long in hopes that his Father”s Merit would 
make a Man of bim; but ſome out-of-the-way 
Planet or other has ſtill interposd. The Truth 
oni is, by a Friend's Account of him, be is but of 
an odd Compoſition. He thinks his Paſſions the 
ſuperior Part of Man; and 1 am afraid ſome- 
whal of that wry Notion has made a Boy of him. 
Reaſon he bas little; Deſcretion leſs. Pride 
enough to ſerve two Regiments; and Forehead 
enough to overſiock a Nation, People admire bis 
Face, and be admires his Hands; tho from 
Toficks as different as Light and Darkneſs. You 
ſee bim a little bare now ;, but had he got the For- 
tune be aim'd at (and there wanted nothing, as 
he aſſerts, but Father, Mother, and Daughter's 
Conſent ) the Devil would not have taken a Farm 
under bim at a Pepper-corn Rent. As for the- 


- other two, they are hopeful yet, but need be in no 


greater Danger (of Corrupiion I mean) than his 
Company. But paſs on, and imagine all this 
Parentbeſis. Things mare ſignificant exact your 
Eyes. 

Ay marry, Tom, ſaid I, here is an Appear- 


ance. The Houſe is broke up, ſays Tom, theſe 
N are 
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are moſt of em Members. Members? quo I, 
do they debate in Maſquerade * for, had not 
you ſet me to r gbis, I ſhould have really thought 
em juſt come from another Quarter; or perhaps 
they are going thither ? yet certainly ſuch a Num- 
ber of Scaramouches can never be wanting. I 
tell thee, ſays Tom, thour*t a ſtrange out-of-the- 
way thinking Fellow , there's not a Man there 
but carries a Piece of the Wiſdom of the Nation 
about him; but, becauſe his Curls are quilPd, 
and his Bag put under the Meal Tub, thou tet'ſt 
thy Thoughts ramlls I know not where. Keep 
them together as a Body of Reſerve ;, then, like 
the little Gentleman in the Middle, you may come 
to make three Speeches in a Day, without ſay- 
ing one Word. But ſure, Tom, ſaid I, they 
cannot be at Me? Ob ! you are miſtaken, ſays 
Tom, They are, as it were, in a Hot-bed, 
which brings Things forward to a Miracle: Zet, 
true it is, @ ſudden cold Blaſt has nipd 'em, 
now and then, eſpecially if they grew in a wrong 
Quarter. And is it, ſaid I, 10 ſucb Repreſen- 
tatives as theſe we owe the Seltlement of the 
Nation ? Let me go home, I beſeech you, for I 
am of Opinion, Sleep itſelf will hardly compoſe 
me? Truce with your Patience, ſays Tom; 
here's another Shoal a coming will make amends 
for all. What do you think of that old Fop of 
a Beau? Would not a Bib and At ron before bet- 
ter become him, than that ribbowd Dingle-dan- 
gle behind ? When a poor Wretch wants to ap- 
pear ſomewhat, and has nat wherewith, it is 

— 
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pardonable to do as well as he cau Hul for a 
Man of Fortune, and who lays claim to Senſe, 
and more than well ſtricten in Years into the 
Bargain; when ſuch a Man, I ſay, mijlakes 
his Q, and diſguiſes himſelf in a Poudrire, and 


ſtrives to ſtumble in feminine Shoes, toben il is 


more than he can do to walk upright in Ae s--- 
Ay Patience muſt keep Time wild youi”'s, my 
Friend, and declare it the Abowinatioa of Abo- 
minables. 

Tom had almoft ran himſelf out of Breath 
upon this Occaſion, and I avoided, for that 
Reaſon, putting the Queſtion to him upon 
a Covey or two of little Spruces that 
paſs'd by us Me obſerved it, and, with 
a Toſs of his Noic, Pugh 3; ſays he, a Par- 
cel of young Merchants and City Prenlices, that 
come weekly bere to ſhew their Poſture-Maſters 
bow well they can mimick *em, and reap the 
Praiſe of it. Nothing wwhets up a young Cur 
like Encouragement ; tho, I conſeſs, a little 
Correction, now and then, would do very well, 
and is neceſſary. But, continues Tom, 10 take 
Notice of theſe, were io make em appear ſome- 
what in their own Eyes, more than they will 
ever appear in the Eyes of any other but ther. 
own School. fel us. Come, come, lay aſide your 
Chagrin; 1 fee the Quality begins to ſwarm 
upon us. We fhall haue as much Work upon 
our Hands now, as ever we can turu lo. Then, 
to eaſe the Labour of your. Hands, Tom, faid 1, 
you muſt go on ta make uſe of yaur Tongue, That 

| 25 
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45 needleſs Counſel, replied Tom; tho" the Tongue 
is as much bound to its Good-behaviur, on this 
Ground, as the Tlands. But ſee ; here comes a 
Man indeed, walking alone, becauſe he wanted 
his Fellow -— O! the Duke has join'd bim. 
Without Spefales tell me, Ts there any Compart- 
fon ? Does not the plain Lord look moſs like a 
Duke? Or, if the one bas all the Gentleman in 
his Countenance, can you blame the other for 
hiding his in his Sleeve? But they have taken 
our Work off our Hands, and obſerve us; let us 
Play the Parts of thoſe ſullen Birds in a Cage, who 
never feed while an Eye's upon them. 

So, now, ſays Tom, we have paſsd em. 4 
But ſce; a Leaſh more; and all jo alike figur'd, 
that it would puzzles a Man to throw out the 
very Figure among *em : They Whore in Society, 
they Game in Society, and Drink iu Society; jo that 
among themſelves they are the moſt ſociable Crea- | 
trues living; but were they to play for Senſe, | 
and flake, the Bank would be in Danger of 
breaking before the Game begun: But what 


Danger of quarelling, fince, as Sir William 1 
Temple /ays, Nature has furniſhed every Man | 
of *em to their full Satisfaction. 


Variety may be tireſome, and what was fea- 
ſing lo my Companion, began to bade a different 
Effet upon me. Conſtitutious nor Taſtes are 
alike in all: And therejore, bat will divert 
one Man a whole Week, may tire another 
in an Hour. Tom began to perceive it, fo, 
to prevent my being uneaſy, Come, ſays he, 

one 
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owe gentle Sauntre to St. James's, which is our 
neareſt and cleaneſt Way, and then well go bome 
and take my Loſeings, while my Man puts the 
Horſes in Coach to carry you home. I burſt 
out a laughing, which Tom wonder'd at, and 
enquir*d into the Occaſion. At thy Unprofita- 
bleneſs, ſaid I, in throwing away ſuch a fine 
Speech, as if 1 did not know, without that 
Flouriſb, that you had your Coach at Command. 
But why Unprofitableneſs, ſays Tom ? Becauſe 
T ſhould think, lays I, my Vanity in accepting, 
as great as your's in offering, when your [oot- 
man can call a Hackney from the End of every 
Street. Well, well, ſays Tom, that ſhall breed 
no Diſpute ; your Will ſhall be my Plea- 
ſure. But ſee now; coul you have loſt this 
glorious Speftacle ? What a Group of Garters 
comes upon us. Call for which of the Colours 
of the Rainbow you pleaſe, and if you are not 
anſwer'd, Pm miſtaken. The Feathers are fine, 
indeed, ſaid I, but tell me, Tom, are the Birds all 
alike ? All alike feather*d you ſee they are, 
ſays Tom, in their ſeveral Orders, I began 
to be a little weary, and, conſequently, ſome- 
what cynical. I deny that, lays 1: In their 
ſeveral Orders they are not all equally feather'd. 
It is not here, as in Nature; fhe works by Line 
and Rule; and the Birds inherit the beathers 
by Deſcent and Birthright : Which of theſe do 


that * bau, lays Tom, you are 100 curious. 


If theſe don't inherit by Nature, they inberit by 


Cuſtom ; and that's a Sand Nature, Nay, . 
WW! 
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cvill uphold it, continued Tom, Cuſtom is more 
than Nature, Nature can never diſplace Me- 
rit, but Cuſtom can. She can do more yet; ſhe, 
as before our Eyes, can ſow Merit upon barren 
Ground, and yet reap a full Crop. Not all 
Thiſtles, but Roſes, and -— Ay, what, ſaid I, 
Tom? — Blew-bollles, I think they call em, 
ſaid he. But, — Here I burſt out again. — 
Why ? ſays Tom, What do you laugh at? — 
You are in a tittering Humour now you're tir d.— 
At the fine Emblem of Merit you have culPd 
out. A Weed that grows in every Field. In 
good Faith, ſays Tom, I took the firſt that came 
into my Head; if a Man may conjeflure from 
ome of their Faces, they had never been taken, 
if not ſo miſtaken. 

We were now come to the ſtipulated Place, 
where we turn'd off, and went directly to 


Tom's Quarters. There I found an elegant 


Collation ready to be thrown away upon me; 


after which, and taking a Bottle or two of 


Burgundy, the Footman, by my Orders, 


call'd a Coach, and away went! for home. 


So ſoon as I got there, and had a little 
relaxed myſelf in my Elbow Chair, I pre- 
par'd for Bed, not at all apprehending but 
Repoſe would be as complaiſant as welcome; 
but I found myſelt miſtaken. A Footman 
learning to fiddle at the next Houſe, was 
practiſing, when, methought, 1 heard the 
fineſt Muſick that Ears could be entertained 
@with : I liſten'd a while, and was ſo 3 
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that I could not keep my Bed, but litterally 
made Truth of a poetical Fable. The Sound 
directed me to the Window, where, throwing 
up the Saſh, I was ſupriſed with a great Con- 
courſe of Monkeys, Apes and Baboons, all dan- 
Cing a Sclenger'sRouud, only three of the largeſt 
were dancing the Hay in the Middle. Won- 


derfully diverted I was, till a lazy Huſſey, 


as I after found, loth to take the Trouble 
of deſcending three Pair of Stairs, empty'd 
ſomewhat out of her Window, and threw 1t 
full in my Face. It immediately awak'd 
me, and Muſick and Morris-dancers, being 
much of a Model, vaniſh'd in an Inſtant, 
On rubbing my Eyes, I ſoon found how 
Matters had gon; ſo, without more ado, I 
pulPFd down the Saſh, and went to Bed again, 
where I ſlept the reſt of the Night without 
furher Moleſtation. 
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VISIoN XIII. 


The ABUsE OF CLUBS, eſpecially of 


ſuch as reckon themſelves VIRTUOSOS 
to countenance their Pretence. 


OUR greateit Sticklers for Clubs al- 
ways alledge, The Good of Society, or the 
Benefit of Converſation. On this Baſis they 
pretend to erect their Fabrick ; . but rarely, 
very rarely, ſhew Skill enough to make the 
Building anſwerable to the Model. But ſure 
a Club that carries the Title of Connoifſeurs, 
can never run into any like fundamental Er- 
ror ; for, a Connoiſſeur, according to the mo- 
dern Acceptation (and the Word is but mo- 
dern even among the French, who claim ics 
Original) implies a Perſon curious in any Art 


or Science, and ready to puſh on the Improve- 


ment of all. Our Royal Saciety were all Con- 
noiſſcurs in Intention, and ſome few of 'em 
have anſwer'd the Intention by Practice; at 
leaſt fo far as Intellects allow'd, and it would 
not be the Part of any Connoiſſeur to ex 

more. But to leave French Nicknames to 
thoſe that like *em, and therefore to come 
back to our Club. And firſt let us examine 


I how 
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how they anſwer the two great Poſtulatuns 
of their Eſtabliſhment ; and next, if they any 
way come up to their fanciful Title. Society, 
it is true, is not confin'd to Number; large 
or ſmall, it may ſtill remain a Society; ma- 
ny or few does neither make or mar it as to 
its Exiſtence; but it is ſo neceſſary to the 
Eſſence that we take in the firſt Part of the 
Propoſition, that it be for the Good of Society, 
q that the very Word remains a meer Term, 
4 and no more, without it. Unlefs this be al- 
: low'd, how will you diſtinguiſh between 4 
7 Society of Cut-purſes and a Society of Connoiſſeurs ? 
The Term is the ſame; but the Defign 
makes the Difference: For which Reaſon, 
in my Opinion, nothing ſhould be allow'd 
the Name of a Society that carries not along 
with it ſomewhat tending to publick Good, 
The ſecond is but an Emanation or Conſe- 
quence of the firſt ; for it it be for the Benefit 
of Converſation, and that Converſation be 
Galy regulated, it will, in fome meafure or 
other, anſwer a publick Benefit. 
| It is time now that I addreſs myſelf to my 
4 Club of Connoiſſeurs, who, tho' few in Number, 
are a Society, and muſt remain ſuch, if their 
| Deviations do not diſſolve em. But their 
Meetings, like the Miſteries of Ceres, are not 
to be pry*d into by the Eyes of any but thoſe 
of their own Members. How then ſhall we 
| arrive to the Knowledge, that their Practice 
4 anſwers the Ends of their Pretences. Ex pede 
Her- 
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Hercule is the Rule the Poet has fet. And 
the Marometans, who hold themſelves to be 
prodigious Artiſts at Phiſiognomy, pretend to 
tell you the Inclinations of the Heart, by the 
Features of the Face; but if the Actions are 
a ſurer Card to ſteer by, we who are not fo 
ſkilful in Phiſiognomy had beſt make uſe of 
thoſe. 

In the firſt Place then, let us draw a ſhort 
Sketch of their Characters; which will pre- 
pare us for the other. A Gentleman of an 
acquir'd Eſtate, ſome Learning, and conſtant 
Reading; but tho* Maſter of a valuable Li- 
brary, never yet could meet with any Books 
that could inculcate into his Perecranium any 
Notion of Religion. All this you will think 
2 Paradox, till I tell you, in his Favour, that 
his Search that way, has been no ways ardent, 
as fearful ro meet with ſomewhat in it that 
may oppugn ſome former Practices which 
may make his Mind a little more than uneaſy. 
A Follower of Vitruvius, tho? out of Danger of 
treading on either his Heels or his Toes, who 
is yet ſo much a Maſter of his Science, that 
he would rather chooſe to build ten Churches, 
than hear a Sermon in one; for with him the 
Steeple and Porch are the moſt ornamental 
Parts of the Fabrick. A Diſciple of Titan, 
who, even in very advanc'd Years, had rather 
draw the Picture of a naked Woman, than 
our Saviour on the Crofs; for, as he has no 
Hopes of being __ by the one, he does not 
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apprehend being damn'd by the other; and 
tho' he never look'd into either, prefers the 
Old Teſtament to the New, becauſe that al- 
low'd of Fornication ; but this gives no Tolera- 
tion to any Sort of Adultery, as he has been 
inform'd by many of his Acquaintance. An 
Imitator of the Rhodian, who, tho? he never 
chiſſePd out a Coigſſus, has made a Coloſſus of a 
Woman; and be-perriwigg'd an antient Doc- 
tor more beauiſhly, than any Baſiſh Viſiter 
of a Birth Night; but keeps Company. with 
ſuch as he calls Men of Senſe, that thoſe who 
know him not, may judge as favourably of 

him. An — 
But why ſhould I waſte Time on more ? 
where all are of a Piece, a Man cannot be 
empted to be particular by either Variety or 
Pleaſure. The Landſkip, like that on Salis- 
bury Plain, may promiſe much, but you 
deſcend one Hill to riſe up another, under the 
ſame Expectation to the laſt. The Hour ap- 
inted, therefore, being come, I ſhall, 
without further Circumlocution or Ceremony, 
repair to the Club, in order to ſhew that their 
Actions are no way diſcrepant to their Mo- 
rals; tho? both run Counter to their Preten- 
ces. Hic labor, hoc ou, -I have it. 1thuriel has 
ſent me his Wand; and now, unſcen, I ſee and 
hear. They are Gentlemen, by Curtely at 
leaſt, but the Man of Figure is firſt, and 
therefore it is but fit he open. The Topick 
next his Tooth (an intermediate State , 
18 
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his Heart and his Lips) was an Argument 


againſt a ſuture Judgment; and well might 


he argue againſt that which he dreaded in this 
World more than the other; which makes 
me ſometimes apt to think that moſt of that Set 
of Scioliſts quarrel at the Word, not the Thing, 
as implying ſomewhat like my original Title, 


a turning Men inſide-out, in order to expoſe 
their ſecret Vices, and horrid Enormiries. *© 
Which way he took the Word I ſhall not 


take upon me to ſay; but which way ſoever 
it was, the Fabrick propos'd was Infidelity. 
And however he was prov'd to cut a Fi- 
gure here, his great Wiſdom rather choſe a 
poor Aſylum among his Cattle, than run any 
Riſque, as he thought, hereafter. At that 
Day, which, alas! whatever he flatters him- 
ſelf, muſt come, had he not better, like a 
wiſe Man, burn his fine Library, and order 
the Aſhes to be put in an Urn with his own, 
that he may take care they do not riſe in Judg- 
ment againſt him. 

Judgment, ſays Vitruvins the ſecond, - What 
an Oddity you bave ſtarted ? I bave ſpent my 
Hours to ſpecial Purpoſe, and been all my Life at 
a delicate Labour in vain to ſecure Eternity by 
Labours, if it were to be found without it. For 
my Part, I deſire to be try'd by the Fudges of the 
Land; I know of no other, neither will I cbooſe 
any other : And if my Morality will not ſave me, 
my good Works muſt. They may cry, perbaps, 
Jam paid for thoſe already. Be ut ſo, TJ give 
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'em my Acquittance, provided they will acquit me 
of being puniſbd for what I have been paid for. 
Why do they talk ſo much of Religion * Is Man- 
kind only to have the worſt Part it? I have 
wmdeed had fome of the Good, and 1 deſire no 
more, if they would let me be quiet. 

Upon this, up ſtarts little Titian. 1wifh, ſays 
he, you" d pr the Glaſs about ; Pm ſure while that 
fands, Converſation muſt ſleeps, and whatever we 
Frelend, the Good of Society muſt ſtarve at Ibis 


rate, before it will be in any Danger of drowning. 


They tell us St. Luke was a Painter; but I 
much queſt ion the Tradition; for tho" I never 
dook'd into bis M orts, thoſe, co have, tell me 
#bere is not one Word of it in bis Text. We keep 
Bis Day, its true, but that is meerly the Conſe- 
quence of Cuſtom , which, in my humble Opi- 
nion, is the only and beſt Authority Men can 
fiead in Favour of any, or, all the Religions now 
in being. 

Come, Ill pledge you, ſays the Rhogian : You 
#8tk againſt Talters and out-talk yourſelf. What, 
1 <ronder, have we to do with what nothing con- 
cerus us? Converſation like that can never be for 
the Good of Society. I wifh they were all to be 
excluded who pra'e unintelligibly, or of unintelli- 
gihie Matters. This pathetick Speech was 
receiv'd with general Applauſe ; upon which 
the Cups went round till they ſeparated. 

Now I would thank any conſiderate Perſon / 
to point out to me in what Reſpect, or upon 
what Account, a Converſation like this can ” 
| term” 
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term'd, with any fort of Reaſon, for the Good of 
Society, or for the Benefit of any Man living. I 
have put it under the moſt modeſt Attire; for 
I am very well afſur'd that our Connoiſſeurs, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, make their Approaches much 
nearer to Outrage, But if this will not make 
em wiſer, I am ſenſible groſſer Expoſures 
never will, J can readily agree that, in mixt 
Companies, *all — 2 upon religious 
Matters had better be let alone, than enter'd 
upon in a frothy ludicrous Manner. But 
neither will that anſwer their great Ends. 
Their Care is to cultivate for their Maſter the 
Devil, or at leaſt to ſee that he may hold his 
Ground. Should they permit a Subject of 
that Nature to be debated ſeriouſly, they are 
apprehenſive that ſomething or other might 
drop that would cer the boldeſt, and 
= unharneſs their Novitiates. If their Re- 
earches were worthy Men, endu'd with human 
Reaſon, tending to the Improvement of any 
Part of natural Philoſophy, or even of their 
own commendible Arts and Sctences, where 
is the Man that would oppoſe ? Call 'em Con- 
noiſſeurs, Vertugſos, or what you pleaſe, fo 
long as they were employ'd upon Subjects 
commendable and improving, without ſtep- 
ping out of their way to vent an idle Gall ; 
fure I am, no Man, that has the leaſt Senfe of 
Religion, would think it worth his while to 
turn on one Side to diſturb em. But where 
lies the Part of a Gentleman in laying that un- 
I 4 der 
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der his little Infult, that has no-body preſent to 
defend it; and which, if he had, you will 
never fail to find 'em ſtupidly ſilent for their 
own Honour and Safety. It muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd then, that it is out of a Dearth of Ar- 
gument, that as often as they meet, they 
take upon *em the Liberty of pratling. True 
Sons of their Mothers; they affect to hear 
their Tongues without Interruption or Oppo- 
ſition. And this is what they Nickname The 
Benefit of Converſation, and Good of Society, 
and there I reſolve to leave *em : For being 
really weary, I want to go to my. Repole. 

I had lay'd myſelf down under this nece{- 
ſary Reſolution, and my Eyes, ſeemingly to 
me, were ſcarce full clos'd, when I found 
myſelf juſt at the Entrance of a fine Glade, in 
the Middle of a cloſe, well-cover'd Wood. 
At the upper End lay a Perſon of a moſt en- 
gaping Alpect, ſurrounded with many of 
both Sexes. An Air of chearful Sweetneſs 
play'd in every one of her Features; but 
ſomewhat of a little Bizarre, as if it had the 
Product of an over- fearful Care, employ'd the 
Faces of all about her. I had ſtood gazing 
a pretty while, wondring what ſhould be the 
Meaning; when, at laſt, with a moſt affecting 
Accent, addreſſing herſelf to the Company, 
ſhe ſaid ; Would you endeavour to perſuade me 10 
diſtruſt the Promiſes of Eternal Providence 
Has not that declar'd, that the Gates of Hell ſhall 
never prevail againſt me? And have we not ſeen 

| | # 
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it hitherto verify d by ten thouſand various and 


amazing Inſtances ? Why then ſhould T make myſelf 


that flexible Being that my Enemies fo painfully la- 
bour to repreſent ne? A Truſt already anſwer'd 
will engage the Grateful to perjevere : And perſevere 
{ will, let my Enemies do their utmoſt. 

She had utter*d the laſt Words but a very 
few Moments, when, out of the Sides of the 
Glade from the Wood, iſſu'd a large Shoal of 
Vipers. They made directly up to her, and 
thoſe about her, by the ſudden Alteration of 
their Countenances, were, as I thought, pre- 
paring to quit the Place. For my Part, I 
confeſs, my Heart was fo near my Mouth, 
thar, had not ſhe rais'd her Head and ſpoke 
again, 1 queſtion much whether I could have 
been reſponſible for my own Courage. But, 
Stand ſill, ſhe cry'd; if you are afraid of theſe, 
I muſt really pity and bluſh for you. Theje are 
the weakeſt of all my Encmies. They are the 
Infidels of the WWirid ; who, becauſe they have no 
Arguments to maintain their cwn Opinions, 


world fain deprive the wiſer Part of Mankind of 


theirs. Aud when you lde prov'd ail their 
dyſtem (if it is worth the Name) a meer Com- 
pound of Nenjenſe and Folly, vindicate all the 


paſt, by committing greater. What an Altſirdity 


di they make their ſilly Aſylum ? Annibilalian? 


Te very Soliciſm in Nauure. Let 'em firſt 
prove the Malerialily of an Immaterial Being, 
and it will be full time enough then to reque 
them te aunibilale Matier : But is not their 
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Togick of a Stamp with their Divinity? Let us 
bear; I have committed many Actions far un- 
worthy of a rational Being; but if I can eſcape 
Pumſhment here, I ſet at Defiance what can 
come hereafter. But ast him how ſo ? Be- 
cauſe, anſwers the two-legg*d Brute, I ſhall dye 
like the Beaſts, and, like them, moulder away and 


periſh. But ast em again, who told em jo ? or 


#ohat Arguments for it they can produce from 
Reaſon ? They anſwer you with Silence, or an 
Alſurance far leſs to be vindicated. But your 
Aſſurance, continu'd ſhe, directing herſelf to 
her Company, ts better, much better founded: 
Not only Hope has given you aProfpeft, but Faith 
has given you Poſſeſſion, Let the Infidel then, 
anexvyd, pay Court to his Diſpair, and fink 
into his Grave by mouldring there to meet it. 
Upon faying which, ſhe wav'd a Wand that 
ſhe had in her Hand, and down went the 
Hiſſers with their forked Tongues to prove 
the Experiment, which moſt became a wiſe 
Man, to Hope or to Diſpair, even tho' Faith 
ſtood neuter. 

Their Room was ſupply'd by a Parcel of 
Creatures uglier to the Sight, but ſo famili- 
ariz'd by Cuſtom, that not one offer'd to ſtir 
a Foot any further than juſt to get out of their 
way. They crok'd like very Toads, and, in 
all Appearance, were ſuch. With a ſcornful 
Look, bee, ſays ſhe, are thoſe that believe 
without Faith, and have ſuch a ſtrong Opinion of 
their own Merit (a Whip-cream Sillibub of their 
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own making) that they deſpiſe the Mercy and 

Merit of Divinity itſelf. The beſt & it is, all 

their Poiſon lies within themſelves, and therefore 

they are in no great Danger of hurling many be- 

fides. Get you down to the Place allotted, and 

there wait till the Perſon you have deſpiſed ſends 
u a Summons to his Judgment Seat. 

After they were all ſwallow'd up, an 
Sort of Noiſe ſtruck my Ears that I could not 
tell at firſt what to make of it. At laſt out 
crawl'd a Number of hideous Creatures, each 
eight or nine Feet long, and till making 
the ſame Noiſe at every Motion. Theſe, 
thought I with myſelt, mult be Rattle ſnakes ; 
I pity the poor Lady with all my Soul ; for 
they are an infernal Troop. . She at the ſame 
Time caſt her Eyes on me, and, as if ſhe 
knew my very Soul, with a Countenance full 
of Indignation and Diſdain, directed her Speech 
to their Leader, who ſcem'd to have ſome- 
what on his Head to diſtinguiſn him. My, 
lays ſhe, will you continue to make this raiiling 
Noiſe ? Wil you plead Antiquity upon me? Can 
theInfant be older than ſhe that gave him Birth ? 
Age indeed is honourable, if Honour be pre- 
fery'd; but where's the Honour of a Mind un- 
fable and fickle as the Winds. Why are all tboſe 
Patches of new Stuff upon old Garments ? De 
they adorn? No! us all Miſtake; they diſpuiſe, 
Look on my Veſtments ; are they not the ſame they 
were at firſt * For where could 1 change for bet- 
ter * Paich-work is my Aver ſion; my * 
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Coat was without Seam. Ceaſe to reproach 
others with Novelty, till you have lay d aſide all 
our own; and when you have put yourſelves in 
a Capacity of pleading that Antiquity you make 


Juch a Houriſb with, it will be time enough to 


reproach others for flicking cloſe to my Preſcrip- 
tions, and deſpiſing the Novelties of yours, At 
this glorious Speech they all rais'd their 
Heads, ſhew'd their Teeth and Tongues, 
and ſet up a monſtrous Rattle, as if ready to 
make the Onſet. My Heart was grievouſly 
alarm'd z but the Lady, with all the Uncon- 
cern in the World, wav'd her Wand with a 
Smile, and ſent *em down to conſider what 
ſhe had ſaid. | 

Nay, then, thought 1 with myſelf, the 
worſt is over. Nothing ſure can hurt her that 
has Power to conquer ſuch Variety of Ene- 
mies. But the Thought had hardly Birth, 
when came running a Multitude of Lizards, 
and Eſts. My Mind was not much diſturb'd 
at their Appearance : For, methought, I rather 
deſpis'd than fear'd thoſe. But the Lady 
ſcem'd to have a different Opinion of Mat- 
ters: For ſhe would not let 'em come near 
her. Keep off, ſhe cry'd, 1 bate Falſbocd and 
Fiypocriſy even in a Friend, Judas betray'd his 
Maſter with a Kijs, as you would me with a 
Grogn and a Sneer. You rail at Power becauſe 
you want it. And yet, whenever you have got 
1, you never fail to abuſe it. Decency and Order 
you Hale, becauſe jour Heads never are in Order 


enough 
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enough to underſtand it: And your Pride ex- 
ceeds that of Lucifer; for tho* be aim'd, as an 
Angel, io make himſelf equal to his Maker, you, 
tha meer earthy Matter, preſume to approach 
him with leſs Ceremony than you would the Clerk 
of your Congregation, and diſpute Points with 
him as if be was your Servant, One of them, 
methought, lifted up his Head as if he had a 
Mind to enter into Argument. Begone, ſaid 
ſhe, Reaſen never could convince you. Your 
Conſciences were always truly ſcrupulous againſt 
all ber Diftates. Upon which ſhe wav'd her | 
Wand, and they went with the reſt. 4 
The whole Attendance, methought, were 1 
raiſing themſelves to congratulate her Victo- 
ries, when, with a profound Sigh, No, ſa id 
ſhe, you miſtake, the worſt of all my Enemies are 4 
ſtill behind. Enter, enter, ſhe cry'd aloud. ; 
Shew yourſelves, and boaſt in the Wounds you 
have given your Mother. The Promiſe was, the 
Gates of Hell ſhould not prevail; but you, my 
Sons, have join'd with Hell to make the Promiſe 
null. Where is all that Piety your great Fore- 
fathers taught you? Where that Humility and 
unſpolted Converſation they ſet you ſuch Examples 
of * Did your bleſt Leaders, Cranmer, Ridley, 
and Latimer, for this die Martyrs ? Are Irre- 
gularity, Pride, and Ambition, the Documents 
they left jou? Could ever the worſt of all their 
many Enemies blemiſh their Lives and Converſa- 
lion? Did ever all, or any one of em, to ſhew 
their Adberence Io the Church, betray it? Well 


for 
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for me is it, that there are 925 a few that have 


not yet bow'd their Knees to Baal. A few in the 
Almighty's Hands is ſufficient. Or, when be will, 
he can enlarge the Number. As for you, y have 
done the worſt ; yhave join'd with Hell and its 
nefarious Emiſſaries to overthrow me z folloxw, 
therefore, your Leaders and Aſſociates, for I diſ- 
own you. She fpoke all this, methought, 
with ſuch a Mixture of Compaſſion and Re- 
gret, as ſeem'd as if ſhe could have wiſh'd 
t'have ſaid quite otherwiſe. However, on the 
waving of her Wand, they compullively 
obey'd. | 

They had no ſooner diſappear'd, but up 
roſe the whole Aſſembly, and joining in a 
Hymn of Triumph, were join'd again by 
Voices in the Air too raviſhing to be ex- 
preſs*d. I could have wiſh'd with all my Soul 
to have made one of the Choir; but, as wil- 
ling as I was, I found myſelf utterly uncapa- 
ble. While the Hymn laſted, a bright Cloud 
deſcending, received them all, and carry'd 
them out of Sight. I was fo ſtruck to the 
Heart at being left alone, that the very Agony 
of Vexation wak'd me. 
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Se eee 
VISION XIV. 


Of the USE of MEDICINE, and 
ſome Account of the ABUSE, and 
Propoſals for a REGULATION. 


HYSICK, like many other Sciences, 
has receiv'd its deepeſt and moſt dan- 
gerous Wounds from its own Members, 1 
do not here make uſe of the Word in its 
moſt extenſive Acceptation, but merely as 
it relates to Medicine, and fo my Title wit- 
nefles. No Man of any Reading can quel- 
tion its Antiquity, and, I heartily wiſh, there 
was as little Reafon to queſtion the Legiti- 
macy of many of its Members. But while 
an affected, ſtiff, ſupercilious Air, a Hat 
unſupported at the Sides, and not much bet- 
ter in the Middle; a Cane prettily accom- 
modated with a gilt Head, and always at 
his Mouth when he walks, the Whole fer 
off with a folemn Mood, like a Mourner 
at a Funeral; I ſay, while theſe are the 
Characteriſticks of a young Adminiſtrator in 
Medicine, their Seniors need not wonder, 
that Phyſick itſelf is become ſomewhat of 

a Game- ſtock. 
But 
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But there is another Reaſon which will be 
better explained by a merry Story. Being 
at a Coftee-houſe not long ſince, where, 


on what Occaſion I know not, a Number of 


Phyſicians, young and old, were got toge- 
ther; they were jocoſe, and playing upon 
one another, til] one of em went a little too 
cloſe, and queſtion'd the Qualification of 
his next Neighbour. The Man had not Pa- 
tience to put up the Affront, but, in his own 
Vindication, Jugs out his Credentials. They 
happen'd to be ſign'd by a Right Reverend 
Doctor (not of the College of Warwick-Lane) 
ſeeing which, ſays the Queriſt, A Riſbop! A 
Biſhop ! What, I wonder, had be io do to make 
a Doctor for the Body? I ſuppoſe it muſt be 
by Virtue of ſome Anti- Power that be bad re- 
ceiv'd; and, inſtead of laying his Hand on your 
Head, he laid bis Stzff over your Shoulders. 
The Company burſt out into a loud Laughter ; 
and well was it that the reverential Dyplomiſt 
was a Man of a peaceable Diſpoſition and ſlunk 
out of the Room, or the two Doctors might 


have made Work for the Surgeon. 


But what, in my humble Opinion, admt- 
niſters as much as any thing to their Un- 
value, 1s the great Confidence they repoſe 1n 
Apothecaries, who very often reward that 
Confidence by turning thenielves into Doctors. 
Whether qualify'd for the Truſt, or the Charge, 
is not my Buſineſs at preſent. All I aim at 
is to ſhew that their Prentices are ſo igno- 
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rant, or careleſs, or both, that many fatal 
Accidents have attended from their Miſtake 
of one Thing for another. which has not a 
little contributed to the wrong Fame of 
Phyſick. But this is ſo eaſily remedy'd, 
that, a Remedy has not been hit on, I mult 
needs think it is for want of thinking. 

Yet dare I ſay, it was from none of theſe 
that Sir Thomas Brown introduces his Reli- 
gio Medici with a Non obſtante. He had a 
Value for Phy/ick, no Man more; and, as I 
have been told by thoſe who knew him, a 
tolerable Notion of it, conſidering what Ex- 
curſions he made in other Parts of Litera- 
ture, nothing relating to that Study. It muſt 
proceed then from the Subject he was hand- 
ling, the Religion of a Phykiiw. That is to 
demonſtrate that, contrary to the common 
Notion that had at that time obtained, a 
Phyſician was not without a little. This is 
a Sort of Dig reſſion; but as I am upon it, 
I hope I ſhall be excus'd if I hunch out a little 
from the Shore, ſince, in the End, it may be 
found to be of Service to the main Point. How 
he manages his Point is here out of the Queſ- 
tion : He has prov'd Phylicians might have 
Religion, tho' I am ſorry to fay, that I have 
know ſome that have none. But, on'the other 
Side, let me do equitable Juſtice, and aver, 
that I know more who have, and a full Share 
too. Thoſe who were deficient, tho' they 


pretended to Books and Learning, I always 


tound 


—— — 


? 
1 
j 
uy 
l 
d 


186 The WORLD turn'd 


found em, as my Lord Verulam ſays, mere 
Dippers into Philoſophy ; who, like Swallows, 
Skin the Surface of the Water for Flies, but 
never trouble themſelves to feek after Things of 
more ſolid Subſtance. Their Genius wwas an- 
fewerable to their Capacity, and their Avarice 
fo complaiſant to their Underſtanding, or their 
Underſtanding io that, that preſent Lucre and 
Profit would not allow em Leiſure to trouble 
their Heads with Futurity, A wiſe Reſult, 
conſidering their Inclinations; but, I dare ſay, 
nothing like it of their Underſtandings. 

But to return ſomewhat back to our Sub- 
ject. And I would offer here, That Man in 
general, as in moſt other Things, loves a 
Latitude in Phyfck. Talk to him of Speci- 
ficks, you talk all in Clouds. He will tell 
you, we are the Children of Nature, and 
he humbly ſuppoſes her not ſo niggardly a 
Mother, or ſo unprovident to leave her Off- 
ſpring unprovided of Specificks out of her 
own Laboratory, ſufficient for all Diſtempers 
we, in this Climate, are liable to, and equal 
in Goodneſs, tho' not in the Price, to any 
imported from foreign Parts. If you ſhould 
boaſt their Cortex, Ipococuana, or a few 
others, he will be apt to tell you, Before 
they were introduced, our Fore-fathers made 
De of ſomewhat, which, if you would take the 
Pains. to look for, you would find as good 
Specificks (tho? of native Growth) and adapied 
more to our Diſtempers than all your _— 
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How much of Truth there may be in the 
Thing, I muſt leave to the Learned of the 
College; tho', I am apt to believe, none of 
the truly-learn'd of that great Body will 
deny, that there is a good deal] of Reaſon in 
the Thing. For my Part, tho“ I always 
have at Heart my friendly Doctor's Advice 
(and wholeſome Advice it was) 10 take as li- 
ile Phyſick as 1 can (confining myſelf io a Pair 
ef Specificks, confirmd to me by Experience) 
Yet, it it ſhould pleaſe Providence to viſit 
me with a Fit of Sickneſs, I ſhould quit 
my own Specificks, and readily put myſelf 
under the Phyſician's Regimen, out of a 
Senſe that I was at the Fountain Head. Yer 
would it not ſtifle my Compaſſion for thoſe, 
who being far diſtant, are ſo badly ſerved with 
unſpecifick Drugs, and Medicines, that have 
loſt every Bit of the Virtue, that ſhouldentitle 
them to the Name; and which is worſt of 
all, with Doctors and Apothecaries (if not 
both in one) worſe than either Drugs or 
Medicines; can it be uncharitable, 1 ſay, 
to with, for their Sakes, that Tradition had 
delivered down, to a Set of good old Wo- 
men, the Uſe and Nature of Herbs and 
Vegetables ? 1 dare aver, the Pariſh Books 
would have been never the fuller for it, 
nor the Doctors neither. 

| muſt believe too, that Phyſict owes a 
great deal of its Diſreputation to thoſe Hand- 
maids of her's, the Apothecaries. 6 
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with their loading of Families to make up 
a Number of tems, that may make a Bill 
look prettily to the Eyes, as they term it ; 
and what by their attempting to commence 
Doctors, before they were fit for Apothe- 
caries; and trying Experiments upon their 
Patients till they have render'd 'em paſt the 
Cure of the whole College; it cannot be do- 
ny'd, but they have done a ſignal Piece ot 
Back- ſervice to the Faculty. Yet it muſt 
be granted, that thoſe have acted much more 
within their proper Sphere, who, when the Giz- 
ſhops were put down by Act of Parliament, 
turned their own Shops to that Service, un- 
der the Pretence of adminiſtring it to poor 
Patients for Chollick-water. It is ſtill Phyſict, 
you ſee; tho? inſtead of a Cordial to the Patient, 
it prov'd a Purge to the Doctor. Neverthe- 
leſs, it was ſtill the old Road of miſtaking 
one Thing for another; and pity it is they 
do not themſelves reap the Benefit of all their 
Miſtakes. 

But Apothecaries were certainly an illegi- 
timate Spawn of the Lawyers. True, fas & 
Netas, Men at firſt, but as ſoon as got into 
Buſineſs, all fair Practitioners to a Man. 
And yet they pretend to be elder Brothers 
of the Surgeons 3 but the Surgeons have 
been even with *em in taking their own 
Trades out of their Hands, and acting in a 
Capacity more than they. On the whole 
Matter, I ſhould think, that all 9 
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tier might make a compleat Phy ſician: 
For, I am apt to believe, that I ſhall not 
want the Sentiments of the College along 
with me in this, That no Man ought to be 
reckoned a compleat Phyſician, that 1s not 
2 thorough Maſter of Anatomy and Botany. 
Without the firſt, he will be often at a Loſs 
to form a Judgment, in order to preſcribe 
right; and by the powerful Aſſiſtance of the 
other, he will be able to make even his 
Specificks ſhine brighter. I have, in my 
Time, known ſome (and of the College too, 
and, if I miſtake not, Cenſors) who, for want 
of theſe Aſſiſtants, have grievouſly miſtaken 
their Patients Diſtempers, and kept *em ter- 
ribly lingring, by Piece- meal, when their or- 
dinary Way would have diſpatched him at 
once: But, as they were Men that allowed 
neither Hope nor Fear, perhaps they might 
lay in Excuſe, Ezrly or late it was all one: 
For which Reaion I ſhall always ſay, Deliver 


e honeſt Man from hopeleſs Doctors. 


Tom Plainwright is juſt now come in, and, 


according to his free and friendly Way, has 
catch'd up the Paper, and has read it over. 
Without asking his Opinion, he tells me, I 
q have been guilty of one grievous Omiſ/ion, and 


that is, the exorbitant Fees of every ane, both Doc- 
tors, Apothecaries, and Surgeons, I made An- 
ſwer, That I hap'd he was a Man of more 
Conſcience than to expe? Good and Bad at the 
ſame Price. I you will have a Monument, you 
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ought 40 pay for it: But if a Broom-ſftaff will 
do, I was of Opinion, the leaſt would be too much, 
And how will you diſtinguiſh em! ſays Tom, 
Are not they all Doctors? If you refer me to 
publick Fame, I ſhall be in a worſe Condition 
than before, and, perhaps, take a Mountebank 
for my Phyſician. But Þll tell you bow Y d have 
it, continued he; it is no Sin to follow our 
Neighbours in what is good. In Holland the 
Price is ſettled, and where have you better? 
Are they not ſought to, nay, viſited by our No- 
bility 4 Geniry? There is no Account to be 
given, ſaid I, interrupting him, of Men's Hu- 
mours and Diſvof tions. I have known crab 
People run after a Burgels, or a Cruſo, when 
a Moſs, or a It — has preach'd twenty Doors 
on the hither Side em. Opinion, tho" the com- 
mon Guide, is a very uncerlain one. Becauſe a 
Farrier recover'd bis Maſter with a Drench be 
had often given his Horſes, and that too when 
bis Phyſicians had given bim over; would you 
cro/s the Seas to Barbadoes to conſult his Wor- 
ſhip © Conſtitution and Climate muſt be firſt con- 
fider'd : For, the Contraries have wrought Cures 
in ſome, he would certainly act lite a Madman 
that preſcribed ſuch. Lapland Doctors may cure 
Lapland Diſtempers; and why an Englith 
Doctor foould not beſt judge of an Engliſh Con. 
ftitution in an Engliſh Climate, F defire at 
your Leiſure you will give me a Reaſon. 
Prythee, dont put yourſelf in a Paſſion, ſays 
Tom ; As io the Prefident of the W 
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of their Fees, the Inſtance may be good, however 
you may diſlike their Perſons. I ſay, Phyſick 
is grown @ Burden next, if not equal, to the 
Law. A poor Woman can't ſend to @ good 
Doctor, becauſe ſhe can't find Money enowgh ; 
and if ſbe falls ito the Hands of a bad one, 
ſhe had better have dy d before- hand. Did you 
ever know any of em viſit Elemoſinarily ? 
That have 1, ſaid I; and repeat his Viſits too. 
Make much of the Swallow then, ſaid Tom, tho? 
it bodes no Summer, nor will it take off one Jot 
of my Poſtulatum. Du run down, a Parcel 
of you, continues Tom, your Quacts and Moun- 
tebanks. 1 jay they are the greateſs Doctors in 
the Nation. That will be, Rid I, a Paradox, 
indeed, when made out. No, Phyſicians are the 
greateſt Doctors, that is your Noſtrum as J 
take it. Now for the Proof, He that denying 
his own Eaſe, travels about doing Good, ſays 
Tom, and makes that Cure for a Shilling, which 
another would have a Guinea for, deſerves En- 
couragement. Let me turn it a lille, ſaid I, 
nearer the Truth, and I fhall agree with you : 
As thus ;, He tha! travels about to do more Harm 
than Good, and takes a Shilling for, perhaps, 
doing neither, ſhould, by my Conſent, be ſent to 
the Houſe of Corredtion. 7 could put you in a 
better Method; if you would hear it, I believe 
you would agree to it. Away with it then, ſays 
Tom; I am all over Ears, What, faid I, ff 
an Af of Parliament were to paſs, impomering 
the College to enliſt and detach half a —_— 

R- 


192 The WORLD turn d 


Apothecaries, and Apothecary-Surgeons, out of 
every Pariſh, as [tenerants over the Nations, 
to adminiſter to the Neceſſitous, at the Publick 
Charge ? I fancy much fewer would die at Home, 
whatever they did abroad; and if their Medi- 
cines they carry along with them, were to be ſu- 
perviſed, and put up, by Order of the College, I 
am apt to think more Good might be done Abroad 
than ever they did at Home? Ha! What 
think you, Mynheer ? 

Think? ſays Tom. Why, I like the Notion 
well-enough : But what then would become of the 
poor Rogues in the Country, Let *em come up, 
laid I, zo London, wet as they did at firſt, 
10 learn nothing, but to paſs their Examina- 
tion in Warwick-lane; and then to be ſent 
back among the Number of Itenerants. The 
Country will never miſs *em during their Pro- 
bation, becauſe they will leave old Women enough 
behind *em to take Care of their Neighbourhood. 
But there are Country Doctors too, ſaid Tom; 
how would you diſpoſe of them ? Sure they de- 
ferve a liltle of your Care. And they ould 
bave, laid I, more than ever they gave any r 
their Patients. I would have the Farriers 
take em under their Prolection, aud go Snacks ; 
one to have the Benefit of the Iron part, and the 
other of the Braſs. That is, one to ſhoe, and 
the other to drench : For the Brute Part ſtands 
more in need of Phyſicking than the Human in 
the Country. Healthful Diet, freſh Air, and 
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the Doctor or Apothecary be near to lend their 
helping Hand to introduce em. Well, ſays 
Tom, as Schemes go now-a-days, you may build 
your Bridge: So qwiſe a Head, at the Head of it, 
cannot fail of effefting Miracles. Ponder on 
it till I return. In the Interim, Peace be with 
you ; {muſt go And thus the Gentleman left 
me, as moſt of your State Projectors do, to 
digeſt a Whim of his own Head, that could 
hardly be {aid to have enter*'d into mine: 
And Pll follow grand Pattern, and order it 
to lie an the Table. 
If all the Whims in the Brain of Man were 
to have Labour thrown away upon them, 
what a wide Field would ſuch a Brain as 
Tom's afford Mankind ? Not that he often 
offers at weak Things; but is of ſo volatile 
a Spirit, that Thought can hardly keep Pace 
with his Fancy : For whick Reaſon his Judg- 
ment is too flow to manage halt his Concep- 
tions. Nevertheleſs, I cannot but in Juſtice 
agree to his Notion of the Extravagance of 
the Fees. An Apothecary wiil now charge 
more for his Attendance than a Doctor of 
Reputation would anciently have expected at 
twice. But the State of Pk is fo various 
all over the World, and the Prices {o diffe- 
rent, that it were next to an Impoſſibility to 
reduce *em to a Standard. In Spain and Por- 
tugal Cuſtom has fixed their Recompence at 
ſo low a Rate, that commonly, for want of a 
Mule, they are forc'd to mount the Afs, and 
. K 10 
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fo make the Jeſt of the whole City. But 
what is the Conſequence ? The mean Figure 
of the Artiſt diſparages the Art, and he is not 
often tent for but to the meaneſt of the Peo- 
ple. In Taly it is not much otherwiſe; for 
ever ſince the Aſs took his Degree at Padua, 
the Mountebank has got the Start of the 
Doctor. In France they are in prodigious Eſteem, 
and a Man muſt ceaſe to wonder then that 
they are ſo in England. Yet I muſt do Juſ- 
tice to my Countrymen, that they pretty well 
uſe their diſtinguiſhing Faculties, and it is 
not always that the Title creates Refpect, 
tho? it generally does Terror. 

But as Tom very well ſtarted, J know of 
no Country where they are ſo well regulated as m 
Holland. The Fee is ſeitled ; the Number of 
Viſits affixed, and in what Compaſs of Time; fo 
that the pooreſt People know, as well as the 
Rich, what they have to truſt io, and being all at 
a Rate,may pleaſe as well themſelves with the beſt 
as the worſt of the Faculty. I imagine that their 
Government finds the Benefit of it, and that 
their Subjects do not fall the faſter for it. 
But whether a like Regulation may ſuit with 
our Conſtitution (of which we may be fatit- 
fied our Governors are profoundly tenacious) 
{ muſt leave to the Learned as being out of 
my Sphere. | 

However, one Thing I will pardon myſelt 
for recommending to thoſe tearned Gentle- 
men, whether they be'Grz/arites, or of the 
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Society of Harwick-Lane,or Crane- Court, that 
before they fall foul on another Order 
for want of Regularity or Integrity, they would 
be pleas'd to regulate themſelves, for fear 
the preſent Buts of their Jeſt and Railery ſhould 
uſe the Phraſe of the Crab, I pre; ſequar. 
There are ſome of the Body they ſo fre- 
quently ridicule, are Men of Wit and more 
of Learning; if then, like great Doctors, and 
profeſs'd Drawcancers, they ſhould, in the 
Heat of their Liver, object to thoſe their 
deſpis'd Brethren, an Uncertainty of Faith, 
or the Dubiouſneſs of Immortality, I would 
intreat they would firft ſet about (which, I 
think, to them at leaſt, the more proper 
and natural Work) to prove the vaſt Cer- 
tainty of Phy/ick, and that its Adherents pro- 
ceed upon infallible Grounds and unerring . 
Principles. Till then that neceſſary Science 
muſt remain in its Station (which it never ad- 
vanc'd ſince Galen's Time) That Phyſick is at 
beſt but a happy Gueſs, and I wiſh, for the 
common Good, they may always gueſs right 
in that, and, perhaps, at the Long - run, it 
may lead them to gueſs right, and, on the 
fater Side, another Way, In the mean Time 
let me ask them, Would they be willing that 
Mankind foould entertain the ſame Notions of 
Phyſick that many of them entertain and coun- 
tenance of Retizion ? Ridicule it for its Myſte- 
ries and Uncertainty, and as they give to that 
the Nickname of Pricſtcraft, give to their own 
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the Name of Doctor- craft? and thence run non- 
ſenſical Rigs of an Hour long on Matters nothing 
4% the Purpoſe, and which, at beſt, is meer 
Buffoonry. 1 have been often tempted to enter 
upon this Argument and draw a Sort of a Pa- 
rallel. I am ſure the Cauſe would bear it; but I 
chooſe to reſerve myſelf to ſome other Occa- 
ſion. The Subject is too copious for a ſingle 
Sheet. Perſons, Papers, and Records muſtbe 
ſent for and conſulted ; in which Caſe I could 
point out one ſingle Doctor, whoſe Me- 
moirs would make a Volume ; which, tho? 
it might divert the World, I fancy it would 
prove little to the Diverſion of himſelf and 
his few Friends. 
| had juſt finiſhed this charitable Expoſ- 
tulation, when I found my Eyes on a ſudden 
ſeal'd up with Nature's Bird-lime, that it 
was impoſſible (for methought I try'd) to 
| get *em open. But ſeeing all my Efforts 
| in vain, I gave way to Neceſſity, when I 
found myſelf in an open Plain, out of 
which went two plain Ways, but ſo cloſe 
rogether at the Opening, that they almoſt 
ſeemed to join: Nevertheleſs, I could ob- 
1 {ſerve that, as far as my Eyes could carry þ 
4 me, they grew more diſtant ſrom one ano- 
1 ther the farther they ran into the Plain. The 
laireſt and broadeſt had ſtrong Hedges of 
Roſes and Jaſmine on each Side; the nar- 
row one had Hedges too, but they were 
of Briar, and ſuch- like Stuff, chat kept no 
manner 
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manner of Order. I could not ſee a Soul to 
enquire whether they led, till being ad- 
vanc'd to the very Mouth of their Entries, 
I obſerv'd, at his full Length, under a 
large Lentiſk-tree, that grew between both, 
a poor Wretch, bemoaning his Lameneſs 
that would not permit him to get forward. 
Why prythee, Friend, ſaid I, where 1s it thou 
wouldſt go? Where do theſe Ways lead ? Marry, 
I know not, reply'd the poor old Man; but 
1 would willingly make Uſe of one or the other 
if I could, and not lie in this Faſhion complain- 
ing and pining. But doſt thou know nothing of 
either of the Ways? ſaid I. Flow long haſt 
thou lain in this Condition. Too long by all the 
Time, ſaid the Wretch 3 for, ibo a deal of 
Company has paſs*d by me into both Ways, not 
one has taken any Notice cf ine till you came. 
Ny? ſaid I, I am ready to aſſiſt thee, if you 
could give me any Directions which Way to 
chooſe. Marry, that would I not for all the 
Morld; for they tell me, one is a good Way, and 
ihe other a bad, and if I ſhould lead you wrong, 
1 fhould never forgive myſelf. But this I can 
tell you, continued he, the beſt Company goes 
that Way that is broadeſt, and merry and jolly 
Hollis they are. At this 1 ſhook my Head, 
perceiving which, he went on; Nay, marry, 
Jou need not ſhake your Head for the Matter, 
or there are a pow'r of grave People go that 
Way loo. I am jure 1 ſaw our Doctor that gave 
me Phylick, and, I believe be had more in his 
2 K 3 Com- 
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Company, for they had Hats as broad as his, 
and golden Canes too, Prythee, Friend, 
faid I, What Sort of Company haſt thou oh. 
ferved take the other Path? Ab very few, 
faid he, but they are all plain, and ſo intent 
pon what they are going about, that they ne- 
ver take Notice of any thing. Neither Fidling, 
Dancing, or Singing to divert them, unleſs it be 
fuch Sort of Songs as our Pariſh Clerk us'd to 
Ang. Come, let me help you up, ſaid I, and 
lan on me: This Way Ii late. Oh! Maſter, 
ſaid he, ate care what you do; for, I am told, 
there is a dreadful Precipice at the End of one 
of em: But which it is, in Truth 1 can- 
not tell, However, ſince you are ſo chart- 
table, Pll go along with' you, lead where you 
will, 
So ſoon as I had mounted him en his 
Legs, away we ſtalk*'d, for walk I could 
not call it. The Briars and Brambles, at 
entring, were very troubleſome, but, by that 
time we had advanc'd a pretty Way fur- 
ther, the Walk grew much eafier. With 
much Fatigue, Pain, and Labour, we at 
laſt reach*d a Pair of ruſty Iron Gates; and, 
tho* I knew not where I was, or whether 
going, 1 made bold to knock: When, on 
the other Side, appear'd a Perſon of a hale, 
fanguine Complexion, who demanded what IL 
wanted, I have affifted this poor lame Per- 
wn, faid I, who wanted to come hither. He 
bas lain, as he tells me, a great white _— 
The 
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the Mouth of the two Ways without any Help or 
Aſſiſtance, and, in Compaſſion to the poor 
Mreich — You have done well, ſays he, cut- 
ting me ſhort: Stay and Pl! call you a Guide. 
He had been gone * a Moment, methought, 
when he return'd with a lovely Matron of a 
graceful Mein, and ſo much Sweetneſs and 
Affability in her Countenance, as I never 
before beheld in one Perſon. Advancing up 
to me, Did you, ſays ſhe, aſiſt this poor 
Wretch in his Way hither ? which anſwering 
with a Bow, Come along, continued ſhe, 
u is my Duty io reward ſuch Actions. The 
poor Wretch, methought, found his Legs 
immediately, and we followed her moſt 
chearfully, She led us up to a Pair of larger 
Gares, all of Gold, which, on her N 
opening of themſelves, let us into a Place too 


full of Pleaſure for Deſcription. Yiew it 


well, ſays ſhe, and fix the Idea perfectiy in 
your Mind; for, as yet, you may not go far- 
ther. After I had, with Variety of Raptures 
and contending Paſſions, ſurvey'd a while all I 
could; This, ſays ſhe, for the preſent muſt ſuſſice. 
Go back, and tell your Huckſters in Wiſdom 
what you have ſeen. And ask theſe lame Lo- 
gictans, whether Caution had not been the ſurer 
Card? Where nothing is to be loft, and much 
gain'd; and where, on the other Side, nothing, 
by their own Confeſſion, is to be got but a beaſtial 
Nullity, can there be Room for Doubt, if Common 
Senſe could rule ? But, in order to qualify them 
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for any valuable Conſideration, adviſe *em, the 
firſt Thing they go about, to diveſt themſelves of 
#heir unmeaſurable Self-Conceit, and prevail on 
'em to imagine, for once, that other Men have 
bad Reaſon, as well as themfelves 5 with this 
Difference only, that they have allowed themſelves 
Tims to think, which thoſe Wiſeacres never do. 
Tell em, Satan has Emiſſaries enough without 
heir A¶iſtance. Let them no longer then ſquan- 
der away their precious Minutes in undervalu- 
tg nr ridiculing the Bleſſings of the Almighty, 
fince their Inconſideration will be attended with 
Shame and Infamy on Earth, and eternal Con- 
fuſion in an everlaſiing Futurity. She ſpoke 
all this with a moſt inſinuating Air on our 
Way back to the Iron Gate, which, when 
the Porter opened to let me out, every Vem 
of my Heart ſeem'd rack*d with Sorrow, and 
found myſelf under ſuch inſupportable A- 
gonies, that J could compare my Caſe to 
nothing more like, than Adam's Expulſion 
out of Paradice. Doubtleſs he was under 
no leſs Diſtractions than thoſe that wak'd me 
out of my Sleep, and robb'd me of my 
Dream, 
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Gnas 
VISION XV. 


Of TRUE and FALSE FAME. 


than a Coffee-houſe ? From Morn- 

ing till Night they are of publick Benefit. 
There the grave Cit, in his Morning-gown, 11 
while Jobn is opening Shop, foul or fair, 4 
trudges to ſmoke his Pipe, and aſter regale 
himfelf with a Diſh of what ſort of Liquid 
he likes beſt. In the Reign of King William, 
while the Comprehenſion was in Motion, 
Twiſt was the celebrated Liquor, and /ing/e 
Tea or Coffee was look'd upon as a Tenden- 
cy to Popery, it not Heatheniſm. But to 
fee how Times change: Infidehty, which is 
Heathenifm in Groteſque, has got ſuch Foot- 
ing ſince, that poor Twiſt has loſt the Field, 
and is almoſt baniſh'd the Society of the 
Sober. But let me go on, after this ſhort Epi- 
cedium, to the Memory of my old Friend, 
to enumerate ſome few more of the Bene. 
fits and Advantages of our Coffee-houſes. 
Scarce has the Morning Viſiter ſmok'd his 
Pipe, and pay'd his T wo-pence, when his 
Place is ſupply'd by the Man of Buſineſs, 
K 5 and 
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and that Chair,. or part of a Bench, which 
before had abounded in only News and Po- 
liticks, is now the Scene of Traffick and 
Trade. This Courſe continues till about Six, 
when the Politician Merchants reſume their 
Morning Roſtrum, and, by another Pipe, 
prepare for the Club. Where, after they 
have evaporated all their Jollity and Mirth 
over a Bottle, in order to go very ſoberly 
home, they call at their Morning Aſylum, and, 
over the — of a Diſh or two of plain 
Coffee, diſperſe the Fumes of the Wine, 
that Nature may find in Bed no Obſtacle to 
her nocturnal Refreſnment. This is the com- 
mon Round of Life in the City, and thoſe 
a few of the many Advantages of a Coffee- 
houſe. 
And yet there are other Conveniencies that: 
1 have net named, and one in particular, 
that in pure Gratitude ought to have been 
firſt at my Tonguc's End; which is, a civil. 
Reception of the Perſon whom a Show'r 
obliges to fly to Shelter, or any other unfor- 
runate Dependant whom a lazy Lord, or 
thoughtleſs Beau, obliges to attend many 
Hours beyond his own Appointment. In 
either of theſe Caſes, the Perſon need only 
call forthe Hiſtories of the Day, and, at Two- 
pence. Charge, ſolace himſelf till che Weather 
rows fair, or my Lord riſes and let's him know 
whether he thinks fit, at that Time, to be 


ſeen or no. It was to the firſt of thoſe that I 
ſtood 
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ſlood oblig'd for my Retreat, and where I 
found another uninnumerated Uſe, which, 
however, in my humble- Opinion, 1s not 
worthy to be mentioned with the leaft of 
the other. For to make a Room of Con- 
tention of a Place inſtituted for more paci- 
fick Ends, is to rob Billing ſgate of its Privi- 
leges, and its Tenants of Liberties, which 
they have aſſerted through immemorial 
Ages : But Things will not always happen 
as we would have 'em; and a Coffee-houſe 
is no more ſecure from Deviations than a 
Church. I ſpeak not this in the leaſt Dero- 
gation of one or the other, but only to (hew 
the Mutability of Places as well as Per- 
ſons, 

At the next Table fat a Perſon of ſome 
Gravity as well as Years, and another with 
him that ſeem'd not to have ſo much of 
either. They had diſcours'd, by what I 
could obſerve, for a pretty while as Friends, 
or at leaſt without any Sign of quarrelling ; 
when, on a ſudden, the Man of moſt Gra- 
vity riſes on-end, and, Sir, ſays he, you do”? 
treat me as becomes a Perſon of my Figure —— 
Figure, ſays the other ſcornfully — What Fi- 
gure, I pray? The Figure 7 a Round O ? 
Sir, ſays the firſt, you know am a Member 
of the Royal Society. And ſo am J, anſwers 
the Opponent, of be Royal Society of Free- 
Maſons f you talk of Figure, let me bear you 
name a Tithe of the Dukes, Lords and Great 

Men 
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Men, that I can call Brothers, and remember 
that F have been Maſter of a Lodge, and be 
| filent, The whole Company in the Coffee. 
Room, which was pretty numerous, had, by 
this Time, turn'd their Faces towards the 
two Diſputants; but I could not avoid ob- 
ſerving, that the Generality inclin'd in Fa- 
vour towards the Senior: Fer, ſays one of 
em, a ſolemn grave Fellow, and a Mercer, at 
leaft, by his Appearance, I hint, Mr. 5 
calling him by his Name, which J have for- 
got, 1s ireated very unhand/omely, and not like 
a Gentleman. I ſhould know as much of Quality 
es any Man: 1 believe 1 deal as much with 
them, and am more in ther Books, or they in 
mine. And what, 1 pray, if Duke or Lord, 
in a Gaiety of Heart, or Wantonneſs of Na- 
ture, condefcend to let docun himſelf. to the Cas 
gacity of a Mechanick, muſt it neceſſarily follow 
that the Mechanick. is, ipſo facto (for 1 under 
fand a little Latin) thereby to be uplifted a- 
beve his Superiors © I know that Fellow there, 
that brags of bis having been Maſter. of a 
Lodge, and know the Houſe where he has many 
«nd many a Time borrowed a Shirt to maks 
an Appearance in. A fine Figure he muſt have 
made, in the mean Time, if his Friend bad not 
been at Home, er if that Friend had not had 
more Shirts at waſhing than the Borrower. But 
Fate Reflections as much as 1 love that 
Men fheuld mind their proper Vocations. And 
yet I dare appeal to all Men of Senſe and Con- 
ſideration,, 
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ſideration, whether it had not been more io the 
Honour of his Brother, the Duke, and himſelf, 
to have lay'd out the two Guineas be waſted in 
playing the Jack-pudding, in Dowlaſs Shirt- 
ing, than to have vampt, in a publick Coffee- 
houſe, that he had been a bare 4, 
Maſter of a Lodge. The Company gave 
their general Aſſent in a Buz and a Laugh; 
but the Opponent was ſtruck ſo to the Heart 
with the Truth, and the Keenneſs of the Satire, 
that, inſtead of proſecuting his Spleen upon 
his Adverſary, like an old Stager, he, by 
mild Menaces, endeavour'd to mollify the 
Rage of the laſt Speaker. Therefore, direc- 
ting himſelf to him, Sir, ſays he, you know 
not ſure who you are tngag'd for. Grant that 
I am worthleſs, as worthleſs a; you would paint 
me, is he leſs? To convince you of your Error, 
J undertake to prove, that it was I myſelf I, 
that contributed to make him every Thing that 
he now boaſts Fa l ho was ii that collected theLiſt 
of hard Words that made his Probation Lecture 
worſhipfully unintelligible ? Mas it not I? Let 
bim deny it if be dare. Who was it that pre- 
vaiPd on my Lord Duke, and the Earl, to af- 
ford their Words to make him figmficant ? Was 
it not 1? He will not ſay it; if be do, both 
their Honours, which is for before the Oath of 
a Mechamick, are at Hand to affirm it : Or, 
will he perſiſt, that it was not to this Concale- 
nation of Cauſes he owes the Plumes he now 
firuts iu? But what, I wonder, is the — 
2 4 
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all this Wrath ? Why, Til let you into the Se- 
cret, and then judge. Being to attend my Lodge 
this Evening, under this farrago of Obligations, 
which I gave you in Miniature, I vouchſaf'd to 
ask him to lend me Half-a-Crown, aſſuring bim 
J would reimburſe bim out of the next Horſe or 
Woman that I painted, when, with his old mean- 
ing Cant, he would do it, he ſaid, with all the 
Pleaſure in Life, but he had but Three Shillings 
in the World. Would you believe it, Sir? I 
came down to Eighteen-pence, and yet he never 
once attempted to put his Hand in his Pocket, 
Nature will be Nature, Sir ; and, 1 confeſs, 
I was provok'd to call him Scoundrel. And what, 
I pray, is there ſo opprobious in the Term? A 
meer Lapſus Linguæ. Beſides, if a Man calls 
me Scoundrel, and 1 take it, I make myſelf the 
Scoundrel he calls me : But if, with true Mag- 
nanimity, I deſpiſe his Scurrility, ii is no more 
than a Boy's piſſing againſt the Wind, when the 
Water is ſure to fly in his own Face. In ſhort, 
you ſee, Sir, my Friend is a Phileſopher without 
the Rudiments of Philoſophy. 

The Lxdzate-hbill Orator, conſcious of the 
Poverty of the Conteſt, without one Word 
further ſpeaking, paid his Two-pence, and 
flipt out of the Room, leaving the reſt, as 
they ſoon did, to follow his Example. The 
two Certaminators remain'd in the Liſts, up- 
on which, all the reſt of the Company being 
gone, I directed myſelf to both of 'em, 
and ſpoke in the following Manner; Gentle» 
men, 
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men, you are both of you Strangers to me; hows 
ever, having been an Ear-witneſs to the Diſpute, 
T think a lilils wwell-intended Advice may not 
be thrown away. Never make many People 
Judges of your own private Diſputes, nor a pub- 
lick Place the Scene of Action. By what I can 
gueſs, you might both have remam'd conjiderable, 
in your own Eyes at leaſt, if you had been wiſe 
enough io conceal one another's Fatlings. For my 
Part, I am ſo intire a Lover of Peace and 
. Tranquility, that I would do every Thing 10 ſup» 
port it. To evidence which, there is Half a Crown 
to maintain the Honour of your Lodge, the, if you 
would excuſe the Freedom, 1 woul d frankly de- 
clare, that, by what I have heard, it might be 
employ'd to much more commendable Purpoſes. 
— my Leave, paid for my Coffee, and 
went directly home. 

It is cuſtomary with me, on my Return, 
either from taking the Air, or Buſineſs, to 
ruminate on ſuch Paſſages as have occurr'd 
in either. Such a ſpacious Field, as the 
Tranſactions of this Day afforded me, it is 
not to be ſuppos'd, therefore, that I could 
neglect a Cuſtom, that, in my Opinion, is 
not only amuſive but commendable. Leaſt 
of all could I paſs over, without Remark, 
that vaſt. Inchnatien, that even Spirits mecha- 
nical have to Fame and Glory, evident in 
my Pair of Prize- fighters at the Coffee- 
houſe. Both ambitious: of a Title, that 
carry'd Royalty in the Front, and, 3 


208 The WORLD wes 


both equally entitl'd. It is a great Pity, 
that that Fragment of Fame, left us by 
the great Bacon, was never compleated. For, 
as he there propos d to have let us into what 
are falſe Fames, and what are true Fames; 
how they may be ſown and multiply'd 
and how check'd and lay'd dead; and ma- 
ny other-like uſeful Things; it might have 
been of great Service to Mankind, of all 
Degrees, Sorts and Sizes. Tho' I am apt to 
believe, the Seeding-part is leaſt wanted ; Hu- 
man Nature abounding with natural Seeds, 
which, like the Off-tets, or Buds, that make 
our Muſhroom-beds, require very little Cul- 
ture or Care to render them fructive. 
It was an Objection, prevalent in his own 
Days, that King James I. made his Honours 
very cheap, if we may believe Osborn, even 
to Proſtitution. Nor has that Humour 
much abated any Time ſince, unleſs in the 
levelling Ara, a Time not to he quoted by 
Men of Honour or Honeſty, Nevertheleſs, 
as this Objection was ſtarted by the very 
great, or middling People, they ſure ſhould 
be the laſt to put it in Practice. Doubt- 
leſs, many noble Inſtitutions, by Time, or 
the Corruption of Mankind, have undergone 
very great Abuſes. I ſhall not trouble my 
Head, or my Reader, with that of the Royal 
Society of Free Maſons, being quite too imaginary 
to fix any Thing like a ſolid Baſis upon. 
But the real Royal Society was undoubtedly, in 
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its Intention, a truly Royal Inſtitution; the 
Deſign was Noble, and worthy a Prince, the 
Promotion of Natural Philoſophy. What 
Pity was it chat they had not, at firſt, ſet out 
with better Orders and Rules, or, at leaſt, 
taken Care that thoſe Orders and Rules were 
better obſerv'd. To the vaſt Diſparagement 
of the Community, have we not ſeen the 
F. R. S. diſtributed to ſome that ſcarce knew 
the Meaning of the Literals. At leaſt, ſome 
have been dubb'd Promoters of Philoſophy 
that had no other Characteriſtick, but what 
the Vulgar very vulgarly imputes to the Hea- 
then Philoſophers. Sure the grand Promo- 
ters of Natural Philoſophy ought to have ſo 
much Inſight into Nature, as to be able to 
gueſs, whether the Man has Brains or no, to 
capacitate him for an Enquiry, before he 
commences an Adept. If an Unintelligibili- 
ty be a ſole Qualification, the Field may 
be very large, but I am afraid the Road 
will be found very foul Way. For my 
Part, I cannot, and therefore will not, af- 
firm, that Money makes any Member, but 
ſuch as deride all Knowledge, or, indeed, 
any Thing that 1s ſerious, and, conſequent- 
ly, take all Opportunities of ridiculing and 
depreciating, ſuch will be ſure to caſt in ſuch 
an Aſperſion, when ever they ſee a Perſon 
of no Merit ſet off with ſuch a Signetur for 
a Fiocco. Oh! but he has wrote a Book 
Has he ſo? —Why then indubitably he is 

As 
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qualified without asking, whether he under- 
ſtood what he writ. To remedy which Evil, 
if it be one, and to prevent any future Di- 
lapidations (and Dilapidations thev may be, 
tho* to the Enlargement of the Building) 
Would there be any Harm in wiſhing a 
ſtricter and cloſer Scrutiny into Perſons and 
Qualifications before admitted ? Would not 
ſuch a Regulation conduce to their Glory, 
and, in proceſs of Time, render the F. R. S. 
traly Honourable, which, at preſent, is 
hardly look*d upon with more Reſpe& than 
a lingle F= 1 had thus ſoliloqu'd my- 
ſelf into a Doſe, which ended in a profound 
Sleep (and whatever ſome Semi F. R. S's may 
ſay, Dreams are not always obſtructive to 
Sleep) when, methought, I was got into a 
large, fair, and open Plain, on either Side 
of which, at ſome Diſtance, ſtood two beau- 
tiful Temples, equal in Height, Ornament, 
and Structure. From that on the Right, I 
could hear the Sound of a Trumpet, ſweet, 
ſmooth, and grateful, which had no ſooner 
ceas'd; but, from that on the Left, I could 
hear another more ſhrill and loud, but far 
leſs pleaſing. Drawn by the charming Ac- 
cents of the former, I obſerv*d, that the Ge- 
nerality made the beſt of their Way thither, 
not but there were great Numbers made up 
to the other without turning in the leaſt a- 
fide, or, as it ſeem'd to me, without ſo 
much as beftowing one Thought what they 

| wert 
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were going upon. The Landſkip, tho! vaſt- 
ly agreeable, A into me rather Per- 
plexity than Pleaſure, till a Perſon, of an at- 
table Air, advanc'd up to me, greeting me 
in a moſt friendly and humane Manner; 
which, tho? it added to my Pleaſure, did not 
at all deminiſh my Perplexity. Seeing me a 
little ſurpriz d, Do you not remember me? ſays 
ſhe, 1 am miſtaken if Ingratitude be any Part 
of your Compoſure. Have you forgot the Care I 
took of you in your late Ramble to Elifium? The 
fame Good-nature drew. me at this Time hulber. 
Come along, ſays ſhe, and Il! inform you of 
what is neceſſary for you to know, that you ma 
accordingly make your Reflections. That Temple 
which you ſee on the Right, continu'd ſhe, and 
10 which ſuch Numbers advance, is the Temple 
cf True Fame, and that oppoſite is the Tem- 
ple of Falſe Fame. But let us advance to the 
fr, and, if you make your proper Qbjervations, 
they will. let you into the Myſteries of both. By 
her bewicching Air, her Speech, and ten 
thouſand other amiable Qualities, I ſtraic 
found it was the charming Phanutaſia that 
ſpoke, and therefore readily gave myſelf up 
to her Conduct and follow'd. 

No ſooner had we reach'd the Lie or 
Anti-temple, which was ſupported with beau- 
tiful Pillars of the Cor inthian Order, but my 
Eyes were faſcinated by the Charms of a glo- 
rious Figure at the farther End. She was 
feated- on a golden Throne, adorn'd with 

| 3 
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precious Stones, under a Canopy of the fame, 
ſupported by channell'd Pillars of moſt exqui- 
fite Workmanſhip; on each Side ſtood a 
Row of young Virgins with ſilver Trumpets, 
who look'd, to me, like ſo many Angels. At- 
ter Phantaſia had made her Obeiſance, and 
beckon'd to me to do the fame, ſhe took me 
down, and plac'd me at the Feet of the Vir- 
gin next the Entrance, and herſelf oppoſite, 
that we might make our Obſervations with- 
out the leaſt Interruptions to the Ceremonies 
and Audience enſuing. Juſt as we were ſeat- 
ed, the Virgins, altogether, began to blow 
their Trumpets, which made ſuch a Har- 
mony, without the Mixture of other Inſtru- 
ments, as I could not then remember ever 
to have heard the like. Two Trumpets, 
plac'd on the upper- part of the Outſide of 
the Dome, took the Hint of their ceaſing, 
and founded, as Phantaſia told me, to call 
all the Supplicants to their Audience. 

I ſhould have told my Reader, hut the 
tumultuous Pleaſures muſt excuſe my Omif- 
ſion, that on the Right-hand of the 
Lady of the Temple, fat Truth. in her beau- 
tiful Uncovering, and on the Left, Experi- 
- ence, the Daughter of Wiſdom, no leſs beau- 
tiful, tho* in a Drapery more ſuitable to her 
Character. Theſe two were her conſtant 
Counſellors and Aſſiſtants 3 without whoſe 
Advice ſhe would never part with Palm, Lau- 


rel, or Oliye-branch to any Candidate. For 
which 
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which Reaſon, after their Obeiſance to the 
Lady of the Temple, every Candidate pay'd 
a Sort of Veneration to Truth and Experi- 
ence before they deliver'd in their Creden- 
tials. But, on the other Side, I obſerv'd, 
as to the Candidates there was a great Va- 
riety. There were Candidates of Election, 
of Recommendation, and Compulſion. Ne- 
vertheleſs, 1 made it my Obſervation that 
the latter always met with the moſt gra- 
cious Reception, conſiſting of ſuch whole 
Modeſty endeavour'd to conceal their Merit, 
and who were drove there more by the Sut- 
frages of others than their own Inclinations. 
This will ſeem a Difficulty in Faith, and a 
ſtrange Sort of Paradox, and I was much of 
the ſame Opinion, till Phantaſia, to convince 
me, pointed behind the Throne, where I 
could perceive, among many others unknown 
to me, Barrow, Tillotſon, and Newton, ſeated 
in ſeveral Chairs of State, with Palms and 
Olive-branches in their Hands. 

But as far as I could perceive, very few 
of this Sort gave the Lady, at preſent, 
either Pleaſure or Diſturbance. Her recent 
Supplicants conſiſted of the two former 
Claſſes, tho', as I ſaid before, the latter 
were always moſt acceptable, Their Me- 
thod of Audience was, by a ſtanding Eſta- 
bliſhment, after this Manner; the Candi- 
date deliver'd his Credentials to one of the 
fide Attendants (which beſt took his Fancy) 


Who 
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who carry'd it up to the Throne, and there, 
on her Knees, deliver'd it to her Lady, who, 
on Receipt of it, firſt committed the Scrol to 
the Peruſal of Truth, and then of Experience. 
If they thought fit to ſign their Names, it 
was given again into the Hands of Fame, 
who immediately gave Directions to the beau- 
ful Meſſenger to lead her Client up to a 
Chair behind the Throne prepar'd for him. 
On the contrary, if Truth or Experience re- 
fufed ſigning, the Candidate was carry*d to 
a fide Portico, and diſmiſs'd, to take his 
Walks where he thought proper. There 
were ſeveral of this Sort let out at the Back- 
door, but very few that gave the young Atten- 
dants the Trouble of ſhew ing them the Way 
to the Seats behind the Throne. But I could 
not but take Notice, above all, of a Poet, 
of modern Conſtitution, who, on Delivery of 
his Scrol to one of the young Attendants, 
whiſper'd in her Ear, but ſo loud that all 
near might hear him, That he had given lin- 
mortality fo Kings, Dukes, and Great Men, and 
was now come to Fame 10 give bim an Eaſy- 
chair, The pretty Creature would not have 
receiv*d it after ſuch a pompous Declaration, 
but it was againſt the ſtanding Orders to re- 
fuſe, for which Reaſon ſhe was under a Ne- 
ceſſity of carrying it up. Delivering which 
to her Lady with a Smile, it rais'd her Cu- 
rioſity to demand the Reaſon of it. The 
young Attendant, caſting her Eyes upon 

Truth, 
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Truth, found herſelf oblig'd to give tte 
whole Detail of the loud Whiſper. Upon 
hearing which, Fame roſe up with fomewhat 
of a Face of Diſpleaſure, Has be % ſays ſhe ; 
He that can diſpenſe Immortality jo liberally, can 
bave no Occaſion to apply to me. Therefore 
do you ſhew him that the Back-door will lead 
bim the ready Road to a more proper Patroneſs, 
and accordingly, the bombaſtick Boaſter, 
was diſmiſſed to the ſeeming Satisfaction of all 
the Hearers. | 

The Credentials of many more were hand- 
ed up, but, I obſerv'd, not above two or 
three approv'd of, and conſequently not ma- 
ny of the Seats were filPd, notwithſtanding 
abundance of Vacancies. The Aurhor of 
tbe Univerſal Paſſion, methought, deliver'd 
his Credentials to one of the fair Attendants, 
which, pleas'd with his Youth, ſhe eagerly 
carry'd up to the Throne. Fame, on Re- 


ceipt of it, ſmil'd, but, without delivering it 


out of her Hand, ſpoke to the Author the 
moſt gracious Words following: Here is a 
fair Foundation, ſaid the Lady, direCting 
her Voice to the Author, and I will order 
ur Pretenſions to be enter d. To ſay more at 
Preſent, in my Opinion, might foreftal your Merit. 
Proceed, therefore, and perſevere, and I will take 
care to reſerve for you the firſt Chair among the 
beſt Poets of modern Extraction. Not one in 
the whole Aſſembly but was pleas'd, and 1 
could not but ta:ze Notice, that, tho' he was 
| neither 
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neither receiv*d nor diſmiſs'd, Phaniaſia roſe up 
and reſign'd her own Seat to him, which he 
accepted with a world of Modeſty, tho? with 
a Reluctance that was over-rul'd. There 
were ſome few others that deliver'd their 
Credentials, but were all order'd to be let 
out at the Side-door. Upon which Fame, 
ſeeming weary'd with the Applications of ſo 
many Inſignificants, order'd an Adjournment 
of the Court, and all roſe up, and the Tem- 
ple in an Inſtant was empty. | 

Juſt as all the Company was ſeparated, 
methought Phantaſia took me by the Hand, 
and, with a Smile, Come, ſays ſhe, you nt 
go out at the Back-door too; but comfort your- 
elf; you go out by Choice, not Compulſion. I 
bave a Mind to give you a Sight of the Tem- 
ple you ſaw oppofite to this, and by that Means 
1 ſhall inform your Judgment, and ſet it right 
for the future. You will there find that Fal ſe 
Fame has moreSupplicants than True: For, be- 
ſides her natural Adorers, which are the many, 
you will ind her Train encreas'd by thoſe diſmiſs'd 
here. Nor will I flatter your Expetlation 
with having your Senjes equally gratify'd, tho 
the outward Appearances may lead you to ex- 
pett it. 

Immediately we croſs'd the Plain, and ar- 
riv'd at the Temple, which, to outward Ap- 
pearance, as Phantaſia had ſaid, promis'd us 
as great Matters as the other : But, when 


we enter'd — I] couid not but ſay with the 
Poet, 
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Poet, Ab, Quantum Mutata, The Lady 
was bloated, the Throne Tinſel, and all the 
Decorations, Attendants, and Manner of 
Proceedings anſwerable. Conſuſion ſat on her 
Right-Hand, and Aſurance, in a Plaid, fat 
on her Left. Her whole Court was com- 
pos'd of Lawyers, Apothecaries, and Poer- 
aſters: And their Applications were a mere 
Patchwork of Higglely Pigglely like their 
Perſons: But one Thing, which, in my O- 
pinion, ſhew'd their Irregularity, in an unac- 
countable and monſtrous Piece of Partiality, 
was particularly remarkable ; all thoſe who 
had had a Repulſe in the other Temple, were 
made firſt Favorites here, and much better 
receiv*d than any of their original Addreſſers. 
They were pity'd, their Affronts aggrava- 
ted, and cajoll'd in ſo nauceous a Manner, 
that turn'd my Stomach inſide out to obſerve 
it, Phantaſia took Notice of my Diſorder, 
and could not help expreſſing her Satisfae- 
tion at it. Our Stay, ſays ſhe, will not be 
long. Let us hear a little of their Proceed- 
ings, that, for our future Information, you 
may note down ſome of their indecorous Deco- 
rums, and woe lade our Leave, for I am 
of your Opinion, * nothing here dil tempt a 
Stay. | 
She had hardly ſaid the Word, when, 
thro' a Lane, made on Purpoſe in the 
Middle of the Croud, advanc'd the very 
Poet that had been re;ected in the Temple 
i 7 Þ aw I. of 
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of True Fame. His Chin was cock'd up in 
the Air, and his Pace as portly as if Expul- 
ſion had given him Pride, and Pride Stiff- 


nels. So ſoon as he was got near enough 


to his Goddeſs to be heard, he open'd his 
Budget of Grievances, expatiated on the 
Indignities offer'd to a Perſon of his Figure, 
and, in a manner, demanded to be regiſter'd, 
and have the Laurel. The ſpotted Lady 
(for ſhe had a Skin like a Leopard) fami- 
liarly took him by the Hand, lifted him up, 
and made him fit by her Side, next the La- 
dy in the Plagd, This encourag'd all the 


- reſt that had been diſmiſſed from the ſame 


Place to offer up their verbal Petitions, 
which they did unanimouſly, and were re- 
ceiv'd with the like Complaiſance, and or- 
der'd one by one to take their Seats, Nor 
could one of the original Votaries ob- 
tain the leaſt Regard till thoſe were to a 
Man gratify'd. At laſt, a Perſon forces 
himſelf up to the very Noſe of the Lady 
(and I thought I knew him) Muſt a Per- 
fon of my Figure, ſays he, dance Allendance 
fo long fora Hearing? An F. R. S. and an 
Author, and — He was going on, methought, 
when another, interrupting him, familiarly 
addreſs'd the Lady, faying, I am juſt come 
rom my Lodge, where we drank your Lady- 
ſhip's Health with my Lord Dukes, and they 
told me in the Concluſton, that I had diſcharg*d 
my Truſt ſo preitily, that I deferv'd — 

ame : 
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Tame; ſo, without putting oſf my Apron, I re- 
ſalv'd to make a Viſit to your Ladyſbip to put 
in my Claim timerouſly. The Lady was going 
to give him a favourable Anſwer, when the 
other claiming Priority, as having firſt ſpoke, 
and therefore, according to the Rules of all 
other Places, ought firſt to be diſpatch'd ; 
the Conteſt aroſe ſo high that it was impoſ- 
ſible for the Lady of the Chapel to mode- 
rate ſo as to be heard. Confuſion ſtood neu- 
ter, and would not leave her Stool to accom- 
modate. Aſſurance took the Part of the 
younger, and aſk'd his Adverſary, Ibelber 


he took that Place for a Barber's-ſhop, where 


People are to take their Turns, This freſh In- 
dignity ſo fir'd his philoſophick Blood, that 
he flew in a Rage upon his Adverſary, and 
frighted every- body but the Lady on the 
Left-hand, who ſeem'd fo pleas'd at the Dif. 
order, that ſhe did all in her Power to ent 
creaſe it. Phantaſia perceiving what was 


like to enſue, gave me the Wink to get 


away; but as we mult unavoidably paſs by 
the Combatants, one of them having his 
double Fiſt up ready to give his. Adverſary 
a mortal Blow, I, not oblerving that he 
quinted, imagin'd it levell'd at Phantaſia, 
and was up with mine ready to prevent him, 
which Pbantaſia ſeeing, pull'd me by the Sleeve, 
ſaying, For Shame! Leave the Fools to decide? 


their own Controverſy of Superiority by tbem- 


felves, You ſee the Goddels they worſhip does 
L 2 | not 
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not concern berſelf, and, which ever gets the bet- 
ter, will have no great Reaſon to boaſt of their 
Gains, which are like to be imaginary as their 
Pretenſions. In Obedience to theſe ſagacious 
Remonſtrances I was leaving the Place, when, 
methought, Mr. Leather-Apron, on the Re- 
ceipt of a ſudden Stroke, ſet up ſuch a fear- 
ful Howl that frighted away Sleep, Phanta- 
ſia, and, which was much the leaſt Part of 
my Mortification, every one of the goodly 
Company. If, as the good Women ſay, 
there is much in Dreams, I mult leave it to 
the Followers of Arlimidorus, whether the 
F. R. S. had not the better of it. Recom- 
mending, however, to the Conſideration of 
wiſer Men, whether ſome of thoſe Queries I 
made, while awake, may not deſerve a 
Thought for a Salvo to their future Glory. 


VISION 
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BELLE ASSEMBLE; or, the GAME- 
ING TABLE. Shewing the Inconve- 
uienc ies. 


Never ſaw or read the Play call'd the 

1 Gameſter, but by the Title I imagine it 
was deſign'd as a Satire upon that too predo- 
minate Vice of this Nation. A copious 
Theme, and well-handled, one might pro- 
miſe an Event ſuitable : But tho? that, or if 
not that, for I never ſaw it, and ſeveral other 
dramatical Repreſentations, have, as one 
would think, ſufficiently redicuPd the Ute, 
and expos'd the Inconveniencies attending the _ 
Abuſe ; nay, tho' the civil Magiſtrates have 
commendably exerted themſclves in putting 
the Laws in Execution againſt thoſe publick 
Nuſances ; it was never more us'd, nor, per- 
haps, ever more ſhametully abus'd than under 
the modern Vizor of Ridotios, Maſquerades, 
or Aſemblies. Far be it from me to go about 
interdicting innocent Diverſions ; but as far, 
I hope, it will ever be from me, to give thoſe 
Diverſions the Epithet of Innocent; which, 
tho' they may chance to prove ſo in an In- 
1 ſtance 
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Rance or two, will be inevitably attended wicht 
ten thouſand Temptations to make them 
otherwiſe, eſpecially in that Sex which ſhews 
itſelf in nothing weaker than in the Affectation 
of every thing that is ſingular. But if the 
nobler Sex, as they will account themſelves, 
fall in with thoſe Weakneſſes, and not only 
countenance but indulge them, fure to com- 
ply with their grand Poſtulatum, Reaſon will 
allow us to gueſs they muſt have other De- 
ſigns than thoſe of meer Lucre ; tho? that, in 
general, cannot be deny*d to be the main De- 
ſign of every like Diverſion. 

T he fine Character (I ſpeak of the Draught 
and Colouring, not the Poſture) of Lady 
Townly in the Play call'd, A Journey to London, 
were ſufficient, one would think, to reclaim or 
reſtrain any one not abſorb'd in greater Frail- 
ties or Failings than ſhe was Miſtreſs of, But 
what Effect has it produc'd ? Tho? the Poet 
has made her penitent, and tho? that Senſe of 
her Imprudencies is amply ſet off in the beau- 
ti'ul Contraſt in Lady Grace, the ſame Ruſh 
of Inconſideration leads weak People into the 
fame Ruſh of Temptations; where, under a 
Notion of killing of Time, they kill their 
own Quiet, and too often murder their whole 
Family. It is not conceivable to thoſe that are 
inconverſant in the Weakneſs, the Bewitchery of 
this Vice; if you loſe, you flatter yourſelf ano- 
ther Caſt may retrieve your Fortune ; or, if 
you win, you are perfuaded to purſue the a 

| Wulle 
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while ſhe is in the Humour; till, as it very 
commonly happens, the Winner goes off a 
Loſer, and he that was the Loſer, reckons 
himſelf a Gainer, in having parted with nothing 
but his Prudence and his Patience, But I 
ſhall at preſent leave em on hoth Sides under 
the Laſhes of that well-wrote Piece of Satire, 
which, whoever reads, and ſeriouſly reflects 
(and ſure no thinking Creature can be without 
one Interval) muſt tor ever after forſwear the 
Folly or Stamp upon him or herſelf ſome- 
what too groſs to be comprehended under 


that Name, 


I mention'd the Bewitchery of the Vice, 
and, tho? I can ſay nothing on my own Ex- 
perience, I have ſeen enough in others to 
make me believe all that Wit or Invention 
can ſay of the Matter. I have known a Perſon 
of Years, good Senſe and Fortune, call in to 
his Aſſiſtance, Ladies in the Neighbourhood 
fuitable to his own Age and Humour; they 
have drank their Tea together, then calPd 
tor the Card Table, and labour'd fo long, 
and ſo hard at it, that the Cards themſelves 
have lamented the Burden, Neither a Call to 
Council, or any other Board, could unfix him, 
and if he vouchſaf'd to rife to Dinner, it was 
more in Complaiſance to the Stomachs of the 
Ladies his Companions, than any Inclination 
of his own. This was his daily, his weekly 
Employ, and fo intent was he in it, that he 
never allow'd — the idle Obſervation of 
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a Sabbath. Even on his Death-bed the fair 
Quadrilliſts were Phyſicians both of Body and 
Soul, and, if I have not been miſinform'd, he 
went off the Stage with the Cards in his 
Hands. I very well remember that it was 
faid, his Gentleman advis'd the putting 
many Packs into his Coffin, not only as the 
beſt Aromatick, but to ſave him the Trouble 
of coming back for a Recruit. Will not 
every Reader ſay this is ſtupendious? or will 
any one be ſo hardy to deny the Wuchery of 
the Vice ? 

Perhaps my Reader may have the Curio- 
ſity ro enquire of the Caſtrophe of his con- 
ftant Accomplices ? I know but one of 'em, 
who having been gradually drawn in, without 
any other Qualification than great good Will, 
became ſo thorough a Dupe to her ill Fortune, 
that her Spouſe, who was a Man of real Senſe 
and Eſtate, ſeeing the evil Conſequencies im- 
pending, buldly took upon him to. circum- 
icribe her, The Novelty afflicted, and a 
Confliction of the Spirits was the Diſtemper 
that carry*d her off; but without the vaſt 
Satisfaction of holding a good Hand, or any 
of the black Aces at her Departure. But her 
poor Husband, on a ſerious, but melancholly, 
Reflection, ſoon found that he had no other 
Part of his Prohibition to repent of, but the 
Ill in the late timeing of it. Such a large 
Load of Debts of Diverſion came upon him 


after her Deceaſe, that his Goods were all 
ſeiz'd 
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ſeiz'd, of a fine Eſtate he was like to have 
little left; the Conſideration of which broke 
his Heart to ſave a further Misfortune. Thus 
a Wife's innocent Diverſion, as they term it, 
brought a Gentleman that was really inno- 
cent, toan End that he had no Enemies ma- 
licious enough ro wiſh him. 

Some have imputed the Root of this Evil 
to Avarice, others to Ambition, and many 
to both. As to the Males I know not but 
they may be pretty much in the Right; but 
as to thoſe of the other Sex, I ſhould take the 
Source to be rather meer Levity, or want of 
Conſideration, At firſt, at leaſt, it is cer- 
tainly ſoz tho' Avarice and fine Cloaths 
may contribute to give em a lift after, As 
tor the Sharpers, who are generally the Ma- 
ſters of the Shew and Ceremonies, they ſet up 
their Trades, as do moſt of the Bankers, and 
having nothing to loſe, they are ſure to gain, 
or at worſt to Joſe nothing. But will any one 
be ſo hardy to ſay that the Quality, or fair 
Gameſters enter upon an equal Level? For- 
tune, Credit, and Character make Part of 
every Stake they make; and the Sharpers 
being generally Managers of the Bank, what 
a wretched and unequal Footing mult they 
play upon? For my Part the vifible Differ» 
ence, and ſhameful Inequality ſo ſtuns my 
Faculties, that I cannot but flatter myſelf they 
will eaſily excuſe me if I carry the Conſidera- 


tion a little higher, 
IL 5 I 
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Iwill not pretend to diſpute their Power: 
It is their Difcretion 1 am concern'd for, and 
therefore engage with. The Laws are abſo- 
Jute, poſitive and plain. Can Cuſtom in- 
novate? Who made thoſe Laws? Did not 
their Fathers, Brothers, or, perhaps, them- 
ſelves vote, debate, and agree to their paſ- 
fing? Where can be the Honour ? Where 
the Credit of making a Play-thing of what 
their, or my Judgment and Conſcience had 
ſeriouſly refolv*d upon to be uſeful and ex- 

tent. Ought fingle Opinion to decide 
againſt the Senſe of a Nation? And in a Caſe 
where the Good of the Nation had been the 
Parent of the Reſolution ? In other Caſes they 
would not argue ſo; and can any Diverſion 
be of that Moment to make an Alteration in 
the Validity of true Reaſon? Reaſon is firm 
and eſtabliſh'd; and it is not in the Power of 
Humour, or any thing but ſuperior Reaſon, to 
unfix it. Laws obſolete are in Force till re- 


peaPd ; but Laws lately made (or at leaſt of 


a Standing withm the Memory of Man) cal- 
culated for the Publick Good, and to prevent 
unthinking Men from ruining themſelves and 
Families; Are theſe to be immolated to Ca- 
price and Whim? For what can be call'd 
Caprice and Whim, if ſetting our own Will 
and Pleaſure againſt the Sanction: of the Laws 

ve not fo? | 
But to ſhew that it is nothing more nor 
kf than Caprice and Whim, I deſire ano- 
ther 
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ther thing may have a little of our Conſidera- 
tion; that is, that all Loſſes, tho? againſt 
Law, are look'd upon as Debts of Honour, 
and therefore indiſſolvable but with Pay- 
ment, Commend me to the Sharpers, the 
Originals of the Order, who have, like true 
Sons of Mammon, provided this way againſt 
all the Penalties they knew themſelves juſtly 
liable to. I can no way better explain this 
Miſtery than by an Inſtance within my own 
Experience. A Captain in the Army, of my 
intimate Acqaintance, being lock'd up in a 
Spunging-Houſe of the King's-Bench, ſent his 
ootman to intreat my ſpeaking with him 
as foon as poſſible. When I came there, and 
was let up into his own poor Apartment, In 
the Name of God, ſaid I, what ha” you io do in 
this Place! Come, reply'd he, /it down and 
let us talk together. He was a, long Time 
very circumlocutory, and, as I thought, a 
little upon the Trifle. At laſt, I ask'd him 
downright, I bat be was there for? and at 
whoſe Suit? He anſwer'd to both, That be 
was in for about two thouſand Pounds, and at 
the Suit of ſuch a Lord, naming him. It was 
natural next to ask. How the Debt aroſe * and 
he as ſoon reſolv'd me, That it was loſt in 
Gaming, Glad to hear it, Pl Jet you free in 
eight and forty Hours, ſaid J. The News 
feem'd at firſt as glad to him to hear, as 1 
was to ſpeak: But, after a ſhort Pauſe, ask- 
ing how ? Why, ſaid I, picad the — 
| 0 
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No, ſays he, 1 dare not do that; it would for- 


feit my Honour; and my Reputation would be 


loſt for ever. All I could ſay to enforce my 
Arguments avail'd nothing, till he prevail'd 
on me to talk over the Affair with the noble 


Plantiff; who, in my Opinion, ſhew'd a 


great deal more Honour in diſcharging him 
from his Confinement, than my Friend had 

done in confining himlclt. | 
But if thoſe are to be call'd Debts of Ho- 
nour that are created againſt Law, what 
will become of ſuch as have the Law on their 
Side? Why, as in a downright Anarchy, 
where nothing reigns but Confuſion, and the 
Heels ſtand where the Head ſhould, ſo is it 
here. The Tradeſman that honeſtly gave 
Credit, ſhall be oblig'd to wait till the Sharper, 
who never found Credit amongſt honeſt Men, 
is honourably clear'd, and, if he leaves not 
cnough for the honeſt Man, che honeſt Man 
ſhall be glad to leap at his Leavings. A hard 
Fate you'll fay, but as hard as it is, it has 
been the Misfortune more than once ſo to 
happen, and what has been may be again. 
What would the World ſay if ſuch Accidents, 
as they call em, ſhould at laſt inſpire the 
trading Part of Mankind with Wiſdom, and 
that ſhould bring em to a Refolution among 
themſclves, not to truſt any Perſon of Quality 
that isa known Gameſter? Muſt they not in 
Courſe turn Mechanicks themſelves, or at 
Icaſt leave off their more mechanical nnn. 
the 
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the Gaming - Table? For tho? transferr'd from 
the Groom - Porters to their own Houſes, the 
Drudgery is not leſſened but advanced, having 
more to mind than the Dice or the Cards in 
Hand. 

I have heard ſome indeed inſinuate as if the 
Pleaſure did not lye ſolely in the Abundance 
of good Company, for that there were greater 
Sweets to compenſate the Hurry and Trouble. 
Could a Man be prevaiPd upon to believe ſuch 
a thing, I know not what he can ſtick at be- 
lieving. Such a Condeſcention, to call it no 
worſe, muſt render an Aſſembly like what in 
the Country is calPd, a giving Wedding; 

| where the Bridegroom and Bride are, as in 
other Weddings, the principal Parties, but 
the Gueſts are the principal Part of the Feaſt ; 
and accordingly muſt be diſpenſed with in | 
their molt untoward Liberties. However, | 
ſome of theſe rough Satiriſts pretend to al- 
ledge, That Jack, the Genileman, being turn'd 1 
out of Office, as loſing Gameſters will ſpeak, 
has loudly complain'd that he has net had Juſtice l 
done him for Cards and Candles. However, \f 

this mult be faid, That Livery Tongues are not l 
to be credited in all they deliver. Be the thing 
as it will, it is bad enough not to make it 
worſe, and whether the Inſinuation be true or 
falſe, it is certain there is too much Occaſion 1 
adminiſtred of giving Things an odd Handle. 1 
Such, as if Perſons had Prudence join'd to 
their Quality, would induce 'em to forget El 
a 
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a momentary Diverſion rather than incur a 
Scandal that may out-laſt their Lives. 

In my hinting that, I would not diſpute 
their Power, but battle with their Diſcretion. 
I juſt touch'd upon the main Hinge of the Ar- 
gument, which I now crave leave to reſume, 
I take it for granted, that all Quality ought 
to imply Senſe and Reaſon, or rather every 
Qualification that is neceſſary to compleat a 
fine Gentleman. I deſire it may be obſerv'd, 
that I do not ſay it does, but that it ought : 
But this I believe I may venture to ſay, 
without offending any, that there never was a 
Perſon of Quality that did not think he was 
Maſter of all the Qualifications of a fine Gen- 
tleman. I never yet ſet my Eyes on that mo- 
deſt Mortal; and, therefore, til] he 1s, 
produc'd, my Poſtulatum ſhall ſtand with me 
unexceptionable. 

To affirm his Title fo felf-affumingly taken 
up, ought not this Man of Quality, in the 
firſt Place, to evince his ſtrict Adherence to 
thoſe Laws, which, if not he, his Reprefenta- 
tives have thought fit to enact for the benefit 
of his Country? Have they paſs'd ſevere Laws 
againſt Gaming? And will he avow it a 
Qualification of Quality, or of a fine Gentle- 
man every Night in his Life to break in upon 
thoſe Laws? Can the Street Robber, the 
Pick-pocket, or Shop-lifter be ſaid to do 
more? Or will he be willing to take ſuch 
into a Partnerſhip among the Claſs of find 

| Gentle- 
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Gentlemen? The Part of a fine Gentleman is 
to be regular in his Actions, ſtaunch in his 
Morals, and firm in his Principles of Reli- 
gion. So fixt, he would ſoon ſee other Incon- 
veniences attending the Gaming- Table, than 
meerly the Breach of the Law againſt Gam- 
ing. The Exceſs of Paſſion it ſo frequently 
throws thoſe into who are molt accuſtom'd to it, 
the horrid Execrations and Imprecations at- 
tending; or if (as ſome few have ſo great a | 
Command of their outward Temper as to ; 
ſtifle all viſible Exceſs) he could ſee into the 14 
Hearts of thoſe half 3 and deci- 1 


pher the ſmothering Fires he finds prey ing 
upon all the Vitals, and piecemeal devourin 
the Man, for want of Vent, he would ſoon 
call to his Aid all the true Qualifications of a 
fine Gentleman, and avoid both the Tempta- 
tion and the Company. 

But there is yet one other Conſideration, 
which, to a Man of Senſe, the firſt Ingre- 
dient of a fine Gentleman, is of no leſs Weight 
than any of the other: That is what the Scio- 'Þ 
liſts give the Title of killing of Time. A polite " 
Phraſe, as the World goes ; but if thoroughly 
ſifted into, the moſt filly Phraſe that can 
come out of a wiſe Man's Mouth. Thus the 
Sot kills his Time (or rather murders it) and 
he allows himſelf not an Interval of Thought, |. 
till, like the Beaſt he makes himſelf, he has \f 
as little Ufe of rational Faculties, as if he was | 
born without *em. I leave our Divines to Ser- 
| monize 
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monize upon the Matter ; yet cannot refrain 
offering one ſhort Hint to the Conſideration 
of our Time-killers ; that is, whether any Power 
on Earth has, or can, aſſure 'em they ſhall 
over-live the Day? Sure then if Time ma 
be kilPd to their Hands, they need not be 15 
over-haſty to commit Self- murder. Or at 
leaſt ſhould be ſo wiſe to make a Choice of 
ſuch Diverſions as no ways call in Queſtion 
Chriſtianity, or ſeem to lead Virtue into need- 
leſs Temptations ; either of which J am ſure 
the Gaming-Table can never pretend to. 
Sharpers, the weak Heads their Cullies, 
or thoſe weaker Heads of the Fair, who are 
all perfect Slaves to Avarice, may precipi- 
tately follow the Dictates of their violent 
Leader; but ſure the fine Gentleman and 
Lady of Vertue ſhould not, in Reaſon, make 
ſuch their Paterns. This were to take a Tay- 
lor for a Pilot, and make uſe of his Ge in- 
ſtead of a Compaſs. Such a prepolterous 
Choice might argue a great deal of Humour ; 
but all Humours of that Complexion will ne- 
ver embelliſh a Character that ſets up tor a 
Pattern, Humanity, Prudence, and For- 
titude, are the Characteriſticks of the fine 
Gentleman, as Modeſty, Affability, and Piety, 
are the diſtinguiſhing Ornaments of a Woman 
really vertuous. Are theſe to be made the 
Prize of Chance? I tremble to think it. Is it 
worthy the Hazard for either Lucre or Di- 


verſion to bring theſe into Queſtion ? If any, 
or 
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or all of 'em ſhould be loſt, how doleful 
would be all the future Minutes? Yet no 
leſs is the Riſque of either fine Gentleman, or 
vertuous Lady that make a Practice of follow- 
ing the Gaming-Tables, either at the Groom- 
Porters, Ridotto; or Nobility Aſſembly, 
worſe than both the other. 

I ſay worſe, becauſe more accomodated to 
increaſe the Evil by the Danger of Example. 
What is more apt to lead aftray the youthful 
and unwary than the Precidents from Qua- 
lity. To ſay, my Lord and my Lady did ſo 
and ſo, the Bible itſelf could hardly afford a 
Text to confute the Authority. Should a 
King endeavour to legitimate Adultery by 
Proclamation (which is hardly to be ſuppos'd 
in a Proteſtant Country) I much queſtion 
whether the Laws of the Land, or the Laws 
of God, would be found coerecive enough 
witha Tithe of his over-complaiſant Subjects 
to reſtrain or deter them from an implicit Obe- 
dence. Of ſuch pernicious a Tendency is 
great Example! And if in great Concerns 
It is ſo, much more in leſs. The Venom may 
in the beginning be innocently imbib'd, and 
the Notions of Diverſion may gild the Pill ſo 
as to render it not difficult to ſwallow ; but 
it ſoon, like ſmothering Fires, will grow into 
a Flame; and what at firſt might be Diver- 
ſion and Innocent, grows into Cuſtom and 
Habit, till even Piety becomes a Burden, 

and 
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and all ſocial Vertues the Sacrifice of Inadver- 
tency, Weakneſs and Folly. I was confirm'd 
in this by a Dream, or ſomewhat like ir, 
which enſu*d this expoſtulatory Comtempla- 
tion. Concern had made me very thoughtful, 
and Sleep took the Advantage of it, and laid 
an Embargo upon every Faculty that was 
under her ien 

Methought I was walking in the fineſt Gar- 
dens near the Town, full of the beautiful 


Pleaſures of Nature, which diſplay'd them- 


ſelves on every Side me, when a young Lady 
of exquiſite Beauty, and in her full Bloom, 
came down the fame Walk that I was. She 
was inviron'd with a Set of fine Gentlemen, 
I think I told half a Score, all vaſtly obſequi- 
ous, and ſeeming to vie with one another in 
their ſubmiſſive Devoirs. Wit and Pleaſantry 
J found was the ſtanding Diſh. However I 
obſerv'd, if ſome had a ſort of Picquancy, 
others, in hope to ingratiate, made their De- 
ficiencies up with a Laugh, which, if it pre- 
vaiPd upon the Fair one to bear a Part, they 
were as well pleas'd as any that faid wiſer 
Things. They had all paſs'd me, when, a lit- 


| tle more curious than ordinary to dive into the 


bottom of the Novelty, I turn'd ſhort, and, 
at a Diſtance, to be within hearing, follow'd 
them down the Walk. Tho* the Lady did 
not ſeem, as far as I could diſt inguſn, to 


make any Diſtinction; there was one of em, 
I could 
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I could perceive, made it his Endeavour to 
byaſs her Opinion in his Favour more than all 
the others. At the bottom of the Walk was 
a cloſe Arbour, render'd vaſtly grateful by the 
Jaſmins, Honeyſuckles, and Myrtles, which 
cover'd and encompaſs'd it. Into that they 
enter'd, and poor I, for want of a good Nor- 
thern Front, was left to hear as well as I could 
on the Outſide, and throw away my Contem- 

lations on what I heard. Quaurille was pro- 
pos'd as they enter'd, and killing of Time the 
Pretext. I found the fine Gentleman who 
had been molt aſſiduous, was prepar'd to an- 
ſwer the Objection of wart of Cards; fo away 


they fell to work without any other Deſign 


on the Lady's Side, whatever Deſign the reſt 
might have. I had fat long enough to diſ- 
cover that the Game went hugely unlucky for 
the Lady, tho' ſhe wanted no Encouragement 
to perſiſt by an Aſſurance of a full Supply, 
and the reiterated Aſſertion, That Fortune 
muſt change. Under that Expectation ſhe 
perſever'd ; but ſtill worſe follow'd bad, and 
by ſome Words, I thought the poor Creature 
began to be fretful. Juſt in this Interval a 
Lady of my Acquaintance made up to me, 
and ask'd me, }/by alone, and why fo thonght- 
ful? Tho' not ſo beautiful as ſhe within, I 
had long known her to bea Lady of unqueſ- 
tionable Prudence, and therefore riſing from 
my Seat, and drawing her a little on one = 

£0 


= 


236 The WoRLD turn d 


(to prevent being-over heard) I related all 
Paſſages, told her my Jealouſies, and the 
Grounds of 'em, at the ſame Time deſcribing, 
as well as I could, the Parties. Let me be far 
enough, ſaid ſhe, if this is not Cleoniſſa. She 
wants not Senſe any more than Beauty; but all 
that ever I could do, 1 never yet was able to cul- 
tivate an Intimacy. If the Man is he that I gueſs, 
as by your Deſcription it ſhould, your Fealouſies 
are not ill grounded. Come, continu'd ſhe, is 
Shower will give us a Countenance, and there. 
fore well goin, Dll undertake to make Apolo- 
gies. 

Methought in we went, and juſt as my 
Imagination had diftated, Matters appear'd 
diſtreſsful. The Lady had loſt a large Sum, 
was in Tears about it, and the Spark of For- 
tune was labouring all he could to make Ad- 
vantages. She cry'd, he intreated, and had 
drawn her aſide that his Importunities might 
be leſs noticeable. So ſoon as ſhe that had 
introduc'd me had Le her Apology from 
the Wetneſs of the Weather, ſhe made up to 
the fair Lady, which I found gave her Spark 
ſo much Diſquiet, that he could hardly afford 
to be civil. The young Gueſt took Notice 
of his Peeviſhneſs, and, after a little Time, Sir, 
ſays ſhe, 1am of Opinion lam Miſtreſs of the Root 
of your preſent Uneaſineſs. At the upper End of 
this Walk 1 ſaw your Wife; ſhe bent her Caur{e 
this way, and 1 aſſure myſelf the ſame * 
! 


. 
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vill drive ber into this Place. The fine Gen- 
tleman, apprehenſive of a Diſcovery, turn'd 
pale as a Clout, and ſtood as if Thunder- 
{truck ; but did not long continue ſo; for 
catching up his Sword and Hat, he flunk 
away. The other Gentry, dubious of Dangef 
from his abrupt Departure, took care to fol- 
low, and left me alone with the two Ladies. 
She that I imagin'd to have been an Intimare, 
addreſſing herſelf to the very fair one, Zou ſee, 
Cleoniſſa, ſays ſhe, how neceſſary were the Cau- 
tions 1 have often given you ; and into what 
Inconveniencies your weak Paſſion for Gaming 
feads you. What you intend as a Diverſion, is 
otherwiſe with others: And as you uſe it, can be 
as little to yourſelf. Here, ſays ſhe, turning to 
me, take theſe Bills, and go and diſcharge this 
Foible, and I do not ſuppoſe that hereafter I ſhall 
need to adviſe this young Beauty to take care of 
what Company ſbe keeps, and how ſhe kills ber 
Time, for fear ſhe commit Murder upon her Re- 
putation, The young Lady, methought, in 
the higheſt Gratitude fell down on her Knees 
and pleas'd her Benefactreſs with a Volley of 
Proteſtations and Reſolutions ſuitable to her 
Charge. I, joyful of my Commiſſion, was 
making my Bows to take my leave in order 
to Execution, when the Lady, laſt enter'd, 
ſpoke to me to this Aﬀect ; Give my beſt Wiſhes 
to your Friend Leonora, and tell ber, I took upon 
me ber Shape, and was not at all aſham'd ot. 

My 
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My Name is Prudence; which he is too nearly 
related to, to want any Aſſiſtance, or Inſtructions 
of this Nature. This Speech ſtruck me into 
ſo much Amaze, that, examining into the Ve- 
racity of my Senſes, or whether I had been 
Maſter of 'em, Sleep forſook me, and left 
em all to come and officiate in their proper 


Stations. 
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VISION XVII. 


A SHORT SKETCH of the LAST 
JUDGEMENT. 


| NTIQUITY is the Brag and Am- 
bition of all that plead a Veneration for 
Genealogy. The Welch are famous for this 
Itch of Ambition; but not ſingularly fa- 
mous. Scotch, Iriſh, and German, think 
themſelves never ſo wiſe as when they fetch 
their Families from Fable; and the apiſh 
Engliſh are not content to boaſt what is certain 
and really worthy of boaſt, Creſſy and Min- 
court, but they muſt fetch their Fore-fathers 
from Perſons as dubious as the Times they 
liv'd in, and whoſe Hiſtory is as dark as was 
the original Chaos. But our Sots and Scialiſts, 
profoundly ſkill'd in Genealogy, reſolve to 
carry a Sort of a Face along with them, and, 
like true Chymiſts, that they may not be ſaid 
to fail in their firſt Principle, have Recourſe 
to the eldeſt Records of Time and Things to 
eſtabliſh their Aurhority, and give their Ti- 
tle a Sanction. Thus, ſays the Sot, Noah was 

. my Father in à right Line, Ergo — True, lays 
the Scioliſt, but Lucifer was before Noa + 

an 
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and he was my original Parent, proveable in 
pretending to be wiſer than his Creator. Ergo. 

But in Mitigation of the Pride of theſe two 
grand Conteſtors, Reaſon would offer, as to 
the former, That if Noah, his boaſted Parent, 
was overtaken, it was but once, and that by 
way of Experiment, before he knew, or 
could know, the Power of the Fruit he had 
juſt cultivated 3 and as to the latter, that tho? 
his ſuperficial Wiſdom might put a preſent 
Feather in his Cap, it ended in a Diſtruction 
that his modern Pupil will find himſelf, at laſt, 
a miſerable Partaker of. In ſhort, there is no 
Vice but can give itſelf an Air, and ſo dreſs 
itſelf up in borrow'd Plumes, that, till Rea- 
ſon appears and ſtrips 'em off one by one, will 
make its Votaries, in their own Conceits at 
leaſt, look very fine and glaring. 

But again, would not have it imagin'd 
that I here intend to confine the So-, to the 
Man that never is ſober. No! ſuch a Wretch 
acts, if he may be ſaid to act, who is al- 
ways under an Incapacity of acting, a Part fo 
brutal, that even a Brute would bluſh ar. 
The Sot I would throw at, is the poor Crea- 
ture that gives up his Reaſon to every idle 
Temptation, and leaves not himſelf the Power. 
to diſtinguiſh between -cheriſhing Nature, and 
debaſing it. That inſtead of eſchewing, as a 
wiſe Man would, Occaſion and Company 
that may draw him into precarious Circum- 


ſtances, makes it his Employ and Buſineſs to 
ſeck 


INS ID ECOU T. 241 


ſeek out the Company of ſuch good Fellows 
as are moſt likely to torward all ſuch Incon- 
veniencies, The very Name of a Dram, or 
a Whet in a Morning to ſuch, are fo allurin”, 
that they very often qualify themſelves for 
the Bed before Dinner, or, at leaſt, ſet them- 
ſelves ſo forward on their Journey, that, it 
they hold out till Supper, you may lay 
'em in a Hog'sſty as well as on a Bed of 
Down, and they will ſnore and fleep ſo found- 
ly, they will leave the laughing Looker- on to 
diſtinguiſh the Difference. 

Nor is the Scioliſt leſs intoxicated with his 
Pride, than the Sot with his Liquor. Selt- 
Conceit is much ſtronger than the Juice of 
the Grape, and plainly demonſtrates in its 
Operations, that its Yigneron was much 
more a Maſter in Craft, and his Deſigns 
far more pernicious and deſtructive. . The 
Temptations in both are pretty equal; 
a Fluſh of Pride in one, and a Fluſh of Plea- 
ſure in the other: Not that the Scioliſt has not 
in his Imagination, his Share in Pleaſure as 
well as the other, tho', to ſay Truth, 
the Pleaſure is merely imaginary in both : 
For their Ebricty is fo equal, tho' from dif- 
ferent Cauſes, that one is no more Maſter of 
his rational Faculties than the other. Like 
Witches, on their Broom-ſtaff Pegaſus, he 
thinks he flies above other Men, and all the 
while lies groveling on the Ground, to evi- 
dence his Eagernels to embrace luis laſt, and 
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only ſorry Hope of Annihilation. But how 
miſerable a Hope is that which, if it has its 
Effect, muſt end in nothing? and, if defeat- 
ed, mult iſſue in Miſeries that will never 
have an End. 

This melancholly Meditation ſo affected 
my Faculties, that I lay for ſome Time un- 
der a Shiver, little ſhort of a downright Le- 
thargy. When, in an Inſtant, methov ght a 
grave Perſon touch'd me gently with a W Vand, 
and bid me riſe, and come along. Ready 
to obey, without Heſitation, I ſtarted up, and 
was fumbling for my Breeches; Juſt as you 
are, ſaid the Apparition, you will make the moſt 
proper Appearance, for you will find enough in 
your own Drapery to keep you in Countenanse. 
This, methought, ſounded as ill as I ſhould 
look : However, after a Moment's Conſide- 
ration, I reſolv'd ftill to obey, and follow'd 
him. We was but uit got into the open 
Air, when I heard the Sound of a Trumpet 
at ſome Diftance, but with an Accent fo 

fhril and piercing, that it ſeem'd to me impoſ- 
Ihle to be natural. It carrv'd an Influence 
Jong with it, that affected all my Faculties; 
and yet in ſuch a Manner, that I could nei- 
her ſay that Hope or Fear, Joy or An- 
guiſh had the Preheminerce. There was a 
Mixture of all, but a Predominance of nei- 
ther. He led me into an open Plain, vaſtly 
large and vaſtly pleaſant, From the farther 


Side of which I could perceive whole My- 
riads 


— — — 


INS IDE-OU T. 243 


riads of Bodies, naked as my own, advan- 
cing towards the Middle of the Plain, with two 
Trumpets over the Heads of them, flying 
in the Air, and founding as they flew, 
Thoſe to the Right had all green Branches 
in their Hands erected, and thoſe to the Left 
carry*d the ſame green Branches, but not fo 
erect as the other. Before each Body ad- 
vanc'd a Perſon of a wonderful, charming 
Aſpect, but with an Air importing ſomewhat 
much beyond Humane. I was both pleas'd 
and fſurpris'd ; but had not the Heart to 
aſk one Queſtion, ſo much the latter pre- 
vaild above the former. When they were 
got to the Center of the Plain, they made a 
Halt, and the Trumpet founded again, being 
anſwer'd by others at a great Diſtance; du- 
ring which, a great Cloud deſcended to the 
very Earth, and all to the Right aſcended, 
as into a Chariot, and were immediately 
convey*d quite out of Sight. So ſoon as thoſe 
had Jeft us, a like Cloud deſcended and took 
up all to the Left, and carry'd them up in 
the ſame Manner, the Trumpet founding all 
the while. 

I was ſtill loft in Surprize and Wonder, 
till my Leader a little reliev'd me, aſking, 
V knew the Meaning of all ibis? To which 
returning a negative Anſwer, Then attend, 
faid he, and PU inform you , for you muſt 
Prepare for Toings that will aſfect you more 
than any you have yet ſeen or heard, This is 

2 the 
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the Day of Judgment, and this the Valley of 

Tryal for your People. Thoſe you ſaw taken 

up to Happineſs, in the firſt cloudy Chart, 

were Martyrs and Confeſſors that had long 

waited and wiſh'd for this pleaſant Fubilee ; 

and thoſe in the ſecond, were ſuch as had 

paſsd their Examination, and had receiv'd 

the Seal of Approbation. The very Account 

fill'd me with ſomething that I could not tel! 

how to name. It carry'd ſomewhat above 

what we call Joy, and was attended with 

1 what imported rather Awe than Fear, but 

* both together compos'd ſuch a Mixture as 

is impoſſible for Words to expreſs. Obſer- 

ving the Conteſt of my Paſſions, Be not diſ- 

| courag d, ſays he, I am your Guardian, and 

B, if I bad not had a due Care of you, I had never 

1 come to call you. Now prepare to ſee a quite 

y | different Scene; a Scene of Herror. Keep ſted- 

| | faſt on the Spot you ſtand on; and let not 

| any Sigbt alarm your Apprehenſions ſa as i uu— 

|. fix you. 

. Methought, at the Coucluſion of his Ex- 

hortation, there was ſuch an Agitation of 

the whole Plain, that 1 could compare it to 

nothing better than the Motion of the Sea 

ina Tempeſt. After Variety of Evolutions, 

on the Sound of many other Trumpets to- 

gether, all of a hoarſer Accent than what I 

bad heard before, the whole Plain feil into 

a perfect Calm, the Surface all even as be- 

fore, and &very Part of its paſt Commotion 
quiet 


3 
A 
A 


Eine 


quiet and ſilent. After it had remain'd ſome 
little Time in that Tranquility, methought 
I ſaw in one Part of it a Number of Irrup- 
tions, which roſe up like Mole-hills, and 
out of every one came up a human Body, and 
Juſt as in its human State, Every Band had 
its proper Intendant, who was of an Aſpect 
diſmal enough to forebode the Corps he 
guarded, that their Doom was not like to 

be over favourable, or, indeed, tolerable. 
The firſt Band came pretty near the Place 
that I ſtood upon, and I could hear one of 
the Delinquents expoſtulate with his Intendant, 
What did you diſturb us for? Did we deſire 
any of your officious Favours er Interrupitons ? 
We were quiet enough, and far from deſiring 
ever to hear any more of you. The State of 
Brutes was our ſole Ambition ;, and now you 
come like a Parcel of Fiends as you are to inter- 
rupt our Tranquility with Stories of Eternity. 
Let us lie down again in Silence; wwe as 10 
more; and will forgive you all that's paſss'd. 
Ha! Friend of mine, ſays the grim Intendant, 
laughing loud; I is ioo late now : All your 
Reaſons and Demonſtrations are of no Avail. 
You ſhould have liſten'd in Time to Probables, 
and not cut away Eternity with a ſilly Figure 
and fooliſh Obſtinacy. Your Doom is paſs d, and 
all Redemption is too late, ſince you have ſlighted 
that which wwas graciouſlyoffer*d you. The Words 
were hardly utter'd, when Flames of Sulphur 
broke out of the Holes they ſprung up at, 
M 3 and 
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and the whole Earth opening about them, 
they were ſwallow'd down with exceſlive 
Howlings and Roars that pierc'd my very 
Hearr ; their Intendant accompanying them 
ro thew them the Road to the Place of 
their eternal Abode. 

At a little Diſtance, on the other Hand 
of me, the fame Irruptions roſe up as before, 
and likewiſe the Product. Theſe feent'd all 
atleep, and the Intendant, with his Crew, 
could hardly awake them, or keep them 
awake with all their Stripes and Scourges. 
Out, ye ſleepy Set, ſays the Intendant to one of 
1 **m, ci ye go down to Hell in a Leibargy? 
# Fill nothing wake you but Flames of never 
L dying Sulphur ? The Mention of Hell I 
| found had a little Effect upon him, when 


+ \ rubbing his Eyes and ſtaring, bat do you 
4 talk of ſuch ugly Names? I nev## intend ſo go 
{ | there. =— Here, Drawer, —» The Intendant 
Y burſt into a fearful Laugh, — 7, yes, youll 
x find a ferpetual Drawer where you are going. — 


One that vill never ceaſe to dremh you with 
i | ful Draughts of flaming Brimſtone. — Say vc 
1 %, Friend? lays the Delinquent, a little 
Þ come to himſelf, = }/hy * I could not have 
thought it. — 1 don't know how you ſhould, re- 
ply'd the Intendant; for you never allowd 
 yourfelf an Interval of Thought. Then prythee, 
jaid the Delinquent fawningly, let me have 
one now. It will do you no good 5 — the cri- 
tical Minute is over, ſaid the Intendant; 


0 
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Jo come along, and I will ſhew you what you 
have to truſt to. But, Friend, ſays the poor 
Sor, will you allow us Water to our Brimſtone- 
Poffet. What is neceſſary is provided for you, 
ſaid the Intendant; /o come along, Upon 
which, the Earth opening, they all went 
down headlong, and ſav'd their Guards the 
Trouble of leading, for not one of 'em was 
able to walk. 

So ſoon as the Earth was rid of them, rofe 
up, in the fame Manner, a Parcel of Corpſe 
all bloody, with a Number of Fiends at 
their Heels, laſhing *em along with flaming 
Fire-brands ; the Sight was ſo terrible that 1 
could not refrain aſking my Guardian, ba: 
Mrelcbes are theſe * The Murderers, ſays he; 
you fee they carry the Tokens of their Guilt 
in their very Fronts. All the Waters on 
Earth could never waſh out their Statins, nor 
will the botteſt Fires in the Place they are going 
to, ever be able to pacify or purify their Conſci- 
ences., They will fud Cain, their original 
Leader, ready to receive em; and you ſee 
the Earth does not wait à Signal to open 10 
conceal ſuch Miſcreants from the Light of the 
Sun. And ſo they ran down roaring under 
the continu'd Caſtigations of their Tormen- 
ters. 

Caſting my Eye on one Side, I obſerv'd 
the Earth breaking, and a Head peeping, 
but nothing further for a Moment or two. 
At laſt, when the Shoulders had thruſt the 

M 4 Jolter- 
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Jolternol forward, the Tongue began to wag 


and the Wretch imprecated himſelf moſt 


bitterly, F be would budge an Inch further, 
nes he was allow'd to carry his Companion 
along with him. But, nolens volens, he ſound 
himſelf, at laſt, entirely above the Ground. 
Ay, continu'd he ſwearing and imprecating 
afreſh, is it not a moſt monſtrous Thing, that 
a Man muſt be demn'd ſingle, when his Crime 
was of a duplicate Nature? Let but the Party 
come along that was the Occaſion of my Seduce- 
ment, and I have no Scruple. — Your Scru- 
ples have always been in a wrong Place, ſaid 
his Intendant, and ſo they continue it ſeems. 
Come, march along, and do not infeft the reſt 
of your Socte!y with Scruples of no Avail ? 
What © Do you pretend to a Conſcience at laſt ? 
Tou want a Toleration, I warrant ? Were 
there not Women enough in the World, but you 
muft break into your Neighbours Paſture ? Con- 


ſider what a Confuſion in Families 2 have 


mage. An honeſt Man that never elop'd, but 
gade his Wife due Benevolence, if her Inconti- 
nence bad not gorg'd up all ber Reaſon, by your 
Encroachments, may be ford to ſee an Heir, 
that he thinks bis own, take after his real Fa- 
ther, and purſue ſuch vile Courſes as firſt breaks 
hts Brain to dive into the Cauſe, and aſter his 
Heart, to contemplate the Effefts. Thus to gra- 
tify your Lufis (a Spirt of human Paſſion)” 
you commit Murder, and ſow human Soctety 
with Diſtraction. I wonder you were not ſent 

| 1 along 
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along with the laſt Troop ;, I am ſure it had been 
filteſ? for you. Friend, ſays he tothe Declaimant, 
1 do not know yo; fray treat me like @ Gen- 
leman. Yes, yes, ſays the Intendant, we fhall 
make you gentle enough ;, and, to that Purpoſe our 
Orders are to begin burning at the Bottom. I be- 
lie ve you will ſhortly wiſh a Surgeon had jav'd us 
the Labour, Why, Friend, ſays he, you talk 
flrangely out of the Way -I am ſure a Dodlor 
of Phyſick calls it a natural Pleaſure z and 
what is natural, ſure can never be a Sin. Ho 
bo ! ſaid the Intendant, That's he that wiſh'd 
be had ſprung out of a Dunzhil, lite a Pompion. 
The jitteſt Feather-bed for ſuch foul Produttions. 
But come, come along with your goatiſh Frater- 
ity, and receive the full Rewards of ail your 
manly Proweſs. Neer hang an Arſe for your 
dirty Linen: You need not fear their following 
you in your Fate. As flippant as they were in 
their old Corporalities, if they continue as ſlippery 
as Eels, they will never flip thro the Fingers f 
their new Keepers, H: gave him a Laſh with 
his Whip, which was follow'd by every 
one upon the reſt, and down they went, 
howling and ſwearing in a moſt hideous 
Manner. 

Pray, who are all thoſe that are riſing 
vonder? ſaid I, caſting my Eyes on one Side 
me. Ob! reply'd he, that is a precious Ge- 
neralion. The Jews order'd them to be ſton'd 
to Death, and, if their Misfortunes had ended 
there, it bad been well for em. Thoſe are 

M 5 livey 
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they. that thought their Parents liv'd too long; 
and argue vaſtly logically that, becauſe they 


did not beget them for their own Sakes , their 


beſt Return for all their Pais and Care after, 
was Contempt and Dijreſpect. The Hereſy is 
pretty ancient, but modernly reviv'd, by a 
Rnipperdoling Doctor on Lud gate-hill. I it 
Poſſible, ſaid I, that there ever was ſuch a Race 
in human Mature? You have 1 plain before your 
Eyes, ſaid he; tho” forty to one, if you was to 
examine cloſely into the Maiter, all that could 
be laid to the Parents Charge, would amount 
to no more than a moderate Correction for a 
notericus Miſdemeanor ; an Over-care in their 
Education; or, as I jaid befcre, a living longer 
than they wiſd'd for or defir'd. - Thy, to ſay 
Truib, in the laſt Point, you might be for'd 
10 confeſs, that they, on ther Side, play'd their 
Filia! Parts ſo well, that if Undutifulneſs and 
Dijsbedience would have done the Buſineſs, their 
Parents had, long before they did, prevented 
their Wiſh's, and put an End to ſuch Cla- 
mours, I could not but turn my Eyes aſide 
and weed — And in the very Intrim they 
were out of Sight, and I could not ſay what 
became of 'em. My Guardian ſaw my Concern, 
and to divert it, Lc you there, ſays he, point- 
ing to another Quarter; What think, you ts 
coming there ® They are very numerous, ſaid I 
an Army , Tartars could hardly looꝶ more for- 
miduble. Zou have gueſs'd freity right, lays 
he, for they kill backwards, and flying, like the 


Par- 
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Parthian, which is a fort of a Tartar. 
Theje are that terrible Body call'd Apotheca- 
ries, Quacks, and Taylors. As ſoon as they 
mounted the Surface, they were drove for- 
ward by a Band of Fiends, who us'd them, 
indeed, without Mittings, as the Saying is. 
7*uy, ſays one of the Attendants, and gives 
his next Man a Laſh, who happen'd to be 
an Apothecary, To which he very ſoberly 
reply'd, Nat vexes me moſt is to be ranged 
along with the Taylors. So much Grace as we 
bad to be excus'd our Duiy to our Mater; 1 
wonder what tolerable Reaſon you can aſſign for 
our being rand in ſuch pauitry Company. Tour 
long and unconjcionable Bills, my Dear, ſaid his 
. Tatendant, fberw your Ajfinity, and you know it 
is dangerous to a Curſe, to jeparate thoje whom 
Heat n has jain'd. Mell? but, ſays a Quark 
near him, than we are out of the Dueſticn, 
for we never make any Bills ; but take what 
toe can get of People, Friend, replies the 
Intendant, it is all Buckrum, Slay-tape, and 
Canvaſ/s, and therefore I would adviſe you to 
march without murmuring: Your Doom is pu, 
and you muſt all troop to the one Hole you are 
deſtin'd to. Upon which he gave a Yerk 
with his Whip, and down they went to- 
gether. g 

There enſu'd a pretty long Interval which 
I wonder'd at, till my Conductor imform'd 
me, 1t proceeded from a hot Diſpute be- 
tween two Parties, whoſe Property it was 
to 
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to have the Precedence. The Brokers, Cheats, 
Street-Robbers, and Fick-Pockets, preſuming 
on their Numbers, were outrageouſly cla- 
morous 3 but the conteſting Party, by their 
great Moderation, got the better of *em. 
Upon which they came forward in regular 
Order, and by the Gentility of their Ap- 
pearance, I was led to apprehend, that they 
had Injury offer d them. You as little know 
the Men, ſays my Conductor, as they know 
themſelves. Theſe are the moſt worthleſs Part 
of all Human-kind. They are the Friendſhip 
Failers, continu'd he, who, maugre Intimacy, 
Obligation, or old once will mortgage 
their Gratitude to Fortune, and pawn their 
Honour to ſave their Purſes. Why, ſays one 
of 'em, as ſoon as near us, 1s i not à moſt 
monſtrous Thing, that I ſhould be oblig'd to 
take © Notice of a Man I never got by? It is 
irue, there did paſs many Tokens of Friend- 
ſhip between us, and were not mine reciprocal, 
fo long as he was able io bold it? Nay, ſays 
another next him, for tbat Matter, I did get 
Money by my Acquaintance , but I hope there 
is no Neceſſity of forming it into a fooliſh Sylo- 
giſn, that therefore I am oblig'd to part with 
any Part of what I git. Get you down for a 
Pair of is Sojhiſters (fer I am apt to think 
1:u are al alike) ſaid the Intendant, and re- 
cetve the Rewards of your Demerits; but tho? 
var god Grads were temporary, your Pu- 

niſhments 
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niſhments will be eternal; and down they 
went in a Chaſm to follow the others, 

So ſoon as ever they were deſcended, their 
Competitors burſt out of the Earth, like any 
Vulcano; and at the Head of em appear'd 
a Broker, with the Intendant cloſe at his 
Heels. Sir, ſays the Broker turning up- 
on him, I cannot divine what you mean 
by coupling me with ſuch a Parcel of Scoun- 
drels. Are Cheats, Street- Robbers, and Pick- 
Pockets fit Company for a Broker in Change- 
Alley ? The moſt propereſt in Life, reply*d the 
Intendant very demurely. I defy the Ni 
dom of a Nation to match it. In my Opinion, 
it is only charafteriſing in Short-hand, or, 
drawing at full Length in Miniature. Pleaſe 
ſeparately to conſult all the other Parties, and, 
dare forfeit my Place, if they do not every 
one look upon them/elves more aggriev'd than 


you. In ſhort, I dare anſwer for them, they 


will to a Man allow you to be Multum in 


Parvo : But altho that may ſhew your earthly 
Capacity, it will not give you Prebeminence in 
any Place, but that where you are going to. What 
does that Fellow murmur at ? cry'd the Squire 
of Conveyance. Can be think our Society not 
grievouſly injur d? The Difference he values him- 
ſelf upon, is merely in the Quantum, and there 
I hope Matters will be demurely diſcuſs d. For 
<vould it not be very hard that J, for only bor- 
rowing, perhaps, a gold Watch, or ſingle Snuff 
box, 
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box, ſhould undergo the Penalties and Penance 
due to a Wretch that has ruin'd whole Families, 
and by his Tricks, Lies, and Practices, made 
the Owners part with Watches, Plate, and 
Lands, and all * Pray rid us of their Compa- 


ny, cry'd another on the ſame Side; and if 


they will crack of their Carcaſes and Cendi— 
tion, let the Size of their Demerits apportion 
their Pun Yoments, without diſgracing honeſter 
People. The Broker was going to rejoin, 
when their Intendant bawl'd out; No more 
of theſe Bribble Brabbles; when you come to broil 
together, will be Time enough 10 diſcuſs your 
Points of Honcur, and, I promiſe veu, he that 
makes the beſt Fuel ſhall have my Vote. — The 
under Officers gave a malicious fer du oy 
with their T hroats, fo down they went to 
the reſt. 

Lock you, look you, ſari I to my Conductor; 
what a Sell there is in yen Quarter? They 


riſe in Clumps like Toad.ſtools in a Dungbil. J 


ſuppoſe, reply'd my Conductor, they preſume 
upon their Relation; and on that Scere flatter 
themſelves with better Uſage in the Place they 
are going to, than ever they gave any of their 
Fellow Creatures. Theſe are the Bailiffs, Al- 
tornies, and Sollicitors, See how the two firſt 
diſpute for Precedency. Ha! their Intendants 
has join'd them. He'll ſoon ſettle the Point 
doit heut a Bill in Equity. I could not but 
obſerve that one ot the Bailiffs very fami- 
larly 
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liarly offer'd to take one of the Fiends by 
the Hand, which the other was not half ſo 
eager to accept of. Upon which the Catch- 
pole, nothing at all daunted, harangu'd 
him thus; Dear Kinſman, hearing you want- 
ed Officers in your lower Regions, I have 
brought this noble Company to ſupply you. Pl 
paſs my Honour for their Fide:ity, promote em 
to what Places you pleaſe. If you want Slokers, 
here are a Parcel of Gentlemen” Attornies that 
bave made tt their Buſineſs, all their Lives, to 
foment and keep up the Flames between Newhbour 
and Neighbour ; ay, between Father and Son. If 
you want leſſer Incendiaries, hear are my Bre- 
thren the Solicitors ready at Hand; and for 
Evidence, your humble Servant, and his Bre- 
hren, do not doubt: to anſwer all Ca.!s ful 
Wreathock, Jones, and Campbell appear 
to relieve us. The Intendant, between Vexa- 
tion and Scorn, heard him ſo far : But 
his Patience being quite exhauſted; 27 
vile Race of Raſcals, ſaid he, do you think we 
wan fule Evidence here? Ze ſhall find to the 
contrary z your Villanies and Turpitudes are ail 
de cribed and delineated, and therefore get you 
gone and receive the full Rewards of em. 
A Lawyer hereupon ſtepp'd out, and of- 
jer'd to Demur, but the Intendant ſnapp'd 
him ſhort, and told him, The Court be was 
going to, might hear him if they would ; but 
for bis Part, he had heard los much of 
bim, 
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him to deſire io hear any more; ſo away 
they were all hurry'd without Bail or Main- 
Prize. 

Upon this, the Trumpets ſounded again, 
and there aroſe ſuch numberleſs Crouds, 
and in ſuch Confuſion and Affright, that it 
would be a fruitleſs Taſk to attempt a De- 
{cription. Some cry'd for one Thing, ſome 
for another. Males and Females intermix- 
ed reciprocally, reproaching one another for 
paſt Miſcarriages, and laying the Blame on 
all but themſelves, who were the only 
Blame-worthy. In the Middle of this Di- 
ſtraction, and juſt in the Centre of the 
Plain, a Throne deſcended, on which was 
ſeated a Perſon of inexpreſſible Sweetneſs, 
and yet awefal Majeſty, His Attendants 
were many, and of Aſpects equally bene- 
volent, but far ſhort in Glory. The Trum- 
pets continu'd founding till the Throne had 
reach'd the Earth, at which Time, all 
ceaſing at once, with an Air almoſt too 
majeſtick for a human Eye, he that ſat on 
the Throne pronounced the final Doom of 
all. The Earth, as if it took part, or ra- 
ther ſympathiz'd with its anguiſhing Iflue, 
trembled and ſhook ſo terribly, that I could 
never have kept my Feet, had I not been 
ſupported by my Guide and Conductor. 
Nevertheleſs, when the Throne aſcended 
(which it did as ſoon as the Sentence was 
pro- 
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pronounc'd) the Earth divided with ſuch a 
fearful Mouth, and ſo near me, that Sleep 
itſelf fled from the Terror, and left its 
Captive free to reflect on all that had paſs'd 
be fore his Imagination. I leave it to any 
Soul living to judge, whether I could avoid 
the Occaſion ; and I wiſh, with all my Soul, 
others may make no worſe Uſe of the ſeve- 
ral Particulars than 1 intend to do, 
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VISION XVIII. 


The horrid VIcR of COMMON SWEAR= 
ING expoſed. A new ACADEMY 
eſtabliſhed, and its Uſes. | 


F all the Vices now in Faſhion, and 
Truth itſelf muſt aſſent, that their 
Number is vaſt, none, in my Opinion, is fo 
unaccountable, as that of Common Swearing, 
The Gentry taught it the Rabble of Porters, 
Draymen, Carmen, and Cinder- wenches ; 
and have the Pleaſure now of finding them- 
ſelves quite diſtanced by their Pupils. And 
yet, what is moſt wondertul in the whole 
Matter is, that thoſe their grand Receptors, 
tho? they find themſelves quite thrown out of the 
Saddle, cannot prevail upon themſelves to quit 
the Practice, tho” they hear and ſee themfelves 
every Hour of the Day to be no other than 
the meer Mimicks of thoſe their vulgar Diſci- 
ples. If either Profit or Pleaſure were to be 
pleaded, ſomewhat might be offered in Alle- 
viation of the Folly ; but as when taxed, 
they dare acknowledge neither, but are 


forced to fly to that pityful Aſylum, Cuſtom : | 
How 


— 
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How wretched a Repreſentation of their 
boaſted fine Parts do they offer the World in 
their obſtinate Perſeverance? But, perhaps, 
like other Hereſiarchs, they may hold it 
ſhameful ro recant : Let them, then, only ſhew 
their Diſlike of the Practice by relinquiſhing the * 
Diſeaſe, they will both ways ſave the Shame 
they fear, and, at the ſame Time, evince to 
their Friends, that they remain capable of 
acting like Gentlemen and reaſonable Creatures. 
Under their preſent Situation they do nei- 
ther; on the contrary, they act in Oppoſition 
to both. As Gentlemen, tho? they ſhould 
pride themſelves in being Promulgers (for as 
to Invention, I do not. doubt but Lucifer 
would clap in a prior Plea) ſo long as they 
find themſelves far out-done by the Scum 
and Dregs of Mankind, what new Honour 
can it add to their Creſt, or rather, will it 
not be a heinous Blot in their Eſcutcheon, to 
continue Rivals to ſuch poor Competitors ? 
Why ſhould they not rather chooſe to wreſtle 
with a Chimney-ſweeper ? or play at Foot- 
ball with a Gold- finder? There is the ſame 
Folly in one, and there is not the ſame Inde- 
cency in eicher. Soot and Ordure only defile 
the Outſide; but the other affects the Morals, 
and breaks in upon every Part of his Cha- 
racter, either as a fine Gentleman, or a 
Chriſtian. As a reaſonable Creature he acts 
herein, much more inconſiſtently; ſince every 
Oath, I mean the vain Oath, s an Infraction 


upon 
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upon civil Society, which, if Penalties would 
do, has provided againſt them, not only to 
ſhew the Viciouſneſs of the Practice, but to 
preſerve a Reverence for all ſuch as were 
wiſely eſtabliſhed for the good of Govern- 
ment. An Oath, ſays the Apoſtle, is an End 
of all Strife ; but the Oaths that come out 
of the Halt-penny Mint of theſe Sciolifts, are 
moſtly juſt the reverſe, being generally the 
Foſter- father of Strife, Contention, and often 
of Murder itſelf. They are certainly an Oar 
dug out of the loweſt Mines of Hell, that 
bears the Stamp of the Devil; for which Rea- 
ſon the Coin will paſs no where but in his 
own Dominions, and amongſt his own 
Creatures. 

I lay'd myſelf down full of this juſt Re- 
ſentment, and made my Court to ſleep, but 
ſhe was coy, and a long while refiſted every 
Overture. At laſt, taking pity of my Impor- 
tunities, ſhe fix'd herſelf upon my Eye-lids, 
and fat ſo cloſe, that I had loſt a Senſe of 
every Thing: But I did not long remain in 
that happy Situation ; for I found myſelf in 
a Place ſo hideous, and Company ſo agree- 
able to it, that I had no ſooner ſet a Foot 
in it, but I was preparing to draw it back 
for a Retreat. I is to no purpoſe, ſaid an ill- 
favourd Devil, who had got between me 
and the Door: You muſt ſtay till the Council 
riſes before I can let you out. However, if 
You will do as you are bid, and ſay nothing but in 

Anſwer 
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Anſcwer to ſuch Queſtions as may be asked, you 
need not be frighted ; you will find yourſelf in 
very civil Company, and ſafe enough. My 
Eyes ach'd, methought, every Time I caſt 
em upon him, and yet it was not in my 
Power to keep 'em off, tho* there were many 
of more ugly Aſpects, and few better. I 
was, however, under a grievous Conſterna- 
tion, not knowing where I was, nor who I 
was with, till a large Table was brought in, 
and every one took his Seat in Order. This 
Formality ſerved no ways to diſſipate, but 
encreaſed my Horror; and I was ſtill caſting 
an Eye towards the Door, reſolving, not- 
"withſtanding the pry of my Elbow 
Friend, to take the firſt Opportunity that 
ſhould offer of an Eſcape. | 

When Silence had been thrice commanded, 
by a Voice ſo hoarſe as render'd it perfectly 
retrograde to Harmony, one at the upper 
End of the Table, whom I found after to 
be Preſident for the Day, rifing up, deliver'd 
himſelf in the Manner and Form following; 


Friends and Alles, 


cc E are here, according to Summors, 
40 met together, to conſult upon 
Ways and Means to enlarge our Domi- 
« nions, and baffle, to the utmoſt of our 
% Powers, the Deſigns and Decrees of our 
* firſt Perſecutor and Tyrant. All our Plots 
« and Contrivances that way have hitherto 
«© prov'd 
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4 provd fruitleſs. But an Emiſſary of ours, juſt 
&« return'd from his earthly Delegation, brings, 
„as he fays, ſuch a Chain of uſeful Diſco- 
4% veries, that, if rightly improved, may 
% have a glorious Tendency and Effect to- 
« wards what we have been ſo long ſeeking 
e after, and will, propitiouſly, anſwer the 
% Burden of all our Wiſhes, Plots and 
«© Councils, The Deſtruction of his new- 
& created Favourite has been our original 
« Study, and not a Spirit here preſent, I 
& dare aver for the whole, but retains the 
« ſame Zeal of IIll-will, and the fame Seeds 
« of Enmity, that our great Leader firſt 
« inſpird us with. Therefore, let us hear 
« what our Emiſſary has to offer, reſolve 
„ upon the Matter as we ſhail find Occa- 
« ſion, and exert all our Powers to put 
«© thoſe Reſolutions into Execution.“ 


There was a ſudden Buz of Approbation, 
and the Emiſſary was order'd in; but how 
was I ſurpriſed to fee, in the Perſon of an 
old Templer of my Acqua intance, the Emiſ- 
fary in Queſtion. My Thoughts had been 
all upon the Hurry during the Interval of 
his Entrance, but every Faculty was excru- 
ciated on his very Appearance. Bleſs me, 
thought I with myſelf, is it the Part of 


Man to invade the Purlieus of Hell, and 


become a vile Traytor to his own Species, 
to ingratiate with the Devil? But he was 


got 
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got up to the Bar, which, and to gratify my 
Curioſity in the Hearing his Relation, put 
a ſtop, at preſent, to all further expoſtula- 
tory Soliloquies. After one or two clarify- 
ing Hems, the antique Barriſter began as Fd 
follows : 


| 
Moſt excellent, and my very good grand Ma- x 
ſters of this Lodge, 1 
Look upon it to be the Part of eve | | 

faithful Delegate to give this venerable, | 
ns well as honourable Board, a true Account 1 
of the Diſcharge of his Commiſſion; in 
& which doing, it will inevitably follow, that 
« he muſt lay before you all the Services 
© he has already done, as well as the Obſer- 
c yations he has made, and the Platform he 
& has lay'd, in order to do more. By all 
« which, you will better judge, whether or 
« no he is fit to be retained and encouraged 

« for further Service. 

« And firſt, as to my Services. In a 
plain Account of which I am not ap- 
« prehenſive, but I ſhall convince every 
«« Member of this Council, that they were 
« not miſtaken in their Election, neither in 
« Point of Qualification, or Zea] and In- 
“ duftry. So ſoon as I had opened my 

„ Commiſſion, and read my Inſtructions, I 
&« faithfully and induſtriouſly ſet myſelf about 
e the great Work of propagating infidelity : 
« Many Fellow-labourers 1 tound ready, ne- 
„ yertheleſs, 
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vertheleſs, to increaſe em: I found it 
highly neceſſary to eſtabliſh a Club at 
a Coffee-Houſe in my Neighbourhood. 
But neither of theſe promiſing Works 
fully anſwer'd, for there was a Set of ſober 
Villains, that, in Oppoſition to our great 
Deſigns, as faſt as we could publiſh, pub- 
liſn'd upon us, and, before the unwary 
could imbibe the Poiſon, diſpers'd what 
they calPd an Antidote. Thus, tho* we 
triumph'd, they run away with the Tro- 
phies, and left our Lahours abortive of 
every thing but waſte Paper. 

« To remedy this Calamity, I prevail'd 
upon a Friend of ours to write the Inde- 


% pendant Whig , and the Pill being dou- 
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ble gilt, was ſwallow'd pretty greedily, 
with a great deal of Pleaſure to our Party; 
but the over-iorward Simpleton muſt needs 
go and tranſlate, which he did ſo bung- 
lingly, that he gave his Enemies an Op- 
portunity of laying him open, by mani- 
teſtly demonſtrating he did not underſtand 
his Author. He had prepar'd, indeed, 
ſome Diſſertatione, which might have been 
uſeful, had he not clap'd 'em into the fame 
Work, to which they were no more ana— 
lagous than rotten Eggs to Butter. This, 
for the preſent, has wholly enervated the 
Power of his Zeal, but I intend to prevail 
upon him to put 'em in diſtinct Papers, 
which, I am certain, his known 2 
© an 
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and his Care of the good old Cauſe will 
never permit him to reſiſt, and that, I flat- 
ter myſelt, will be of good Effect, eſpe- 
cially if a way can be found to keep thoſe 
avow'd Enemies of ours ſilent under their 
preſent Notion of his not being worthy 
Regard or Anſwer. 

„ In the mean Time, to lay the Ax at 
the Root, and at once ſtrike a bold Stroke 
for the Prize, I made it my Buſineſs to 
inſinuate myſelf into the Company of ſome 
of the Clergy. You may be ſure I ma- 
nag'd this Card with due Caution, and fix'd 
upon none but ſuch whoſe Principles ſeem'd 
to have a Bent our way. To my WiſhI 
ſucceeded, and the old Fable of Abraham, . 
and the Sacrifice of his Son, long engag'd 
and diverted ; but an unlucky Dog or two 
of the fame Order took him to pieces, and 
lett my poor Prize-fighter without a Word 
more to the Purpole. Not diſcourag'd, 
but whetted rather, I try'd others who 
enter*d upon other Methods. What Time 
may produce I cannot tell; but I have 
great Hopes that a Pair of Right Reve- 
rends will come over entirely to our Side, 
eſpecially if our grand Adverſary at Lam- 
beth out-lives a Year or two longer. 

« But what I moſt build upon is, not the 
Degeneracy, but the Proficiency of Man- 
kind at the Art of Swearing. Oaths and 
Curſes are lo common grown in every 
VOL. 1. | N | “ Street, 
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Street, that I defy the Realms we live in 
to out- do them. Every Step you take, you 
would think you met with a Devil in the 
Shape of a Man, and, which would be ad- 
mirable (if it was not a ſtated Maxim, that 
Women exceed in Cruelty and Evil) the 
Females quite diſtance the Males. They 
do not, indeed, come fo prettily out of 
their muſica] Pipes at preſent; but to fit 
*em properly for their Gouſt, and to teach 
them how to pronounce ſonorouſly, before 
L left the Place, I eſtabliſh'd an Academy 
at the right End of the Town, where 
Boarders are taken in at reaſonable Rates, 
and thoſe who are too baſhtul to appear 
Abroad, may be taught at Home. 

« This, may it pleaſe your Excellencies, 
is what I moſt build my Hopes upon; for 
if the daily, nay hourly, nay minutely 
Profanation of the holy Name, as they 
call it, will not lead to Infidelity, what 
I wonder will? However, the better to 
enfure the Trap, I have made a Party with 
one or two Noblemen, who are very well 
with the Miniſtry, who, in Juſtification 
of their own high Practice, have promis'd 
to uſe their Endeavours for a Proclamation, 
if not for the Encouragement, for the 
Connivance at thoſe, who, againſt Na- 
ture, follow Cuſtom in thoſe Exuberancies. 
If that fails, I doubt not to engage em to 


obtain Inſtructions to the Juſtices, not only 
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not to diſcountenance other People, but 
to ſwear themſelves, which may perhaps 
be tantamount to a Proclamation. 

„% Knowing nothing ſo likely to anſwer 
our great End as this, I have lay'd out, 
latterly, moſt of my Thoughts and Pains 
that way. I have encourag'd the Induſtri- 
ous, I have ſtimulated the Baſhful with 
Rewards of Praiſe and Pence. But after 
all, I muſt confeſs, nothing has been ſo 
prevalent as the Example of Superiore, 
Some to ape Quality, others to demon- 


ſtrate the Bravery of their Minds, and 


that they ſcorn to be out- done by their Bet- 
ters; and many by the way of an Emula- 
tion in Politeneſs; few, very few of either 
the Sreat or the Little but what have en- 
ter'd themſelves in your Service; inſo- 
much, that when they come down to claim 
their Inheritance here, I dare aver in their 
Favour, you will find *em all Proficients, 
and that my Fidelity and Induſtry has fav'd 
you the Charge and Trouble of School- 
Maſters. 


« And yet there is one Thing, which, if 


I might propoſe — But are we all within 
ourſelves Are the Doors ſhut? ” Ar 


theſe Words my very Heart ſhrunk within 
me, for I thought within myſelf I ſhall now 
certainly be either puniſh'd, or enſnar'd —— 
When the Porter, who was equally appre- 
henſive with myſelf, came up to me, and, 
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with a confounded large cloven Paw, cover'd 


me more perfectly than either Umbrella or 


Cloak could have done, inſomuch, that 1 
was unſeen to myſelf, and then bawl'd out 
in a Tone that made me tremble, 2786, yes, all 
is ſafe. Here are none but Friends For I 
found he had more Wir than to truſt my 
Courage; after which the Emiſſary went on. 

e believe you have in your Keeping a long 
<< thin-gutted meagre Wretch of whom you 
« might make a moſt excellent Uſe in the 
c preſent Conjuncture. While he was on 
% Earth, before, he never ſtuck at any thing, 
&« and therefore I am apt to think he can 
« have loſt none of thoſe exceeding neceſſary 
„ Qualifications here. He will be glad to 
ce take a Journey, it it be but to ſhake Hands 
« with thoſe of his own Dye, and, under 
« Hopes of your Favour, would eaſily be 
&« induc'd to proſecute his old Schemes, in 
ce order to throw all into Confuſion, which 
«© ever Was his Aim, Intent, and Ambition. 
« And he is perfectly calculated for that 
« Work, being of ſo infinuating a Nature, 
«© that nothing that hears can reliſt, and of 
“ ſo preſumpruous a Genius, that he will re- 
« fuſe nothing you can propoſe. I do not 
& hear any preſent offer to aſk his Name; 
| may fairly conclude, 
« that my very Character has pointed our, 
ce that it can be no other than Fergu/on.” The 
Aſſembly gave a Hum of Approbation, and 
he went on. 53 


— 
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*« This Man, fo ſent, will be of infinite 
« Uſe to you in more Reſpects than a few. 
% Formerly, like the reſt of his Country- 
men, they that gave moſt were ſure of 
e him. But here it is otherwiſe ; for know- 
ing what he is to truſt to, and no Poſſibi- 
& lity of ſuperior Intereſt preſenting, he muſt 
& be faithful, However, if you have any 
& Apprehenſions, fend me for a Check, and 
« Þ'l] be reſponſible. 

« As to the Advantages I propoſe, they 
c are almoſt ſelf-evident. We all know the 
« Nationality of the People; can it be ima- 
ce gin'd, then, one of his inſinuating Nature 
© can fail of making a good, a right Uſe of 
c ſuch a favourable Circumſtance ? Are there 
none ſurviving of his enterprizing Genius? 
“ Or has he forgot how to make a Cul ? 
% No! If there be one among a hundred, 
* nay, among Five hundred, PI] engage 
« he] ſclect him. And then it is my Opi- 
nion, to ſelect is to ſeduce, and make him 
„ intirely of his Party. Beſides, we know 
© the Man is ſo much to the Tooth of his 
« Country, ſo agreable in Principle and 
& Practice, that it would be next to, if not 
« more than, a Miracle if he ſhould fail in 
any Operation. 

Jo put the Matter out of doubt, I can 
& ſingle out for him one, nay, two, of his 
* own Shape, Contexture, and Country, 
« who love dearly to fignalize themſelves 
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by their Singularity, and oppoſe a publick 
Good purely for the ſake of Oppoſition. 
His own well-known Principle mutt endear 
them to him, and him to them: And 
they nave ſuch an Intereſt, that, if they 
once engage, they can countenance Inft- 
delity, common Swearing, W horedom by 
Practice, and even all the ſeven deadly Sins, 
and ſeven more to them. 

% What an Advantage, then, may we 
promiſe to accrue to the good old Cauſe 
from ſuch Allies. Publick Good obſtructed, 
the Church made ſubſervient to the Kirk, 
and what ſome, miſtakenly, call good and 
honeſt Men, quite out of Faſhion ; muſt 
not Adultery, Fornication, and Infidelity, 
ſucceed, and take their Places? Will not 
Merit, in Courſe, change its Apparel 3 
and ſober, conſiderate Niſies be ſent a 
begging ? French, Scotch, and 1rifþ, only, 
ſhall be entertain'd in great Men's Houles, 
and Oaths, and common Swearing, be the 
diſtinguiſhing Dialect of able and faithful 
Servants, as well as Maſters, competent. 


Such a general Confuſion, mult, like the 
general Conflagration they talk of, not feed 
our Malice by piecemeal], but fill your 


Drag-Nets top full, and by wholeſale. 
And I, for my Part, ſhall] abundantly re- 
Joice under the infinite Satisfaction of ha- 
ving conſcientiouſly diſcharg'd my Truſt, 
and brought Regiments of unwary People 
under my own Dilemma, 6 The 
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The Aſſembly gave a loud Hem of Ap- 
plauſe, which ſet all my Faculties into freſh 
Labour; but what put me under the greateſt 
Conſternation and Affright, was, my. officious 
Fiend, the Porter, being oblig'd to with- 
draw his monſtrous Umbrella to his own Uſe, 
left me expos'd to the open View of the infer- 
nal Cabal; and, methought, at that very 
Inſtant, the more infernal Emiſſary, fixing 
his Eyes upon me, was advancing with all the 
Tokens of Rage, Malice, and Revenge, thar 
I gave myſelf quite over for loſt 3 and it cer- 
tainly ſo had iſſu'd, if gentle Sleep had not in 
a Fright, rather than Compaſſion, been oblig'd 
to quit her Hold, and leave me as ſhe firſt 
found me. 


N 4 VISIOX 
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The NEW OGL10; or, a DIS H for 
the DEVICE * 


HE Oz, is reckon'd among the 

choice Diſhes of the Spaniards, and 
in as great an h ſteem with them as the Hotch- 
Poich is with their Antipodes the Scots. (But 
leſt I ſhould be condemn'd: in Point of Geo- 
graphy, I give my Reader to underſtand, 
that I mean not, by Antipodes, Situation, 
but Manners). They are both compos'd of 
Medlies of various Meats, only the Spaniard 
having the Advantage of Spice and Garlick, 


take care ſo to overioad it, that all Taſte of 


the other Ingredients is intirely loſt. It was 
to a Diſh of this curious Complexion -that I 
was other Day invited by a SHauiſ Merchant 
in the City. Knowing pretty well' my Pa- 
late, he had order'd his Cook to ſlacken his 
Hand in thoſe Spani/h Particulars; fo that 
when it came to Table, I found a little Taſte 
of the nouriſhing and uſeful Part : But ano- 
ther, that had liv'd longer in Spain, com- 
7 of its want of Reliſh, for want of Gar- 
ick, Sc. I ſmil'd, but ſaid . 
as 
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ſays my Hoſt, 10 have made it to your Tooth, 
a Neighbour of your*s would have thought it an 
Oglio for eld Nick. And, in my Opinion, ſays 
the old Don, this is fitter, by half, for bin. 
Aal ſay you, Sir, directing himſelf to me, 
ſpeak your "Mind freely and candidly. Why, 
Sir, reply'd I, you have both 2 very frankly 
given your 1279 Oglios 10 the Devil; but if Twas 
to: provide one, I am ſure 1 —_ cook more t9 
his Palate. Pr'ythee let us bear it, ſays mv 


Hoſt, Ns, Gentlemen, ſaid I, there are Terms 


of Art, which, omitted, cu, be an Error of 
the fir/t Concoftton. Beſide, every Irue Receipt 


ought to be ſupported by due Method, Terms and 
Rules; . but againſt our next Meeting, be it as 
foon as you will, 1 will have il ready draton up 
to /ay ore you, and take your — 
With a good deal of Pleaſantry all Things 
were agreed, and the Time of Meeting at. 
fix'd. 

At the Time of Meeting, after Dinner was 
over, I produc'd my Receipt under this Title. 


An Odi for the DEvil. 


Our Holt imagining ſomewhat whimſical, 
clapt it into his Pocket, and, notwithſtanding 
all cheir Entreaties, would not ſubmit i o 
Read ing, till we had taken a Bottle; when, 
finding his Company pretty chearful, and duly 
prep ar'd to be merry, he pulPd it out and 
read as follows: 


) 


N « Take 
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& Take a Rake, a Sodomite, and a Leacher, 
beat 'em well together, then mix 'em up 
« with Brimſtone, Aqua Fortis, and Mercury ;, 
© and you will find old Nick will hardly have 


Fhatience to ſtay the ſerving up. 
N. B. If they are all in one the better. 


My Hoſt, readily gueſſing where the Satire 
was levell'd, look'd, at firſt, fomewhat upon 
the Demure; but ſoon recovering himſelf, lays 
he, looking upon me, Ve flatter'd ourſelves 
with a Difh for our own Entertainment, but you 
bave transfer'd us to a Table, that, I dare 

der, none of this Company will care to come 10. 
4 bave made good my Undertaking, ſaid I, and 
follow'd my Orders. An Oglio for the Devil 
was my firſt, and I have ſpoke my Mind can- 
didly and freely for the ſecond. He that can 
mend it may; or, if be dijrdiſh any of the Ingre- 
dients, let bim frovide better. After ſome 
little Raillery, and ſome little Squibs of Wit, 
by way of Criticiſm, on my poor Skill in 
Cookery, the Company broke up, leaving 
only me and my Hoſt together. 1 found he 
wasat a fort of a Non-plus how to break into 
a Diſcourſe upon paſt Paffages ; for tho' he 
did not ſcem to be quite difpleas'd, neverthe- 
Icts, not being yet let into the Drift, he did not 
ſcem to receive it with his wonted Good- 
humour. 

In order to relieve him, at laſt, faid I, 77 7s 
an unaccountable Thins lo me, that People of to!- 

lerabie 
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lerable good Senſe and Parts, can travel and 
reſide in foreign Countries, and there take more 
Pains to imbibe their evil Cuſtoms, than would 
ſerve to enable em to preſerve the Good they car- 


ryd out of their own. It muſt proceed either 
from a Levity of Mind, or ſome natural Addic- 
tion to Variety. Tam not altogether of your Opi- 
nion, replies my Hoſt, Want of true Fuagment 
may be the Thing as well as either of the other © 
For want of Fudzment, in my Opinion, whether 
in Man of Senſe, or no Senſe, is the Root of moſt- 
Men's idle Afions. I could not but take this 
latter repititive Part to be wholly levelPFd at 
myſelf, and, therefore, very gravely return'd, 
And pray, faid I, may not a Man ſhew as 
great a want of Fudgment in arraigning Actions 
by Appearances * Who can doubt it? anſwer'd 
my Hoſt, and if you will take what I ſaid to 
yourſelf, you will, in ſo doing, ſtand an Inſtance 
of that want of Fudgment I was ſpeaking : 
And, to demonſtrate to you that I could have no 
fuch Meaning as you imagin'd, but that I was 
aware of your Deſign, you might bave noted that 
T omitted to read your Nota Bena at the End of 
your Receipt, becauſe I was apprehenſive it 
might have look'd a little too particular. The 
Gentleman, as you obſerve, has liv'd ſome Time 
in Spain, where he imbib'd, indeed, all their 
Vices, without bringing back one of their Vertues. 
He marry'd as ſoon as be came over , Fortune, 1 
{uppoſe, the main Inducement : For, ibo he bad 
a Wife irreproachally vertuous, be treated her 
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with the ulmoſt Air of a Spaniard. Nay, he 
carry d jome of his Extravagancies to ſuch a Thisbt, 
that all agreed be broke her Heart. Every one 
expected he would have marryd again; but thoſe, 
who, perhaps, beſt knew him, alledge, that be 
had taken up an odder way of Livelybood. You 
may ceonder, ferbaps, after my Knowledze of all 
this, why 1 maintain my Acquaintance. M 1 
ſhall offer in Abatement or Excuſe is Ibis, that we 
ivd together beyond Sea for ſome Years, and, 
while there, I receiv'd, at his Hands, not a feto 
Teſts of ſomewhat like Friendſhip. 

Perceiving he made a Stop; Sir, faid I, 70 
your ſhort Account of bis middle Life, I deſire J 
may have leave to add a Prolegue and an Epi- 
logue, to make Matters a lilile compleat ;, and, for 
this Reaſon, that as you bave juſtify d yourſeff, 
I may bave the fame Liberty. He was juſt out 
of his Time the Tear I came lo London, and had 
then the Character, and well ſupported it, of be- 
ing one of the vileſt Rakes in Town, He ſtuct at 
a: thing io gratify bis vicigus Inclinations; inſo- 
much, that bis Maſjler, many Tears, and more 
than once before his Time was out, had ſent to his 
Parents to take bim kome, and all bis Mone 
with him. This was what they dreaded ( for 
they were well acquainted of his Exploits) and, 
therefore, by the great Verlues of a Sum of Money, 
they obtain'd a Grant for lis civil Tranſportation. 
So it was, and there, it ſeems, jeu knew the 


beſt of bim. 


After 


After the Death of bis poor Lady, you follow'd 
him a little, but very favourably. However, 1 
am of your Mind, Paſſages, of that borrid Na- 
ture, are too atroce for Repetition ; I will leave 
him, therefore, under the ſame Ordure; for- no 
wiſe Man can affeft raking too much in a Dung- 
Bill. And yet there is one thing which I muſt 
mention to you, which will ſerve to compleat his 
Charafter, and which, I dare believe, your 
Ears have not yet been ſyring'd with. Thu, 
when I tell it you, J expect all the Diffidence and 
Diſtruſt you can make yourſelf Maſter f; for I 
profeſs to you, T ſhould not myfelf have given the Re- 
lation Credit, had I not receiv'd it from an, Eye 
Witneſs. Pray to the Story, ſaid my Hoſt, 
and ceaſe to excruciate my Curioſity. 

You know, ſaid I, his Houſe is pretty near one 
of our Tins of Cours; from which, laſt Week, 
he takes Coach, not his own you may depend 
upon't, and, without Footman, or any Alten. 
dance, orders the Coachman to drive to a certain 
Tavern in the Strand. Jove is a going à Bul- 
ling, I find, ſaid my Hoſt, but proceed, I be- 
feech you. When he was ſet down, he goes to the 
Bar, and asks for the Number agreed on, and 
was immediately led up by the Drawer, and into a 
Room where were two Bona Robas, richly ac- 
coutred, ready to receive bim. Tuo, ſays my 
Hoſt, not able to contain, 10 more £ Poor 
Tom Thimble, 

Supper was ſery'd up, and a rich one it was 
and it is hardly to be doubled, the Company con- 

ſider'd, 
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ider d, but they ſtrove to play their Parts, and, 
by their good Eating, fhew their good Liking; for 
fuch fort of Cattle never want Stomachs when they 
have any thing to gratify their Palates. Forgive 
my little Interruptions, ſays my Hoſt, in a 
Hiſtory of this curious Nature they are unavoid- 
able. Do you know what cas their Bill of Fare? 
I was not fo inquiſitive to ast, anſwer'd I, The 
greateſt Perfettion of an Hiſtorian of this kind, 
laid my Hoſt, omitted ! Let the Sum total ſup- 
ply that Defef, ſaid I, and that I was told 
without asking, amounted to five Guineas. 
However, when they had ſufficiently loaded Na- 
ture, and the Cloth was taken away, two Flasks 
of Cbampaigne, and two of Burgundy, were ſet 
on the Table, and the Drawer order'd to with- 
draw, and not to dare again 10 enter til! calPd 
for. You know the Drawers of every Tavern 
take care io have their Peep- Holes in every Room, 
and whether it proceeded from the Sirifineſs of the 
Prohibiticn, or cuſtomary Curicſity, I cannot ſay, 
but the Drawer made bold to make uſe of one; 
when be ſaw— Pryibee what? ſaid my Hoſt, 
finding me make a Stop, Ri/im teneatis, . ſaid 
I, faith I can't tell, ſaid my Hoſt, 7ill 1 hear, 
What was it? What, anſwer'd I, would bave 
made the crying Philoſopher burſt bis Sides with 
laughing, or the laughing Philoſopher bis [t his 
Eyes with crying — That's no Anſwer to my Que 
tion, ſaid my Hoſt, ſomewhat peeviſhly. 
The Pair of Bona Robas, with Rods in ther 
Hands, flogging the old Leacher — Had you this 
from 
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from the Drawer ? ſaid my Hoſt, No, Sir, ſaid 
I, but I bad it from a Frieud of mine, who hap- 
pen'd, at that very Time, to be in the Tavern, 
and, who having been a good Benefactor to the 
Drawer, in point of Gratitude, he call'd bim, as 
knowing the Party, from his Company, to take a 
Part of the Show, 

MyHofttook twoor three Turns the Length 
of the Room, before Vexation would let him 
ſpeak. At laſt, ſaid he, Had T been ac- 
quainted with the Grounds you went upon, be 
ſhould have had it through both his Ears; and, 
if I live, ſo he may ſtill, Piſb, ſaid I, perhaps 
bell deny it — Or, perhaps, laugh at it Men 
of his Kidney are not eaſily put out of Counte- 
nance. It's no Matter, faid he, ibis has xd 
fome Reſolutions th at I have been long conſidering l 
of — Why, faid I, inſtead of diverting you, I | 
iind I bave made you uneaſy ; and, therefore, 
I will take my Leave. No! you have oblig'd me, 
ſaid he, and to ſbeto it, oblige me a lilils farther, 
and ſlay and take one peremptory Bottle. With- 
out waiting for any Anſwer, the Servant was 
calPd, the Bottle came up, which we took 
leiſurely off, without one Word of the Story ; 
yet, tho* our Diſcourſe ran upon indifferent 
Matters, I could perceive little uneafy Inter- 1 
jections now and then break from him, in 
ipight of all his Endeavours to conceal *em. 
1 he Bottle off, I went home, not very greatly 
diffatisfy*d, at thoſe little Difatisfactions. 


I had 
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I had drank ſomewhat more liberally than 
T uſually allow myſelf (tho? nothing to diſ- 
order) ſo I got to Bed as faſt as conveniently 
I could. It will hardly be ſuppos'd, when 
Jaid down, but the Paſſages of the Day were 
reflected on. And the little Anxity I had 
given my Hoſt, did not want its Share; ne- 
vertheleſs, when I conſider'd the good Effect 
it might produce, I could not but ablolve 
mylelf : For let ſiniſter Souls entertain what 
Notions they pleaſe, as to Acts of Good- 
will, or Friendſhip, it was ever my Opinion, 
that the Character of a Friend, ought to be 
every honeſt Man's Concern; and having heard 
my Hoſt a little too freely dealt with, upon 
the Account of the Intimacy between 'em, I 
had long waited for the Opportunity, which 
was thus accidentally put into my Hands. 
Under this Conſolation, I went to fleep. 

1 was got” into a ſtately Hall, where, at a 
round Table, in the Middle of it, methought, 
were fat three grave old Gentlemen, whoſe 
Faces I had ſeen too often not to remember 
they were the three Judges, Minos, acus, 
and Rhadamanthus. They ſeem'd more ſe— 
rious and ſolemn than ever I had before ſeen 
'em; and, by their Debate, a Matter of 
vaſt Concern. employ'd 'em: For, ſaid Mi- 
nos, riſing up, at this Rate Mankind will go 
on and fin in Defiance of Hell, and all its Tor- 
ments, Three ſuch groſs Tniquities to be found in 

| one 
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one Perſon, any one of which would demand the 
greateſt Puniſhments ever yet inflifted in Hell, 
What can be done? To paſs it in the ordinary 
Courſe, Mankind would grow audacious, and 
inſult our Terrors. *Tis very true, laid AEacus, 
but what Addition can be made to Eternity -In 
point of Duration, you are in the Right, ſaid 
Rhadamanthus;, but as Degrees of Bliſs are 
appointed ſuitable to the Degrees of Vertue, I can- 
nos fee why Vice ſhould want its Degrees of Tor- 
ment ſuitable to the Merits of each particular 
Votary. Murder had a Place originally aſſign'd 
16; Adultery next to that : Where then ſuch a 
Complication ef Iniquities meet in one Perſon, let 
his Torments declare the Fertility of his Genius, 
and let the Wretch alternately ſuffer in every one. 
Is is our Buſineſs, reply'd Minos, to' do equitable 
Juſtice; but no Part of our Orders to ſeek out 
exquiſite Tortures , that is the proper Employ of 
Friends. My Opinion, therefore, is, that the 
everal Delinquencies of the Wretch accusd, be 
notify d to the infer nal Fanezaries, and leave it 
to them lo invent a. ſuitable Torment, The Pro- 
poſal was agreed to, and a Brace of 'em calPd 
in, to whom the whole Matter was laid open, 
and Orders given, only Rhadamanthus, juſt 
on their going out, wiſh'd to remark, That 
Sodomy, one of the Crimes, had been, in its very 
Infancy, viſited with Fire from Heaven. Upon 
which they went out, and return'd 1n a trice, 
with the Criminal ty'd to a flaming Chariot, 
himſelt 
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himſelf all in Flames, and laſh'd along by two 
of the Janezaries, with Rods on Fire. But 
how amaz'd was I to ſee the Party the ſame 
I had din'd with the Day preceding, and 
roaring, as he mov'd, moſt bitterly. Ic 
wak'd me, but with a deep Sigh, and this 
melancholly Ejaculation, How ſudden, and 
loco bitter, are Celeſtial Fudgments ! | 
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eee 
Vision 2* 


Of JUSTICES, Tinerant and Serious. 


HO can have any Thing to ſay 
againſt this wiſe Inſtitution ? Or, 

what Man in his Senſes pretend to arraign 
this noble Eſtabliſhment ? A Bench of Juſ- 
tices, when compos'd of Men of Worth and 
Integrity, and nobly anſwering their Ends in 
— Vice, in maintaining good Neigh- 
ourh and Amity, and in encouraging 
Honeſty and Induſtry where-ever they find it, 
may juſtly be ſaid to be the Glory of our 
Nation. And it 1s to be hop'd, that even 
in any Meetings of the Juſtices, if there 1s 
a Quorum, a Majority will always be found 
ready to proſecute thoſe good Ends of their 
Commiſſion, Tho' they were not ſworn to 
it, their own Honour and Probity will co- 
erce even their Inclinations, and Juſtice muſt 
prevail, I may ſay, in ſpight of itſelf. But 
where, you'll lay, is the Majority in a ſingle 
Perſon ? He may almoſt make his Will a 
Law, and give his Warrants, and diſtribute 
his Mittimus's without Controul, It is very 
true 
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true, he may ſo; but ſome even of thoſe 
have found, to their Sorrow and Coſt, an 
After- reckoning, that has taught 'em a little 


more Caution in future. 


True it is, it were a great Pity any of this 
Claſs ſhould ever diſgrace the royal Authori- 
ty deputed to them; as in Fact, it muſt be 
granted, all do that circumvent the Law by 


not rightly diſcharging their Truſt, 


or pro- 


tracting Juſtice out of [ntere/t or Affecl ion. 
I look upon the Law of Qualification of Juſ- 
tices of the Peace as an excellent Act, and 
much tending to the publick Emolument : 
But | hope I may be pardon'd it I ſay, that, 
in my humble Opinion, that exempting of 
Weſtminſter, and Parts adjacent, from thoſe 
Qualifications, was ſo far a nullitying the 
good Intentions of the Act. I deſire to know 


what Reaſons could be aſſigned for 


ſuch an 


Indulgence? If no-body will anſwer, may not 
a Man be allow'd to gueſs ? Might it not 
be held neceſſary not to hold Men to ſuch 
ſfrict Terms, under the Verge of the Court ? 
Tools are very neceſſary Things to work 
with. In ſhort, I know no Man of any My- 
ſtery or Trade whatever, can work without 


them. 
But now I talk of Myſtery and 


Trade, 


how deſpicable a Creature ought a 7rady; 

Fuſtice to be look'd upon in the Eyes of all 
the vertuous Part of Mankind. An Informer 
is a Saint to him; and an Exchange Broker 


an 
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an Angel. He builds his Fortune upon the 
Diſtreſs of the Meaneſt, and the other two 
upon that of People of the better Sort; and 
there's the Difference. As Hudibras ſays, 
He binds ober and ſcvaddles, and they ſwaddle 
without binding over; and yet the Juſtice 
Stwaddler, it we conſider the Parties, will be 
found to be a greater Enormity than the 

other. 
Naleigb often makes noble Obſervations 
_ the wonderful Changes of States and 
ingdoms. It is only parva componere mag- 
nis, and we may find as great Viciſſitudes 
in the Commiſſion before us. We have ſeen 
it, within the Memory of Man, that Juſtice 
has flouriſh'd, reign'd, and batten'd for a 
Time in Goodman's-fields ; ſhe has then re- 
mov'd her Quarters pretty near Temple-bar 
after flouriſhing there for a Spirt, ſhe was 
got into private Lodgings within the Yerge 
of the Court; but not very eaſy under the 
Appearance of Reſtraint, ſhe at laſt ſettled 
herſelf, in a Houſe of her own, near . 
F —. How long her preſent Situation may 
pleaſe her, no mortal Man can divine (for 
you ſee by her frequent Flittings, ſhe is a 
whimſical Lady) but as her Lords and Maſ- 
ters have agreed to pay the Rent of her 
Houſe, it will certainly be her own Fault it 
ſhe does not ſtay her Year out. Some think 
the Meanneſs of her Viſitants will make her 
weary ; but as ſhe never thought of that Ob- 
jection 
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jection when ſhe choſe her Landlord, in a fair 
Court, I think, it will be over-ruPd. 
But of all the Sorts of Juſtices, recommend 


me to the Juſtice Itinerant. Fuſtice may, 


without a Figure, be ſaid to run on all four, 
when ſhe runs on four Wheels. A Perſon of 
ſuch profound Charity, as to make his Phae- 
ron Harneſs to ſerve his Client, that before 
had been his Patient; and drive out of Town 
to try Cauſes, that he ought'to have been, at 
home, aſham'd of, need be under no Appre- 
henſion of want of Practice this Novel way, 
and, in all probability, it may bring him 
Cuſtom in his old, if he has but the Wit to 
take up the retailing Trade of the yew Cholick 
Water, as many of his Brethren have done 


before him. 


I knew a Gentleman of a pretty Eſtate, 
who, coming up to Town, marry'd a Mer- 
chant's Daughter, of a good Fortune, as 
Fortunes went at that Time; ſoon after which, 
he carry'd her down to his Seat in SDI. 
He had in his younger Days approv'd himſelf 
a notable Rake, and had not been long enough 
marry*d to be much reform'd, as the Ladies 
miſtakenly enough, generally flatter them- 
ſelves. However, to go down a graver, it 
not a better, Man, his Father in Law, be- 
fore his ſetting out, got him into the Com- 
miſſion of Peace. In theſe Trappings, the 
young Gentleman made a Figure, and his new 


Worſhip had the Bulineſs of the Neighbour- 
hood 


INS ID E- OUT. 287 


hood round: But Nature could not forget 
herſelf, for it was ſaid, that one or two of 
his Tenants Daughters outſtrip'd the Wife, 
and brought him Sons, if not Heirs, before 
her. At laſt, however, ſne took her Turn, 
and, to the great Joy of both Families, 
brought him an Heir; upon which, the Hus- 
hand did not fail to promiſe a prodigious Re- 
formation. Women, in ſuch Caſes, are 
known to be pretty watchful, and News was 
brought her by her Spies, that ſuch-a-one's 
Daughter and he had been in Company to- 
gether, and for ſome Time. The Lady, at 
1 took no Notice of what ſhe knew; 

at a young Girl in the Neighbourhood, was 
ſoon after brought before Mr. Juſtice, upon 
account of ſome criminal Converſation with a 
Farmer's Son, the Fruits of which began to be 
apparent. Mr. Juſtice, to evidence his Re» 
ſentment and Reformation, tho' the Girl 
cry'd, and beg'd very heartily, vow'd, he 
would ſend her immediately to the Houſe of Cor- 
reftion. Upon which, his Lady was ſo good 
to interpoſe ; but this rais'd his Anger much 
more, and he order'd his Clerk to make ber 
Mittimus directly. As it was doing, the Lady 
whiſpers in his Ear, That as ſoon as ever the 
Girl was gone, ſhe'd ſend the Conſlable for to 
bring ſuch-a-one before him (naming his laſt 
Chap) and if he did not ſend her after, be ſhould 
be oblig*d to give the World a Reaſon why. Guilt 
{truck his Worſhip all on a heap 3 but = 

ir 
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Girl got off that Time, to the Surpriſe of 
all that were not acquainted with the Circum- 
ſtances. 

But what Need of travelling to Suffolk ? 
Let us continue our old Stage. Had not 
we a HYeſtminſter Juſtice, a Man of the Law 
too (but very little of the Goſpel) who was 
wont to leave his own dear Drudge at Home, 


under a Pretence of a Call of 7u/tice, and re- 


Pair to Sally, whom he had ſet up in a Cof- 
tee-houſe near Charing-croſs, and there with 
her ſolace away a few idle Minutes every 
Evening. Yet he there ſuffered Ladies of 
the Town to be brought before him; and oh 
how he uſed to ſwinge them away to the 
Houſe of Correction? Doubtleſs, this was do- 
ing his Commiſſion laudable Honour; for 
all ſuch Severities are very exemplary far 
from Home, and Sally muſt be a filly Jade, 
if ſhe could not make thoſe Reflections which 


others made for her. 


What ſhall we ſay then of that honorary 
Girl-flogger in the ſame Diviſion? Why, 


they ſay he keeps a Miſireſs, anglice, a Whore. 
1 wiſh I could not believe it. However, as 


he is not married, it is but ſimple Forni- 
cation, Tho', if we have reſpect to his Oath 
and Commiſſion, it muſt be confeſſed, to be 
no. ſimple Thing for a Juſtice to be accuſed 
of : But the Godly have him a faſt Mem- 
ber, and his Faith is ſuitable to his Practice: 


For tho' his Conſcience may be truly ſcrupu- 
lous 
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lous as to Religion, yet he can go any where, 
tho* no where, as to that Matter, is the 
Place he would chooſe to go to. 


If my Vote were to paſs, I would not he. 


againſt indulging the Gentry, of this Lati- 
tude, with an uncircumſcribed Liberty, ſuitable 
to their Conſtitutions, provided it was to be 
inſerted in the Body of their Commiſſion, the 
Quantum, the Quare, and the Quodlibet; for 
to be ad Libitum without Reſtraint, and the 
Example to be catching, I cannot ſee any 
need at all there would be of the Office, at 
leaſt I may venture to ſay, there would be 
little Uſe of it. 

Such are your unqualified J/ — fterians. 
Unqualified in Eſtates, unqualified in their 
Qualifications, and, then I think I may ſafely 
ſay, every way unqualified : For the Honour of 
the honourable Commiſſion, let us, I beſeech 

ou, retire a little into the Country : I fancy 
we ſhall find the Air clear, the City Fogs all 
diſperſed, and Juſtice flouriſhing, without the 
leaſt Signs of an Aſthma. 

To ſee a Dozen or, perhaps, two, of Gen- 
tlemen of Eſtates, Senſe, and Education (not one 
Shoemaker, Petty-togger, Petition-writer, or 
Marriage-broker among them, met together 
to conſult of, and contribute to the Peace 
and Tranquility of their Neighbours round ; 
to hear how calmly they debate, how ho- 
neſtly they reaſon, and how unanimouſly re. 
{olve, it would almoſt make an honeſt Man 
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wiſh, that the Grand Council of the Nation 
could be within hearing to attend and take 
Example. 

If ever it does happen that an honeſt Far- 
mer is rigorouſly purſu'd, by any ſingle Mem- 
ber, out of pure Paſſion and Pique (as human 
Nature will be human Nature all the World 
over) the Wary and Conſiderate are fo far 
from falling in with that Falſe-brother of 
their*s to countenance his Virulence, that the 
Farmer, if wrong'd, may aſſure himſelf of 
their utmoſt Aſſiſtance againſt all that his 
Perfecutor can attempt, however potent. 

It private Diſputes and Quarrels between 
Man and Man are brought before them, by 
all the mild Methods and Arguments that 
Reaſon and Good-nature can dictate, they 
uſe their Endeavours to reconcile them, and 
make up the Differences; but if either of 
them prove obſtinate or untractable, the 
Power the Law has intruſted them with, is 
made uſe of, and the refractory Party finds, 
too Jate, the Folly of provoking unwilling 
Juſtice. But then he is not bound over for 
the ſake of refuſing, nor ſwaddled for the 
Lucre of letting looſe : For tho? their Clerk of 
the Peace may claim Fees for Attendance, 
not one of his Maſters know any Benefit; 
on the contrary, if they know their Servant 
exaAs or extorts, they preſently and plainly 
demonſtrate, they do not go ſnacks, by 
| making 
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making him refund, or puniſhing him a worſe 
Way. 

Nor are they thus only on the Bench and in 
theBody ; but ſingle, and in their ſeveral Seats, 
they evince the ſame Inclinations of Benevo- 
lence ; and ſtudy to convince the Gain- 
ſayers, if there be any ſuch, of the Reality. 
It any Difference between Gentleman and 
Gentleman, or Farmer and Farmer, or any 
two inthe Neighbourhood, reach their Ears, 
they go to the firſt, or ſend for the other, and 
generouſly offer to accommodate Matters. 
Nor grudge they either Pains or Expence, if 
likely to accompliſh. And that Man of the 
Brotherhood that ſhould be known to act 
otherwiſe, would have ſuch a Nota Bene ſet 
upon him, that would make him aſham'd to 
ſhew his Face even to make up a Quorum. 
And he might propoſe to himſelf to reap no 
other Tranquility from his Indolence or Mo- 
roſeneſs, than what a Mad-dog would find 
among Butchers, or a ſtray Coney from a 
Kennel of Hounds. 

Happy England, under ſuch a wiſe Conſti- 
tution, "4 faithfully preſerv*d and executed; yet 
happier ſtill if conſtituted and executed alike in 
every Part. Juſtice ought not to be a Trade, 
even in a trading Nation, and therefore all 
that make a Trade of her, ought to be look'd 
upon as Baſtards and Illegitimates. Creatures 
that have crept in by Bribes, Miſrepreſenta- 


tions, or Miſrecommendations, to the Same 
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of the Nation, in the Oppreſſion of the Poor, 
and the Depreſſion of Right, whoſe Neceſ- 
ſities or Avarice qualify them for Tools only, 
and whoſe Qualifications otherwiſe would 
hardly give them Title to the meaneſt of our 
Mechanicks. In this, therefore, I muſt be 
pardoned if I invert my Congratulation, and 
lay, Unhappy England! that under ſo good, 
ſo wiſe, ſo great, an Inſtitution can'ſt be fo 
unwary and unguarded, as to let the Wolf, 
which thy Soil had long ſince, by the Pa- 
ternal Care of thy Kings, got rid of, enter 


again to make a fearful Havock of thy inno- 


cent Flocks. But, is there no Hope remain- 
ing for thee under this Viſitation ? Will nor 


the Conſervators of the Kingdom and its Con- 


ſtitution examine and redreſs thy Sorrows, 
and make thee once again, as heretofore, 
calPd Fortunate ? They will, they will. The 
golden Minutes roll along, and Time itſelf's 
impatient to affix the glorious Era; then 
Merit only ſhall procure Regard. Then 
Pimps and Paraſites ſhall mourn their Merits, 
and Juſtices themſelves deplore the Hands of 
rea] Juſtice. 
Juſt as I had finiſhed this honeſt Soliloquy, 
a ſudden Stupor ſeiz*'d me, and, falling back 
into my Elbow-chair, I was ſoon fſurpriz'd 
into the following Viſion. | 
I was got, methought, in the Middle of 
that fine Plain, under the Walls of the fineſt 


Gardens in the Kingdom, when I ſaw come 
| driving 


0 
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driving upon me, in a Chariot of a moſt cu- 
rious Contexture, a Perſon of an Aſpect ſo 
awful, yet ſo winning, that I could not but 
wonder who ſhe was, or whether driving, 
She had thouſands of following Suppliants on 
each Side her ; thoſe on the Left were a 
Parcel of Skim-milk-fac'd Wretches, but 
thoſe on the Right were ruddy, treſh-colour'd 
Fellows, that carry'd Probity and Honeſty in 
their very Countenances. Juſt as ſhe was 
come even with me, thoſe on the Left had 
got ſo cloſe to her Chariot, that they laid 
hold on it; while thoſe on the Right threw 
themſelves proſtrate on the Ground, and, in 
a mournful, plaintive Manner, begged of 
her a Hearing, She had a Wand 1n her 
Hand, with which ſhe ſtruck thoſe on the “Left 
till ſhe made every one of them quit their 
Hold, faying at - ſame Time, Jie Mi/- 
creants ! Will you continue to wreſt the Hands of 
Juſtice? Then turning to thoſe on the Right, with 
an Air of Complaiſance, ſhe alk" d them, What 
it was they wanted? Nothing, ſaid a reverend 
Perſon at the Head of them, but the Continu- 
ance of your Favours. Let us not loſe your 
Preſence; for, if we are bad now, conſider what 
we ſhall be if you forſake us. No! cry'd one of 
the Whey-fac'd ones, on the other Side, 
Do not leave us, I pray; for if you do, bow 
ſhall we get our Bread? Would you, ſaid ſhe 
to the laſt, would you retail Fuſtice ſtill ? And 
male me a Laughing-Stock to yourſelves and 
O 3 others # 
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others * No! Go to your old Profeſſions, cobble 
Shoes, or make Matches ; thoſe, or any other 
vulgar Employments, are much fitter for you 
than, Tinker-like, in patching Jultice, to make 
4c Holes in mending one. As to you, ſays ſhe, 
turning to the other Side, I have Compaſſion 
for you, What you ſay is true, if Mortals 
would but conſider: But who can bear to hear 
herſelf defamed and ridiculed for the hideous 
Blunders of thoſe who call themſelves my Ser- 
vants, and heinouſiy preſume to call themſelves 
by my Name? Purge then yourſelves, and that 
Way firſt endeavour 10 redeem your Honour. 
Then you ſhall never want my Company, I ſhall 
with Pleaſure deſire io be among you. Direct 
us how to ſteer, ſaid the venerable old Man 
that ſpoke before, and ſee how ardently wel 
Purſue your Orders. I believe you, ſays ſne; 
Sincerity attends your Words, and Integrity is 
| but Handmaid to all your Actions; not Lucre, 
but Glory, is your Prompter : The Good of 
your Country, and the Benefit of Mankind, 
your conſtant Study. Do you ſee you ſpacious 
Pile before you ? There ſits one of my own Sex; 
ſupplicate her; ſhe is always ready to hear, and, 
to ber Power, relieve. 

But one of the ſame Quarter, whether jea- 
lous or no, that ſhe might take the Opportu- 
nity of flying away, no-body could lay, but 
with a profound ſubmiſſive Bow, fays he, 


Pardon my Preſumption ; would it be too much 


to ast, that you would countenance us in our 
Adareſs ? 
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Adareſs ? Your Preſence would inſpirit us, and 
give our Cauſe the fairer Countenance. I know 
the Great Lady you adviſe us to apply to, pays 
a vaſt Honour to your Perſon , for which Rea- 
ſon your very Appearance would not fail to be 
auſpicious, All on that Side ſeconded his 
Motion with proper Proſtrations. Upon 
which, ſaid the Lady ſmiling, Jour Appre- 
henſions are ill grounded, if not injurious. How- 
ever, to gratify your Requeſts, and drive away 
your Fealouſies and Fears, ſee, I will put myſelf 
at your Head, provided thoſe ill-favoured Fuſ- 
tice jobbers are made to keep their Diſtance. At 
theſe Words ſhe diſmounted her Chariot, 
which, to my great Admiration, was imme- 
diately invelop'd in a Cloud, and carry'd out 
of Sight, while ſhe, at the Head of them, 
ranged two and two, marched in Proceſſion 
towards the Palace. Thoſe who were left 
behind, ſo ſoon as ever the others were got 
out of Sight, entered into Conſultation what 
they had beſt to do. Some had Aſſurance 
enough to propoſe 7o follow em; but to them 
ir was urged, That as their quondam Miſtre/5 
bad /5 great an Intereſt there, and ſo ſtrong an 
Averſion to them, it might be dangerous, and 
draw upon them what they ſhould not care to bear 
or feel. Others were tor retiring back every Man 
to his reſpeftive Home, and, without taking the 
leaſt Notice of what had paſſed, fall into their 
old Trammels, and make Hay while the Sun re- 
mained uroverclouded. This ſeem'd to be 

agre- 
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agreable to moſt; But, ſays one, a paunch- 

gutted Fellow, 1 don't care a Farthing how it 

goes; I have got a Penſion, and @ Poſt of Ho- 
nour, which will enable me 10 live better than 

T1 liv*d in all my Days. The Frankneſs of 

the Speech made me burſt out a laughing, 

which taking the Satire to be generally intend- 
ed (as loſing Gameſters are always peeviſh) 
they very nationally, tho? of different Na- 
tions, made directly up to me, ſome with 
Canes, and ſome with clinch'd Fiſts, that I 
could fee no Way fo effectual to preſerve my 
felt as Flight. I out-ran them all but one, 
and not doubting my Ability to contend with 
him, I turn'd again ; but our Skuffle gave 
the reſt Time to come up, when I found my 

ſelf ſurrounded, and in iuch Danger, that a 

Doſe of Opium could not have kept my Eyes 

Mut: But, when I wak'd, nothing vexed me 

more than that I had not ſtaid to hear theSucceſs 

of the Petitioners , for the Ideas was ſo ſtrong 
and lively, that I was ſome time betore [ 

could prevail upon myſelf to believe it all a 

Dream. 

NM B. A famous Juſtice and Colonel, both 
in one, is advis'd to make his Viſits a little 
more privately near Oxferd-Chaple-Court ; 
he is taken notice of. 


Printer to the Reader. 


Tho? I could not refuſe inſerting the Me- 


morandum above, I am ſatisfy'd it 3 
Wit 
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with no clean View; for, as J have been 
inform'd, and can prove by ſeveral W itneſſes, 
the worthy Juſtice here hinted at, has been 
ſeen to walk to and again, before the Lady's 
Door, many and many a Time before he 
could ſlip in: Now I appeal to the World, 
Could any Worſhipful be more circumſpect, 
or ſhew a greater Regard to his Oath, and 
the Honour of his Commiſſion? Or why 
might he not, out of a publick Zeal, ſteal in 
to execute in propria Perſonæ? I don't doubt 
but he knew ſhe deſerv'd it. 


— — — 
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The CRITICK. 


HERE are two Sorts of Criticks always 
regnant, tho* common Vogue confounds 
them, the Real Cruick, and the Hyper Cri- 
tick, The firſt is valuable, but rare; the laſt 
common enough to make the Market low 
for he is found on every Taylor's Work- board. 
Into the laſt Number I would take all thoſe 
who trouble the World and themſelves with 
the various Readings of ancient Authors, Claſ- 
ſicks, or others, all their great Labour and 
Pains iſſuing in no more than that main Arti- 
cle of a Taylor's Bill, Buckram, Stay- tape, 
and Canvaſs. What is it to the Generality of 
Mankind, whether Cleomenes was originally 
ſpelt with an « or an n, or whether pronounc'd 
long or ſhort ? I remember, when Dryder's 
Play, under that Title, was firſt publiſhed, 
thoſe Queſtions mightily employ'd the Wits 
of the Age; but I remember full as well, 
that wiſer Men fat by and laugh'd at them. 
Nevertheleſs, I muſt confeſs, to the Ho- 
nour of the firſt, where Skill and Judgment 
meets with Integrity, and fairly and ſquarely 
combine to give an unbiaſs'd Sentiment (whe- 
ther pleaſing, or diſpleaſing, to an Author, no 
Matter) ſuch a Man is invaluable, and ought 
| _ 
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to be look'd upon with the ſame Eye the Sa- 
marilan was look'd upon by our Saviour, 
having perform'd that which Prieſt and Le- 
vite had before rejected. A Perſon of that 
Probity and Candour is a Jewel, and, tho” 
unknown before, ought, by every wiſe Man, 
to be enter'd upon the Roll of real Friends. 

Bur the Hyper Critick, who, like a foul Fen- 
cer, takes all Advantages, nay, rather than 
loſe the leaſt, will reckon the Slips of the 
Pen into the Number, is to be look'd upon 
no better than as a wrong-ſcented Cur, which 
the Huntſman, ſo ſoon as ever he finds him 
out, is ſure to whip out of the Field; for 
he well enough conſiders that the Danger does 
not centre in his own Viciouſneſs, but he may, 
by Cuſtom, and by his bad Example, lead 
off Hounds that are ſtaunch, I have known 
a Critick of Criticks fall under this Error, led 
by the wrong Scent of Spleen ; I will not ſay 
he ought to be whipt out of the Field, but 1 
am ſure it had been better for him it he had 
been well whipt at School. | 

I remember a little while ago, ſhewing to 
one of theſe Hyper Criticks the Draught of a 
Ladder, he ſeem'd to be diſtaſted with it. I 
aſk'd him the Reaſon. After long humming 
and hawing — truly all the Objection he could 
make was, that the firſt Step was not higheſt. 
T he Criticiſm was fo whimſical, that, as ſoon 
as I got out of his Doors, I went to the next 
Coffee- houſe,: and ſent him thence the Lines 
following; The 
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The CRITICK. 


Jack, a genuine Man of Letters, 
In Conceit, a hugeous Critick, 

Having often trick'd his Betters, 
In Mechanicks hop'd to nick it. 


Compals brought him home a Ladder; 
Jack ſurvey'd it high and low. 
Zooks, he crys, the Fellow's mad, 0r, 
Thinks, at leaſt, that 1 am ſo. 
This a Ladder ? Sure Mankind 
Ad as if their Mothers got em. 
Sir, the Ladder, I deſign'd, 
T'Have the higheſt Step at Bottom. 
Sure, cries Compaſs, born at Gotham 
You muſt think me: (ſlink your Ire) 
Was your higheſt Step at Bottom ? 
How, I irow, had you got hight'r ? 
Ladder is of human Life, 
(Mark me well !) a perfect Ramble, 
When leap'd Clerkſhip into Quoif ? 
Wiſe Men ſtep before they amble. 
Minds, like your*s, like Smoke aſpire ; 
| Tet to th* Middle got are high-born : 
Few its Staves you'll find are bigb'r, 
M pelber Court you ſeek, or Tyburn, 


Middle Stations are the ſureſt ; 
Tho unnoticed by the many. 
Leave the Bottom for the pooreſt ;, 
For boneſt Men the Topeif any. 


Leave 
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Leave the Ladder then, ſays Jack, 
Since the Steps are ſo inſtructive. 
Com paſs ſwore h#d carry't back, 
If his Pay wa'n't Ulufruttive. 
Then a Secret Il diſcover, 
Shall relieve your preſent Care. 
Look you, turn the Ladder over, 
You're at Bottom as you were. 


And certainly Compaſ was in the right on't 3 
for when Men will criticiſe Hand over Head, 
or, if you will, Headlong, there is no dealing 
with them upon the Square. Much ſuch Cri- 
ticiſm as this it was that Shaver usd. A reve- 
rend Doctor having ſent him out of the Coun- 
try a moſt ingenious Piece to communicate to 
the Publick, Shaver kept it in his Pocket, 
and would never let his Friend, or the Pub- 
lick, have any Benefit of it. This is Criticiſm 
by Wholeſale : But it is anſwerable to the 
Man, whoſe Character a Friend of mine in- 
quiring into, was anſwered: As to his Per- 
lon, clap a Pair of Horns on his Head, you 
will have an excellent Devil; or if Devils are 
out of your Creed, a long Tail gives you a 
compleat Baboon. And, to demonſtrate that 
his Parts are adequate to his Perſon, take the 
Sincerity of a Bawd, the Good-nature of a 
Few, and the Religion of a Phyſician, and you 
have (Inſide and Outſide) compleat. 

But, after all, rather than have a Man of 


| ſuch a prodigious Genius lie fallow, I com- 
municate 
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municate the following Epigram for his Elu. 
cidation. 


EPIGR AM. 


Betty ſuais ber fat-ar—d Tail: 
If ſhe ſettels, *tis to rail. 
Railing was ber Vice when young, 
Growing ſtrong as grew her Tongue, 
Stingleſs, like the Snakes, we find it; 
None but Fools and Clildren mind it: 
All ſbe ſays is falſe we know it; 
All her Wit ſhe waſtes to ſhew it. 
Soon as &er ber Words take Air, 

» AlPs believ' d, like Witches Pray'r, 
Betty, rail tbro all thy Stages, | 
Since thy own Exciſeman gauges, 7 
His the Labour, thine the Wages. F 


I ſuppoſe that I may, without Conjuration, 
gueſs that his Objection will lie mainly on 
the Lowneſs of the Subject, and that the 
Verſes are anſwerable: But if that be all he 
can ſay, I ſhall return that ſo is his Criti- 
ciſms, and, therefore, like Swine in a Sty, 
all three may foully pig together till a new 
Occaſion occurs, 
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